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Christians will face confrontation, mockery, contempt, and persecution if they agree with God’s 

instruction rather than the world’s perspective.  We can see this reality in Scripture itself. 

Matthew 10:6, 

 “‘Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be shrewd as serpents and innocent 

 as doves.  But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their 

 synagogues; and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a 

 testimony to them and to the Gentiles.’”  

Acts 20:29-30, 

 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 

 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the 

 disciples after them.” 

2 Timothy 3:1-5, 

 “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  For men will be lovers of self, 

 lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 

 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form 

 of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid such men as these.” 

2 Peter 3:3, 

 “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after 

 their own lusts,” 

Jude 1:17-18, 

 “But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles 

 of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, ‘In the last time there will be mockers, 

 following after their own ungodly lusts.’” 

John 16:33, 

 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.  In the world you have 

 tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.” 

John 15:18-23, 

 “‘If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  If you were of the 

 world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 

 of the world, because of this the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said to you, “A 

 slave is not greater than his master.”  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they 

 kept My word, they will keep yours also.  But all these things they will do to you for My name’s 

 sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.’” 

1 John 3:11-13, 

 “For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
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 another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother.  And for what reason did he 

 slay him?  Because his deeds were evil, and his brothers were righteous.  Do not be surprised 

 then, brethren, if the world hates you.” 

John 3:19-20, 

 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness 

 rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and 

 does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” 

2 Timothy 3:12 

 “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

We are to recognize that confrontations are an opportunity for us to show mercy to those who are 

deceived.  Jude speaks to this reality in Jude 1:17-23. 

 “But you, beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles 

 of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, ‘In the last time there shall be mockers, 

 following after their own ungodly lusts.’  These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-

 minded, devoid of the Spirit.  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith’ 

 praying in the Holy Spirit’ keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of 

 our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, 

 snatching them from out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the 

 garment polluted by the flesh.” 

From Jude’s instruction to the church we can see: 

 1.  Mockers are a reality because of apostasy. 

 2.  The source of mockery and apostasy is the sin nature’s control over an individual. 

 3.  There is an inability in mockers to understand the spiritual things of God. 

 4.  The believer’s spiritual base of operation while dealing with mockers and apostasy. 

 5.  The believer is to show mercy to mockers and apostates. 

 6.  There are two types of apostates in this world. 

1.  Mockers are a reality because of apostasy. 

 a.  The word “apostasy” refers to departure from the instruction of God in the book of Jude. 

 “Beloved, while I was making every effort to write to you about our common salvation, I felt the 

 necessity to write to you appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for 

 all handed down to the saints.  For certain men have crept in unnoticed, those who were long 

 beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God 

 into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” 

 Jude 1:3-4 
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Point of application: 

  Believers are to contend for the faith by placing themselves into fellowship with God so that 

 they are able to be utilized by the Holy Spirit to fight for the truths of God’s instruction. 

 The phrase “contend earnestly” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐπαγωνίζεσθαι (“ep-

 ah-goh-niz-es-thai”) which literally means, “to participate in being acted upon in a continuous 

 type of action as a matter of purpose to fight as a combatant for something.” 

 ἐπαγωνίζεσθαι (“ep-ah-goh-niz-es-thai”):  to in a continuous participate in being acted upon 

 type of action as a matter of purpose to fight as a combatant for something 

  Verb:   Identifies an action. 

  Present:  Identifies a continuous type of action. 

  Middle-Passive:  Identifies that the subject of the action participates in another  

     acting upon him to accomplish the action.  He does this by  

     putting himself in the place where another can carry out the  

     action through him. 

  Infinitive:  Identifies the action is done as a matter of purpose. 

Point of application: 

 The believer is to put himself into the place where the Holy Spirit can use him as a combatant in 

 fighting for the faith.  He is to do this on purpose.  Thus, the believer must consciously and 

 purposefully maintain his walk with God in order that he be in fellowship with God and 

 saturated to the point of control by the Holy Spirit. 

 1 John 1:5-10 says,  

 “This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in 

 Him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the 

 darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the 

 Light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 

 sin.  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we 

 confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

 unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in 

 us.” 

 Ephesians 5:18 says,  

 “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,” 

Point of application: 

 Believers cannot sit idly by when confronted with those who disagree.  They must allow the 

 Spirit of God to use them as He sees fit to fight for that which God has revealed as truth in His 

 Word.  This requires that the believer must get into the fight by first, walking in fellowship with 

 God, and, second, being trained in the instruction and righteousness of God. 
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 b.  The word “mockers” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐμπαῖκται (“em-paik-tai”) 

 which literally means, “individuals who make sport of another by expressing their contempt for 

 the other through ridicule, based on initiation.” 

