
Doctrinal Summary of 
The Bible:  A Collection of God’s Revelation 

The Bible is a collection of writings identified as having been “inspired by God” (cf. 2 Timothy 3:16).  It is 

comprised of 66 books broken into two groups of writings called “Testaments.”  Each of the testaments, 

the Old Testament and the New Testament, pivots on the life of Jesus Christ.  The Old Testament 

provides history, instruction, poetry, and prophecy all leading up to the time of Jesus’ life.  The New 

Testament provides history, instruction, and prophecy, all coming after the time of Jesus’ life on earth. 

The Old Testament has 39 books in it starting with Genesis and ending with Malachi.  The writings span a 

time period of 1500 years with God using about 27 different human writers under His leadership (cf. 2 

Peter 1:20-21).  The 39 books are broken down into different categories based on their writing styles or 

themes.  The first 5 books are called “The Pentateuch” (a Greek word meaning, “five scrolls”).  The next 

12 books are called “The Historical Books” because they record the history of Israel.  The next 5 books 

are called “The Poetical Books” because they are written as poetry.  Completing the Old Testament 

categories are “The Prophetic Books” which include 17 books full of prophecies. 

 The Pentateuch      Genesis through Deuteronomy 

 The Historical Books     Joshua through Esther 

 The Poetical Books     Job through Song of Solomon 

 The Prophetic Books     Isaiah through Malachi 

The New Testament has 27 books in it starting with Matthew and ending with Revelation.  The writings 

span a time period of 70-100 years with God using about 9 human writers under His leadership.  The 27 

books are broken down into different categories based on their writing style and themes.  The first 4 

books are called “The Gospels.”  The next book, Acts, is a historical book on the work of the Holy Spirit in 

the early church.  Then the next 21 books are called “The Epistles.”  The final book, Revelation, is the 

sole “Prophetic Book” of the New Testament. 

 The Gospels      Matthew through John 

 Historical Book      Acts 

 Epistles       Romans through Jude 

 Prophetic Book      Revelation 

Regardless of the category of book or its testament, each book of the Bible contains some historical fact, 

some instruction, and some prophecy.  The categories of Bible books merely identify the nature of the 

book as being historical, poetic, instructive, or prophetic.  Yet, Paul writes God’s Word to Timothy that 

all of the Bible is inspired by God and is profitable to the believer. 

 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

 correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

 equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

Understanding the different categories of Scripture allows the believer to have a better understanding 

of their purpose and meaning.  This allows for a better understanding of God’s intention and message. 


