
Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Necessary Provisions for Service 

In 1 Corinthians 12:4, the apostle Paul identifies that there are different spiritual gift packages assigned 

to each believer. 

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.” 

The word “varieties” is translated from the Koine Greek word διαιρέσεις (“dee-ai-reh-seis”) which 

literally means, “apportionments distributed, based on response.”  Spiritual gifts have been apportioned 

and distributed to each believer.  The distinction made by διαιρέσεις is that different spiritual gift 

packages have been divided up and distributed to each individual believer.  It is the same Holy Spirit 

who indwells believers that has distributed the specific apportioned spiritual gifts package to each 

specific believer (cf. 1 Cor 12:11).  The spiritual gifts package is based on response to the type of service 

the Father has assigned to each believer.  Therefore, believers are apportioned spiritual gift packages by 

the Father which are distributed by the Holy Spirit to each individual believer. 

The word “gifts” is translated from the Koine Greek word χαρισμάτων (“cha-rees-mah-tohn”) which 

literally means, “necessary provisions provided by another based on an attitude of unmerited favor 

toward the recipient, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something.”  Spiritual “gifts” are 

supernatural spiritual abilities provided to the believer as necessary provisions for his work of service to 

the Father.  God, because of His attitude of unmerited favor towards believers, has taken the 

responsibility for equipping and providing the believer with the supernatural abilities the believer needs 

in order to carry out his personal assigned ministry.    The neuter gender is used to identify God’s grace 

provisions for the believer’s service as being the tools necessary to be used to accomplish the ministry 

God has assigned to each believer.  In God’s grace, He has customized a spiritual gifts package for each 

believer in order to provide the believer with the necessary abilities and depths of abilities that he needs 

in order to fulfill his assigned ministry.  Paul identifies that there are different ministries for believers in 

1 Corinthians 12:5. 

“And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.” 

The word “varieties” is translated from the same word as in verse 4, διαιρέσεις (“dee-ai-reh-seis”) which 

literally means, “apportionments distributed, based on response.”  However, this time the 

apportionments distributed are in the area of individual service to God. 

The word “ministries” is translated from the Koine Greek word διακονιῶν (“dee-ah-ko-nee-ohn”) which 

literally means, “table waitings, based on response.”  The original sense of διακονιῶν refers to the 

service of  a waiter whose job is to serve guests at a table.  God has provided for each believer a specific 

table to wait; his own specific area of service as a part of God’s kingdom.  Thus, each believer has a role 

to play in serving God by fulfilling the necessary duties of his area of service.  The area of service for 

which God has assigned each believer is a part of that believer’s specific works which God has prepared 

beforehand for him to walk in (cf. Eph. 2:10).  No believer will possess identical areas of service as each 

believer’s area of service is specifically apportioned to him based on response to God’s plan for that 

individual believer.  Such being the case, each believer is still under the same authority, as Paul identifies 

in verse 5 as well.  God’s grace provision of supernatural spiritual gift packages to each believer provide 

the necessary provisions for the believer to effectively serve God in his specific area of service. 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Categories of Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, the apostle Paul identifies three different categories of spiritual gifts. 

“For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the 

one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of 

tongues.” 

The word “another” is translated from two different Koine Greek words ἄλλω (“ah-loh”) and ἑτέρω (“he-

ter-oh”) throughout the passage.  Both words are similar in their definitions, yet they remain distinctly 

different each with their own differentiations.  

ἄλλω literally means, “another of the same kind, based on initiation.”  It is used to identify additional 

objects in a list that are the same in type, kind, or category.  In its description of the spiritual gifts which 

are bestowed to the believer by the Holy Spirit it describes gifts that are given based on initiation and 

relate to the same category of spiritual gifts.   

ἑτέρω literally means, “another of a different kind, based on initiation.”  It is used to identify additional 

objects in a list, but separates them from previous objects in the list identifying them to be different in 

type, kind, or category.  In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of ἄλλω and ἑτέρω to 

establish three different types, or categories, of spiritual gifts. 

“For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another of the same kind the word of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another of a different kind faith by the same Spirit, and to 

another of the same kind gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another of the same kind the effecting 

of miracles, and to another of the same kind prophecy, and to another of the same kind the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another of a different kind various kinds of tongues, and to another of the 

same kind the interpretation of tongues.” 

Paul uses ἄλλω to identify those gifts bestowed by the Spirit which belong to the same category.  He 

then switches to a new category of spiritual gifts by using ἑτέρω to describe a different category of 

spiritual gifts; other spiritual gifts of a different kind than the previous category.  Paul uses ἑτέρω twice 

after introducing the first category of gifts for a total of three different categories of spiritual gifts.  The 

three categories of gifts are identified by the types of gifts which fit within them, being compiled from 1 

Corinthians 12:4-11, 28 and Romans 12:4-8. 