 ἐμπαῖκται (“em-paik-tai”):  individuals who make sport of another by expressing their contempt 

 for the other through ridicule,  based on initiation

  Noun:  Identifies a person, place, thing, or being. 

  Nominative: Identifies the subject of the statement. 

  Plural:  Identifies that there is more than one in view. 

  Masculine: Identifies mockers as being initiators of their ridicule. 

Point of application: 

 Believers are to understand that mockers mock those who disagree with them out of contempt 

 for the belief of the one they’re mocking.  This is a problem in the mocker, not the one being 

 mocked.  Remember, 

 John 3:19-20, 

 “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness 

 rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and 

 does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” 

 and 1 John 3:11-13, 

 “For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 

 another; not as Cain, who was of the evil one and slew his brother.  And for what reason did he 

 slay him?  Because his deeds were evil, and his brothers were righteous.  Do not be surprised 

 then, brethren, if the world hates you.” 

 Those who operate by their sin nature do not fear God, nor accept His instruction.  This is sin in 

 them.  God will hold them accountable for their rejection of His truth.  Jude explains this in Jude 

 1:5-7, 

 “Now I desire to remind you, though you know all things once for all, that the Lord, after saving 

 a people out of the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those who do not believe.  And angels 

 who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal 

 bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the 

 cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went 

 after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.” 

Point of application: 

 It is God’s job to preside as the judge over sin, including rejection of truth.  The believer’s job is 

 to show mercy to those who are in need of truth.  Remember Romans 1:18, 

 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

 men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,” 
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 God will judge the mockers and apostates for their rejection of truth.  Unbelievers will receive 

 their judgment in the lake of fire, for failing to believe in the only begotten Son of God.  

 Believers who depart from truth will be judged through God’s discipline as His children, and the 

 loss of eternal rewards that would have been theirs had they obediently carried out their roles 

 as His children (cf Heb. 12:6; 1 Cor.5:5, 2 Cor. 5:12, and 1 Cor. 3:11-15). 

 C.  Those who mock Christians for believing God’s Word mock truth, for God’s Word is truth 

 according to Jesus in John 17:17, 

 “‘Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.’” 

 The word “truth” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἀληθεία (“ah-lae-thei-ah”) which 

 literally means, “in the sphere of that which corresponds to reality, based on response” 

 ἀληθεία (“ah-lae-thei-ah”):  in the sphere of that which corresponds to reality, based on  

  response

  Noun:  Person, Place, Thing, or Being. 

  Locative: Identifies the location in which the action of sanctification is to take  

    place. 

  Singular: Identifies one truth. 

  Feminine: Identifies truth is based on response to what really is. 

Point of application: 

 God’s Word accurately relays that which is real to man.  It is God’s instruction in what reality 

 actually is based upon the omniscience (complete knowledge) of God and His righteousness.   

 Human perspective is based upon observing this world, but a divine perspective is based upon 

 God’s understanding regarding the spiritual nature of this universe and the laws and principles 

 at work in the spiritual battle taking place that man does not observe through his eyes. 

 Mockers have departed from truth, basing their perspective and beliefs on a deceived thought 

 process brought about by the prince of the power of the air (Satan) according to Ephesians 2:2, 

 “In which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of 

 the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.” 

2.  The source of mockery and apostasy is the sin nature’s control over an individual according to Jude 

1:18, 

 “that they were saying to you,  ‘In the last times there will be mockers, following after their own 

 ungodly lusts.’” 

The word “following” is translated from the Koine Greek word πορευόμενοι (“por-eu-o-me-noi”) which 

literally means, “participating in being acted upon in a continuous type of action as a matter of principle 

to be taken from one place to another based on their own initiation.” 
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 πορευόμενοι (“por-eu-o-me-noi”):  in a continuous type of participating in being acted upon 

 action as a matter of principle to be taken from one place to another based on their own 

 initiation 

 Participle:  Describes a noun by an action; identifies a principle of operation. 

 Present:  Identifies a continuous type of action. 

 Middle-Passive:  Identifies the subject (mockers) participates in being acted upon by  

     someone else.

 Nominative:  Describes the subject of the statement (mockers). 

 Plural:   Describes multiple mockers. 

  Masculine:  Identifies the description as being based on their own initiation.

 Mockers, and all who depart from truth, do so under the control of their sinful nature.  They 

 have put themselves under its control by consenting to its lusts.  In that way they have 

 participated in being acted upon by the lusts that belong to their sinful nature. 

 The word “lusts” is translated from the Koine Greek word ἐπιθυμίας (“ep-i-thu-mi-ahs”) which 

 literally means, “desires to consume something, based on response.” 

