
The Bible: 
The Acts of the Holy Spirit 

There is one book in the New Testament that is considered the primary historical book.  While the 

Gospels each provide is historical narrative of Jesus’ life and ministry as king, man, servant, and God, the 

book of Acts separates itself from the Gospels in its historical account of the early church.  This is largely 

because of its portrayal of the Holy Spirit’s use by God in the ministry of apostles and early church age 

believers. 

One of the most pivotal moments in the history of the early church was when Jesus’ promise to His 

disciples in John 14 and John 16 is historically identified as having been fulfilled.  In John 14:26 Jesus tells 

His disciples,  

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and 

bring to your remembrance all that I told you.” 

The Father and the Son both sent the Holy Spirit (cf. John 16:7)  and Acts 2:1-4 Luke records the 

historical fulfilment of Jesus’ promise on the day that marks the beginning of the church age. 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came 

from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  

And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of 

them.  And there were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 

was giving them utterances.” 

The word “filled” in Acts 2:4 is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐπλήσθησαν (“ep-laes-thae-san”) 

which literally means, “they really were acted upon in point in time to be filled up to capacity by 

something.”  That “something” was the Holy Spirit of God Who in that moment in time took up 

residence within all those who were there marking the beginning of His indwelling ministry to all church 

age believers (cf. Acts 9:17).  It is the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the living human spirit within the 

believer that testifies that He is a child of God’s (cf. Rom. 8:16). 

As is fitting in a history of the work of the Holy Spirit in the early church through the apostles and early 

church age believers the rest of the book of Acts records the Spirit’s leading and directing of different 

believers.  In chapters 1-7 Luke records the establishment of the church in Jerusalem.  These chapters 

contain the early instruction, defense, persecution, preaching, and martyrdom of various believers.  

Chapters 8-12 record the Holy Spirit’s work during persecution in Jerusalem, evangelism in Samaria, 

Ethiopia, on the road to Damascus (another pivotal moment in the early church age), continued witness, 

defense, and martyrdom of the saints (namely James in Acts 12:1-4), and the imprisonment of Peter.  

Chapters 13-28 focus primarily on recording what the Holy Spirit did through the Apostle Paul in Paul’s 

various missionary journeys throughout the Roman Empire north and west of Jerusalem, concluding 

with Paul’s imprisonment, and arrival in Rome for his hearing before Nero. 

It is critical to recognize that the book of Acts is not focused on recording what early church age 

believers did in the early church. But rather its purpose is to record what the Holy Spirit did through 

those submitted to God in their relationship with Him through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