Category 1 Gifts: Gifts of Stewardship:  Based on the Word; Designed to equip the believer to  

   understand and utilize the Word. 

Category 2 Gifts: Gifts of Miracles:  Based on divine power; Designed to equip the believer to  

   show the power of God. 

Category 3 Gifts: Gifts of Revelation:  Based on direct revelation; Designed to equip the believer  

   to show the Jews that they were no longer God’s mouthpiece for the gospel. 

Regardless of its category, each gift is apportioned to the believer by the will of God (cf. 1 Cor. 12:11). 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Category 1 Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of two Koine Greek words to identify three different 

categories of spiritual gifts which are bestowed to the believer in Christ. 

The first category of gifts are stewardship gifts based on the revelation of God.  They are designed to 

equip the believer with the spiritual ability to be stewards.  There are nine category one gifts identified 

from passages in Romans and 1 Corinthians which remain active through the end of the church age. 

1.  Administration: The supernatural, spiritual ability to guide and lead the body of Christ under the 

 principles of God’s Word.  From κυβερνήσεις (“koo-ber-nae-seis”), meaning “to steer a ship.”  It 

 became used figuratively to identify the governing of an organization, administrating the 

 direction and logistics of its course (Romans 12:8 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

2.  Teaching:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand and communicate the Word of 

 God to others in a systematic manner.  From διδασκαλία (“di-das-kah-lee-ah”), meaning “to 

 teach what one has learned.”  It refers to a formal process of instruction of others by one who 

 has understood the content being taught (Romans 12:7 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

3.  Service:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand the needs of others and provide 

 for them in a biblical manner.  From διακονία (“di-ah-ko-ni-ah”), meaning “one who waits on 

 tables.”  It identifies a providing role that is aware of the physical needs of others and is able to 

 minister to those needs (Romans 12:7). 

4.  Exhortation:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to inspire others to act in accordance with God 

 and His Word.  From παράκλησις (“par-ah-klae-sis”), meaning “one who calls another to action.”  

 It refers to the ability to spur others to choose to act in harmony with God’s revealed truths 

 (Romans 12:8). 

5.  Helps:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to support and assist others in their own areas 

 of service.  From ἀντίλημψις (“an-ti-laemp-sis”), meaning “one who takes up a matter.”  It is a 

 behind the scenes gift that provides support and assistance to another in their area of service (1 

 Cor.12:28). 

6.  Word of Knowledge: The supernatural, spiritual ability to categorize Bible content into doctrinal 

 categories. From λόγος γνώσεως (“lo-gos knoh-se-ohs”), meaning “revealed word of 

 knowledge.”  It refers to understanding the content of the Word and maintaining the Word in its 

 proper categories (1 Cor. 12:8). 

7.  Word of Wisdom:  The supernatural ability to understand how to apply the Word to 

 circumstances.  From λόγος σοφίας (“lo-gos so-fi-ahs”), meaning “revealed word of how to 

 apply knowledge to circumstance.”  It equips the believer to understand how the Word of God 

 relates to the circumstances of himself and others (1 Cor. 12:8). 

8.  Mercy:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to have compassion to others and their  

 circumstances.  From ἐλεῶν (“el-eh-ohn”), meaning “one whose concern is roused by contact 

 with another’s  affliction.”  It expresses compassion to those who are in difficult circumstances 

 (Romans 12:8). 

9.  Giving:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to gather resources and bestow resources.   

 From μεταδίδωμι (“met-ah-did-oh-mi”), meaning “one who gives a portion away.”  It refers to 

 the giving of resources to areas of need (Romans 12:8). 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Category Two Gifts 

 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of two Koine Greek words to identify three different 

categories of spiritual gifts which are bestowed to the believer in Christ.  The second category of 

spiritual gifts is temporary miracle gifts based on the divine power of God.   

These gifts endowed the believer with divine power to accomplish miracles for the purpose of showing 

God’s power to others.  These gifts are no longer active having ceased upon the completion of God’s 

revelation according to 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.  Nevertheless, God’s power has not changed.  He can still 

perform the miracles by His omnipotence.  There are six category two gifts identified in Romans and 1 

Corinthians which were previously active in the church age.   

1.  Faith: The supernatural, spiritual ability to depend upon God in one’s circumstances.  From 

 πίστις (“pis-tis”) meaning, “dependency upon someone or something else to accomplish 

 something specific on one’s behalf, based on response.”  It is to the unique ability to depend 

 upon God to accomplish a specific task (1 Cor. 12:9). 

2.  Healings: The supernatural, spiritual ability to heal physical infirmities at will.  From ἰαμάτων (“ee-

 ah-mah-tohn”) meaning, “power to cause someone to become healed, being a tool or 

 instrument used to accomplish something.”  It refers to power which is the tool used to bring 

 about physical healing in another when it is expressed.  This power is placed into a believer 

 and it is expressed under the direction of that believer (1. Cor. 12:9, 28,  31). 

3.  Miracles: The supernatural, spiritual ability to perform miraculous works at will.  From 

 ἐνεργηματα δυνάμεων (“en-er-gae-mah-tah doo-nah-meh-ohn”) meaning, “the resultant 

 working, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something, of natural inherent power, 

 based on response.”  It is the ability to produce miracles worked through the natural inherent 

 power of God.  The ability to use God’s inherent power to perform miracles is placed into a 

 believer and is expressed under the direction of that believer (1 Cor. 12:10, 28-29). 

4.  Prophecy: The supernatural, spiritual ability to reveal future reality through direct revelation.  

 From προφητεία (“prah-fae-tei-ah”) meaning, “foretelling of future events, based on response.”  

 It identifies the ability to tell about future history prior to its occurrence based on response to 

 direct revelation of God (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:10; 13:2, 8;).   

5.  Discerning of spirits: The supernatural, spiritual ability to distinguish between truth and error.  From 

 διακρίσεις πνευμάτων (“dee-ah-kree-seis pneu-mah-tohn”) meaning, “divisions based on 

 response of spirits, being tools or instruments used to accomplish something.”  It refers to the 

 ability to make divisions regarding the different spirits of information within the world system 

 (God’s or Satan’s; cf. 1 John 4:1-4), separating truth from false truth or error (cf. 1 Cor. 12:10.) 

6.  Knowledge:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to receive and reveal direct revelation from God.  From 

 γνῶσις (“gnoh-sis”) meaning, “knowledge of fact or statement.”  It refers to the fragmented 

 knowledge of a specific piece of information.  The believer who had this gift would receive 

 revelation from God to pass on to others (not to be confused with the category one gift “word 

 of knowledge”) 

These gifts are no longer active in the church age, having accomplished their specific objectives until the 

revelation of God was completed when John recorded the Revelation of Jesus Christ (cf. Rev. 1:1-3; 1 

Cor. 13:8-10). 



Doctrinal Summary of 
Spiritual Gifts:  Category Three Gifts 

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 Paul uses an interchange of two Koine Greek words to identify three different 

categories of spiritual gifts which are bestowed to the believer in Christ. 

The third category of spiritual gifts is temporary sign gifts based on the direct revelation of God.  These 

gifts endowed the believer with direct revelation from God for the purpose of showing the Jews that 

they were no longer the agents through whom God was working.  During the Age of the Law, Israel was 

God’s agent for ministry in the world.  Through Israel the nations learned first of the Almighty God, and 

secondly the promise of a Messiah.  God worked through Israel to spread His name to the nations.  

Category three gifts were the promised sign (cf. 1 Cor. 14:21) to Israel (cf. Isaiah 28:11-12) that God was 

working through the church (believers in Christ) rather than through the nation of Israel.  These gifts 

identified to Israel that they were no longer God’s stewards, having been replaced by the church as 

God’s agents of ministry and also identified to the Jews the beginning of their dispersal from the 

Promised Land as a curse for their lack of faithfulness.  Through category three gifts God directly 

revealed His greatness to all nations (cf. Acts 2:1-13).  There are two gifts in this category which were 

previously given in the church age but are no longer a part of the spiritual gifts packages bestowed to 

believers. 

1.  Tongues:  The supernatural, spiritual ability to speak in a language not of one’s native 

 tongue.  From γένη γλωσσῶν (“geh-nae glohs-sohn”) meaning, “kinds, being tools or 

 instruments used to accomplish something, of tongues, based on response.”  It was the unique 

 ability to directly reveal information relating to God in different kinds of foreign languages. 

2.  Interpretations: The supernatural, spiritual ability to explain the interpretation of different kinds 

 of languages.  From ἑρμηνεία γλωσσῶν (“her-mae-nei-ah glohs-sohn”) meaning, “process of 

 interpretation of tongues.”  This gift was the ability to understand and translate the 

 information being spoken by another believer speaking in tongues. 

1 Corinthians 13:8 identifies the cessation of the gift of tongues, saying “they will cease.”  The English 

word “cease” is translated from the Koine Greek word παύσονται (“paus-on-tai”) which literally means, 

“they really will participate in the action in a point in time in the future to come to an end.”  God’s 

bestowment of the gift of tongues was to come to an end at point in time after Paul’s writing of the 

epistle to the church of Corinth. 

The witnessing of category three gifts by the Jews signaled to them that they were to be dispersed out 

of the land of Israel as judgment for their lack of faithfulness to the God who brought them out of Egypt.  

As such, these gifts ceased when they fulfilled the objective set forth for them by God when that 

dispersion of the Jews out of Israel occurred in 70 A.D.  Today, the Jews remain largely spread about in 

the world as a result of this curse of judgment upon them.  The curse will remain throughout the rest of 

the church age and through the seven years of tribulation before being lifted at the second advent of 

Christ to begin the Millennial Reign. 

Biblically, the gifts of tongues and interpretations is no longer bestowed to believers.  Any alleged 

expression of the gift of tongues following 70 A.D. is counterfeit, whether of Satan & Company’s direct 

or indirect influence, or derived from the source of man’s flesh and ignorance of Scripture. 



Gifts, Positions, and Roles in the Church Age 
A Supplemental Summary for the Body of Christ 

The conversation surrounding spiritual gifts is seemingly everlasting.  Yet, God has spoken clearly in His 

Word about the nature of spiritual gifts and their purpose in the church.  Why then is there a lack of 

harmony amongst local bodies of Christ and brothers and sisters in the body?  Paul wrote about spiritual 

gifts to the church of Corinth in order that they would not be ignorant of spiritual things.  Yet, today’s 

American church has become quite ignorant of spiritual things.  Far worse, the American church has 

become quite arrogant in regards to spiritual things and the pulpits of American churches predominantly 

are to blame. 

God’s system of communication to man has been fairly simple and remarkably consistent throughout 

the ages.  He reveals that which He wants man to know to His servants who in turn communicate that to 

those to whom God’s Word is purposed.  In the Old Testament God used prophets and priests to reveal 

His instruction and teach His ways.  In the New Testament God used apostles, prophets, and continues 

to use teachers to equip the body of Christ for its work of service.  The humans who filled the roles of 

prophet, priest, apostle, and teacher, were designated to those roles by God.  In doing so, His grace was 

the source of supplication for the resources and needs necessary to carry out their roles. 

As God tasked certain men to fill the role and position He ordained be used in their specific day He 

provided them with all that they needed to accomplish the role into which He called and placed them.  

In the case of the prophets and priests of old, His Holy Spirit would come upon them, empowering them 

supernaturally with the wisdom, skill, and strength necessary to fulfill their role and God’s purpose.  In 

the church age God used the apostles, prophets, and teachers to reveal and communicate His Word to 

the body of believers developing and perpetuating.  For these God sent His Holy Spirit upon, and then 

into on the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit indwelled all believers.  The Holy Spirit disbursed 

spiritual gifts to church age believers.  These gifts were and are necessary provisions for the role that 

each believer in Christ has been designated to fulfill in the body of Christ. 

Understanding the difference between the role of the servant of God and the spiritual gifting of the 

servant of God is critical to clearing up the muddied waters obfuscating the instruction of God 

concerning spiritual gifts.  The role of the believer requires the necessary spiritual provision for its 

fulfillment.  In other words, the spiritual gifts provide the believer with the resources he needs to 

effectively carry out the role into which God has designated and placed him in the body of Christ.  As 

spiritual gifts are studied, the Bible student, pastors, preachers, and teachers need to be discerning in 

order to accurately identify and rightly divide spiritual gifts from roles of service. 

There are a few passages of Scripture which explain spiritual gifts and spiritual roles in the body of 

Christ.  One passage that clearly expresses the need for discernment between the role of the believer 

and the gifting of the believer is 1 Corinthians 12:27-28. 

 “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.  And God has appointed in the 

 church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, 

 helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.” 

Within Paul’s statement there is clearly delineation between roles in the church and spiritual gifts given 

to believers.  In verse 28 Paul identifies that God has “appointed” an order to the roles and usage of gifts 



Gifts, Positions, and Roles in the Church Age 
A Supplemental Summary for the Body of Christ 

in the church.  He lists three roles in their sequential order:  “first apostles, second prophets, third 

teachers.” 

The apostle was a believer in Christ which had been given the revelation of God’s Word and the 

authority to give it out.  .  It is from the apostle’s role that instruction in the church age took shape.  God 

sent out the apostle with His revelation and the authority necessary to give it out and carry it out to 

believers in various local bodies.  This is the first position God appointed in the church age.  The word 

“first” is translated from the Koine Greek word πρῶτον (“proh-ton”).  It literally means, “first in a 

sequence of time, place, or priority.”  When God established His plan to reveal instruction to believers in 

the church age, He first established the position of the apostle as His agent through which to reveal His 

Word.  Thus, a believer who was designated by God as His apostle (such as Paul and Peter) held the pre-

eminent position in the equipping of the body of Christ. 

The prophet was a believer in Christ who had the role of revealing God’s message.  Those believers who 

filled the role of prophet worked to give to the church the message of God concerning what would take 

place in the future.  This is the second position God established through which He made provision for 

the equipping of the saints.  The word “second” in the Koine Greek text of verse 28 (δεύτερον-“deu-ter-

on”) identifies something which is second in a sequence of time, place, or priority.  Consequently, the 

role of the prophet was second to the role of the apostle in God’s revelation plan. 

Thirdly, according to the Koine Greek word τρίτον (“tri-ton”), the role of teacher was given to the church 

in the church age so that it could be equipped for the work of ministry by the Word of God.  The role of 

teacher is not a revelatory role but, rather, is communicatory role.  Where the apostle and the prophet 

revealed new information of God’s Word and instruction to the body of Christ, the role of the teacher 

was to systematically instruct the body in God’s Word.  Thus, the teacher’s role was to communicate 

God’s Word through instruction of it to the body of Christ. 

The result of these three roles in the church age was the giving out of the revelation of God’s Word 

through the apostle and prophet roles, and the communication of what God had revealed through the 

apostles and prophets by the role of the teacher.  In each of these roles a designated believer was 

placed by God.  Each of the believers in the apostle, prophet, or teacher role of the church age were 

given and are given the necessary spiritual gifts to support their function in the designated role into 

which God placed them in the body of Christ.  It is necessary to recognize the difference between the 

role, the person in that role, and the spiritual gifting which supports the function of the role. 

Every believer has a role to play in the body of Christ.  Likewise, every believer has spiritual giftings 

which support the role to which God has assigned them.  But not every believer has a position in the 

body of Christ in terms of an office.  The role of apostle and the role of prophet came to a close when 

those believers who had those roles died off and after the completion of the canon of Scripture.  

Because these roles were revelatory in function they did not serve any further function once the 

entirety of God’s revelation was made complete.  This leaves teachers in the church age to communicate 

that which God has given out through the apostles and prophets.  The position of teacher is the final 



Gifts, Positions, and Roles in the Church Age 
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position in the body of Christ which bears the tertiary authority as steward of God’s Word for the 

purpose of equipping the saints for the work of ministry.1 

As the apostle Paul instructs the church at Corinth with the revelation from God, he identifies these 

three positions and then lists underneath them spiritual gifts which take a back seat to the positions of 

apostle, prophet, and teacher.  So when Paul finishes his statement identifying the tertiary role of the 

teacher in the church he switches his list from positions and roles in the church to spiritual gifts.  The 

spiritual gifts he identifies which are inferior to the roles and positions of the apostle, prophet, and 

teacher are identified in verse 28. 

 “…then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.” 

Notice that Paul makes a point to express the first, second, and third positions in the church body then 

hinges off of those positions moving into spiritual gifts.  He uses the word “then” which is translated 

from the Koine Greek word ἐπειτα (“eh-pei-tah”) referring to additional components to a sequence of 

time, place, or priority.  The spiritual gifts listed are subordinate in their giving, or in their priority to the 

roles given in the church age of apostle, prophet, and teacher. 

Paul uses the word χαρίσματα (“char-is-mah-tah”) to classify the gifts which he lists.  It literally means, 

necessary provisions provided by another based on an attitude of unmerited favor toward the recipient 

which takes responsibility for the recipient, being a tool or instrument used to accomplish something.”  

The primary reason that spiritual gifts are referred to as spiritual “gifts” is because they have been freely 

given to believers in the moment of their faith in Christ.  But a more accurate understanding of the text 

would better render the translation of χαρίσματα as “provisions” or “necessary provisions.”  If such 

were the case then perhaps there would be less confusion r surrounding the difference between gifts, 

positions, and roles in the body of Christ. 

The spiritual provisions of miracles, healings, helps, administrations, and tongues are identified in Paul’s 

list, clearly being labeled by Paul as what God has given to believers in order to support their function in 

the role or position to which He has assigned the individual believer.  Of these spiritual “gifts” 

mentioned, only helps and administrations are still being disbursed to those in the church age being 

category one spiritual provisions. 

The ability of the Bible student to rightly divide between spiritual gifts and spiritual roles or positions in 

the body of Christ is essential to accurately understanding the provisions God has given and the role or 

position which those provisions support.  Such is evident, moreover, in Romans 12:6-8 where Paul 

                                                           
1
 It should be duly recognized that the role or position of the “evangelist” is added to these three when Ephesians 

4:11-12 is included for harmonization.  Also necessary for recognition is the syntactical relationship in the Greek 
grammar between “pastors” and “teachers” in the same passage.  Greek grammatical structure requires that these 
be viewed as one and the same, thus recognize the dual role of the position of “pastor-teacher” having been given 
to the church by God for its equipping.  The overseer of every local body is to be a pastor-teacher, one who 
shepherds the flock to which he is assigned and over which he has authority through the communication of God’s 
Word in a systematic manner of instruction. 
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instructs believers on the use of their gifting within roles that directly relate to their gifts in the body of 

Christ. 

 “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them 

 accordingly:  if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he 

 who teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; 

 he who leads with diligence; he who shows mercy with cheerfulness.” 

In this passage Paul identifies spiritual gifts by the role or function which the believer is to carry out.  

Each believer differing in that package of spiritual provisions that have been given to him by the Holy 

Spirit in accordance with the plan and will of God the Father for each believer. 

Paul begins with the gifts of prophecy and service, clearly identifying them by the label χαρίσματα 

(“char-is-mah-tah”) in verse 6 as he did also with those gifts he referred to in 1 Corinthians 12:28.  But 

then, Paul switches his focus to the description of the person by their role and gifting.  Romans 12:7-8 

show the difference with the introduction of a string of participle clauses given by Paul. 

The first of the participle clauses is “he who teaches, in his teaching.”  Paul’s main instruction is that the 

body of Christ is to function by faith upon the gifting and role that God has provided to them.  Thus, to 

the one which God has gifted and assigned the role of teaching, his service in the body is by the action of 

teaching.  The participle διδάσκων (“di-das-kohn”) describes the believer with the gift of teaching by the 

action of teaching with their gifting.  In their service in the body, teachers are to teach.  Why are 

teachers to teach?  Because that is the role of service to which God has assigned each teacher based 

upon His plan and will for him which He supported through the giving of the gift of teaching. 

Each of the remaining participle clauses in the string identifies the same concept of the gifting and the 

role being expressed by the believer possessing them through carrying them out in service to God.  The 

one with the gift and role of exhortation is to continuously perform the action of exhorting the body of 

Christ by his exhortation.  The believer with the gift and role of giving is to continuously perform the 

action of giving without any ulterior motive or ties to that which they gave.  The believer with the gift 

and role of administration2 is to direct those under his authority with eagerness and devotion toward 

expending energy and effort in their leading.  The believer with the gift and role of showing mercy is to 

show mercy with a quality or state of cheerfulness from a lack of duress. 

Each of these participles describes what the believer with the gifts and roles in the body of Christ is to do 

in their service to God in the body of Christ.  Yet, while Paul identifies the person in his focus on their 

actions of service in the body, he reveals the gifting and role of that person by their action of service in 

the body.  In other words, by taking on their role which God has given them in the body of Christ, their 

spiritual gifts become evident within and without them as they serve in their assigned role. 

                                                           
2
 In Paul’s participle clause string in Romans 12:8 he uses the participle προιστάμενος (“proi-stah-meh-nos”) 

describing one who is at the head of leadership for a family or group.  It is their role to direct the family or group 
based on the needs of that family or group into what is best for them.  This is the gift of administration and the 
role of the administrator.  Paul’s focus is on the description of the administrator as one who directs those 
underneath his authority.   
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Today, the body of Christ has a number of spiritual gifts which are disbursed to them by the Holy Spirit 

at the moment of their faith in Christ.  Not all spiritual gifts continue to be given in the church age.  

Those gifts that were sign gifts and miracle gifts have ceased in accordance with 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.  

But those gifts which are based on the believer’s stewardship of the completed Word of God remain 

given to new believers and continue to function in present day believers; each as God has assigned. 

Those gifts are evident through 1 Corinthians 12:8 and Romans 12:7-8.  They are: 

1. Word of Wisdom: The supernatural ability to understand how to apply the Word to 

circumstances. From λόγος σοφίας (“lo-gos so-fi-ahs”), meaning “revealed word of how to apply 

knowledge to circumstance.” It equips the believer to understand how the Word of God relates 

to the circumstances of himself and others (1 Cor. 12:8). 

2. Word of Knowledge: The supernatural, spiritual ability to categorize Bible content into doctrinal 

categories. From λόγος γνώσεως (“lo-gos knoh-se-ohs”), meaning “revealed word of 

knowledge.” It refers to understanding the content of the Word and maintaining the Word in its 

proper categories (1 Cor. 12:8). 

3. Service: The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand the needs of others and provide for 

them in a biblical manner. From διακονία (“di-ah-ko-ni-ah”), meaning “one who waits on 

tables.” It identifies a providing role that is aware of the physical needs of others and is able to 

minister to those needs (Romans 12:7). 

4. Teaching: The supernatural, spiritual ability to understand and communicate the Word of God to 

others in a systematic manner. From διδασκαλία (“di-das-kah-lee-ah”), meaning “to teach what 

one has learned.” It refers to a formal process of instruction of others by one who has 

understood the content being taught (Romans 12:7 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

5. Exhortation: The supernatural, spiritual ability to inspire others to act in accordance with God 

and His Word. From παράκλησις (“par-ah-klae-sis”), meaning “one who calls another to action.” 

It refers to the ability to spur others to choose to act in harmony with God’s revealed truths 

(Romans 12:8). 

6. Giving: The supernatural, spiritual ability to gather resources and bestow resources. From 

μεταδίδωμι (“met-ah-did-oh-mi”), meaning “one who gives a portion away.” It refers to the 

giving of resources to areas of need (Romans 12:8). 

7. Administration: The supernatural, spiritual ability to guide and lead the body of Christ under the 

principles of God’s Word. From κυβερνήσεις (“koo-ber-nae-seis”), meaning “to steer a ship.” It 

became used figuratively to identify the governing of an organization, administrating the 

direction and logistics of its course (Romans 12:8 and 1 Cor. 12:28). 

8. Helps: The supernatural, spiritual ability to support and assist others in their own areas of 

service. From ἀντίλημψις (“an-ti-laemp-sis”), meaning “one who takes up a matter.” It is a 

behind the scenes gift that provides support and assistance to another in their area of service (1 

Cor.12:28). 

9. Mercy: The supernatural, spiritual ability to have compassion to others and their circumstances. 

From ἐλεῶν (“el-eh-ohn”), meaning “one whose concern is roused by contact with another’s 

affliction.” It expresses compassion to those who are in difficult circumstances (Romans 12:8). 



Gifts, Positions, and Roles in the Church Age 
A Supplemental Summary for the Body of Christ 

As the believer understands the difference between spiritual gifts, roles, and positions, he is better 

equipped to utilize that which God has given him in the area of service to which he has been assigned by 

God.  The Bible student should be diligent to rightly divide the spiritual gifting from the spiritual roles 

and positions in order that he not confuse a role for a gift or gift for a role. 

God assigns areas of service in the body of Christ (roles).  In support of those roles God takes 

responsibility to equip the believer with what he needs to be successful in carrying out his assigned role 

(spiritual provisions/ spiritual “gifts”).  To better equip the body of Christ to know and understand these 

things God has given to the church specific positions throughout its history:  the position of the apostle, 

the position of the prophet, and the position of the teacher.  With the positions of apostle and prophet 

removed from present day church age spiritual life it is critical that each believer pursue and submit to 

the teaching of a pastor-teacher who exercises his gift of teaching in the position of authority he has 

over a local body of Christ. 

As each believer grows in the knowledge of God’s Word through the arranged system and format of 

instruction which He has established the body of Christ becomes more adept and effective in carrying to 

completion the work which God has laid out for it to accomplish, both individually and corporately to 

the glory of God. 
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Category One Gifts 
The first category of gifts is based on the Word (the Bible) and will continue 
through the church age.  It is among these gifts that you will discover the unique 
abilities given you by the Holy Spirit with which you are to serve God through the 
church and in para-church organizations. 

CATEGORY ONE GIFTS:  BASED ON THE WORD AND FOR THE 

CHURCH AGE

1.  GIFT OF ADMINISTRATION: I Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:8 

 This gift is the unique ability to assume leadership roles effectively; an ability 
to function in administrative capacities; to provide leadership and direction for 
various ministries in the church.  The biblical title assigned to those who exercise 
this gift in an office of leadership in the church is elder.  (I Timothy 5:17; Titus 1:5; 
I Peter 5:1). 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability as a self starter. 

(   ) An ability to see and understand needs related to organization. 
 (   ) An ability to assume leadership. 
 (    ) An ability to delegate responsibility. 
 (    ) TOTAL 
 (  4) DIVIDED BY 

 (    ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to be assertive. 
 (   ) A tendency to be aggressive. 
 (   ) A tendency to lead out if there is no designated leader. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   )  TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses Of Gift: 
  -- As a church business administrator 
  -- As a department director 
  -- As a chairperson of committee or board 
  -- Other areas of administration 
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2.  GIFT OF TEACHING: I Corinthians 12:28: Romans 12:7 

 The unique ability to understand and to communicate Biblical content.  It 
includes both the ability to learn and teach the principles, promises, doctrines and 
techniques found in the Bible.  This gift also includes the unique ability to teach 
skills which are related to the work of the church. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to research. 
 (   ) An ability to present truth in a systematic sequence. 
 (   ) An ability to communicate effectively. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to go into detail when asked simple questions. 
 (   ) A tendency to want to communicate everything learned. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses Of Gift: 
  -- Pastor-Teacher 
  -- Sunday School class teacher 
  -- Bible study class teacher 
  -- Teach skills 
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3.  GIFT OF SERVICE: Romans 12:7 

 The unique ability to serve those in the body through the care of their 
material needs.  This gift provides an awareness of needs and an ability to minister 
to those needs.  Although several in the congregation may have this gift, there is an 
office through which to administer service with this gift.  The word ``deacon'' is the 
English transliteration of the Greek word “diakonos,” which refers to the office for 
the administration of this gift. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to detect practical needs of others. 
 (   ) An ability to serve in practical ways to provide for others. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (  ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (  ) A tendency to be alert to the needs of others. 
 (   ) A tendency to take responsibility for helping others. 
 (  ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   )  SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   )  TOTAL 
 ( 2)  DIVIDED BY 
 (   )  TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- assist others by providing: 
  -- food 
  -- shelter 
  -- clothing 
  -- services 
  -- transportation 
  -- etc. 
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4.  GIFT OF EXHORTATION: Romans 12:8 

 The unique ability to spur people on to decision and action.  This gift 
provides for motivation and encouragement to others.  It is the ability to call others 
to your position. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to motivate. 
 (   ) An ability to encourage. 
 (   ) An ability to inspire. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to speak out strongly on their beliefs. 
 (   ) A tendency to share their ideas. 

(   ) A tendency to avoid anything that doesn't seem practical. 
 (   ) A tendency to push people to their potential. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 4) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses Of Gift: 
  -- Preaching 
  -- Evangelism 
  -- Singing 
  -- Visitation 
  -- Promotion 
  -- Etc. 
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5.  GIFT OF HELPS: I Corinthians 12:28 

 The unique ability to assist others who are involved in ministry.  This is a 
support gift that manifests itself on the sidelines and behind the scenes lending 
support and providing the manpower for activities directed by those in more public 
leadership roles. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to follow leadership. 

(   ) An ability to perform one or more skills necessary to the operation of 
a local church. 

(   ) An ability to perform skills necessary for para-church groups. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to desire only simple sideline responsibilities. 

 (   ) A tendency to follow rather than lead. 
 (   ) A tendency to assist others they see serving. 
 (  ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Assistance in committee work 
  -- Performing skills: 
  -- secretarial work 
  -- custodial work 
  -- maintenance work 
  -- telephoning 
  -- kitchen work 
  -- yard work 
  -- etc. 
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6.  GIFT OF WORD OF KNOWLEDGE: I Corinthians 12:8 

 The unique ability to put Bible content into categories of Bible doctrine.  To 
be able to read a passage of scripture and sense the subject matter found there and 
organize it into categorical order.  This gift is not to be confused with the gift of 
knowledge which was a temporary gift by which doctrine was revealed until the 
completion of the canon of scripture as per I Corinthians 13:8-13. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to comprehend what is read. 

(   ) An ability to separate various doctrinal truths that are revealed in the 
Word.

 (   ) Alertness to factual detail. 
(   ) An ability to classify scripture into doctrinal subjects. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 4) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to take a clinical approach to Bible study. 
(   ) A tendency to identify categories of doctrine when reading or listening 

to the Word. 
(   ) A tendency to avoid use of nonbiblical illustrations. 

 (   ) A tendency to react sharply to error. 
 (   ) A tendency to prove or test all teachings. 

(   ) A tendency to emphasize the importance and accuracy of words. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 6) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (  ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Writing 
  -- Teaching 
  -- Developing lesson materials 
  -- Organizing study materials 
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7.  GIFT OF WORD OF WISDOM: I Corinthians 12:8 

 The unique ability to understand the proper application of Bible content to 
experience.  The unique ability to communicate the application of specific Bible 
passages to a person concerning his situation or circumstances.  This is not to be 
confused with the instruction given to all believers to ask for wisdom (James 1:5). 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
(   ) An ability to see a person's circumstances or situation. 
(   ) An ability to understand the Bible in an applicational sense. 
(   ) An ability to communicate applicational principles clearly. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to look for application as the Bible is read or taught. 
(   ) A tendency to identify certain people as Bible passages are examined. 
(   ) A tendency to think of certain Bible passages upon hearing of a 

person's circumstances or situation. 
(   ) A tendency to relate the Word to everything experienced. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 4) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of gift: 
  -- Preaching 
  -- Teaching 
  -- Counseling 
  -- Writing 
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8.  GIFT OF MERCY: Romans 12:8 

 The unique ability to have compassion on those in need.  A unique sensitivity 
to the needs of others and an ability to provide a sense of comfort. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to see joy or distress in others. 
 (   ) An ability to console and comfort. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 

 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
 (   ) A tendency to have compassion on others. 

(   ) A tendency to experience the emotions others are experiencing. 
 (   ) A tendency to offer comfort and consolation. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED 
 (   ) SCORE OF TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE OF CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Visitation 
  -- Comforting 
  -- Consoling 
  -- Encouraging 
  -- Assisting 
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9.  THE GIFT OF GIVING: Romans 12:8 

 The unique ability to acquire money and direct it into the Lord's work.  This 
is not to be confused with normal ``priestly giving'' expected of every believer but is 
a unique ability to acquire material assets to be used directly in the Lord's work. 

 CHARACTERISTICS: 
 (   ) An ability to acquire assets. 
 (   ) An ability to multiply material assets. 
 (   ) An ability to understand financial needs. 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 

 SOME COMMON TENDENCIES: 
(   ) A tendency to look for the material needs in a situation. 
(   ) A tendency to assume personal responsibility for financial assistance. 
(   ) A tendency to have confidence in meeting financial needs. 

 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 3) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) SCORE FOR TENDENCIES 
 (   ) SCORE FOR CHARACTERISTICS 
 (   ) TOTAL 
 ( 2) DIVIDED BY 
 (   ) TOTAL SCORE FOR GIFT (transfer to worksheet) 

 Practical Uses of Gift: 
  -- Financial support to church. 
  -- Financial support to para-- church organizations. 
  -- Financial assistance to individuals. 
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