 ἐπιθυμίας (“ep-i-thu-mi-ahs”):  desires to consume something,  based on response

 Noun:  Identifies a person, place, thing, or being. 

 Accusative: Marks the direct object of the verb; establishes limits and boundaries. 

 Plural:  Identifies more than one lust is in view. 

  Feminine: Identifies lust is based on response.

 There are three categories of sin in this world according to 1 John 2:16, 

  “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 

  pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.” 

 All sin in this world can be placed into one of three categories based on the motivation which 

 caused it. 

  1.  Lust of the flesh (sensuality):  a desire to consume those things which satisfy an  

  internal feeling through the senses or imagination. 

  2.  Lust of the eyes (materialism):  a desire to consume those material possessions which 

  are viewed as having desirable qualities or characteristics about them. 

  3.  Boastful pride of life (ego):  a self-willed, independent mentality of self-ascribed value 

  produced by a thought process or perspective which centers around and places   

  emphasis on one’s own experiences, qualities, or characteristics. 

 Each of these categories of sin is driven by desire to consume specific things (lust).  Each 

 individual has a dominant area of lust that is more prevalent in his life than the other two.  The 
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 lust pattern of the sin nature is the source of the mockery of mockers.  They participate in 

 allowing their sinful nature’s lust pattern to take them from one place to the next moment by 

 moment during their time on earth. 

 Thus, the source of the mocker’s actions and ridicule is the lust of their flesh.  All that they do is 

 accomplished by their lusts working in them to carry them from one place to the next because 

 of their willful participation. 

Point of application: 

 The believer who is confronted by one who disagrees with God must recognize that the 

 individual has been deceived through their sinful nature seeking to be gratified. 

3.  There is an inability in mockers to understand the spiritual things of God according to Jude 1:19 

harmonized with 1 Corinthians 2:14. 

  “These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit.” 

 The words “worldly-minded” are translated from the Koine Greek word ψυχικοί (“psu-chi-koi”) 

 which literally means, “soulish, based on initiation.” 

 Their inability to understand spiritual things is explained in 1 Corinthians 2:14, 

  “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are   

  foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually  

  appraised.” 

 The word “natural” is translated from the Koine Greek word ψυχικὸς (“psu-chi-kos”) which 

 literally means, soulish, based on initiation.” 

 The “soulish” individual cannot understand the spiritual things of God because they are 

 spiritually discerned, not soulishly discerned. 

Point of application: 

 Believers should not expect that unbelievers will understand spiritual truths because they are 

 not inherently capable of understanding them without first being made spiritually alive.  This is 

 why Jesus spoke in parables; He used human terminology and stories to encapsulate spiritual  

 truths even though He knew that many who heard them would not recognize the spiritual 

 reality of His instruction. 

 Believers need to defend truth under the control of the Holy Spirit, but need to recognize the 

 inability of unbelievers to understand the spiritual realities of God’s Word.  Therefore, the 

 believer should provide the gospel message first to the unbeliever rather than engaging in the 

 theological debate.  This approach is best utilized on Category 1 Apostates (to be identified 

 later).  Category 2 Apostates require a different approach. 
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4.  The believer’s spiritual base of operation while dealing with mockers and apostasy is identified by 

Jude in Jude 1:20-21, 

 “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit; 

 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

 eternal life.” 

 Contrary to apostates who mock truth, the believer is commanded to keep himself in the love of 

 God.  The word “keep” in verse 21 is translated from the Koine Greek word τηρήσατε (“tae-rae-

 sa-te”) which literally means, “you all are commanded to perform the action in a point in time to 

 watch over something in order to preserve it in a specific position or condition.” 

 τηρήσατε (“tae-rae-sa-te”):  are commanded to you all in a point in time to perform the action 

 watch over something in order to preserve it in a specific position or condition 

  Verb:  Identifies an action. 

  Aorist:  Identifies an action which is accomplished in a point in time. 

   Active:  Identifies the subject (believers) performs the action.

  Imperative: Mood of command; expresses a command, challenging the volition  

    (decision making ability) of an individual to accept or reject the   

    command. 

   2nd Plural: Identifies the subject of the verb as “you all” or “y’all.”

 Believers are commanded to keep watch over something in order to make sure nothing happens 

 to it.  The object which the believer is to keep watch over is himself.  He is to keep watch over 

 himself in order to preserve his position and condition “in the love of God.” 

 Be careful though!  This passage is speaking about the believer’s position in the sphere of God’s 

 love, not his position in Christ.  The believer is secured in his position in Christ by the indwelling 

 and sealing ministries of the Holy Spirit.  But his position in the love of God, as Jude uses the 

 terminology here, refers to the position from which the believer operates in the world: 

 operating from the sphere of God’s love. 

 This requires that the believer keep watch over his fellowship with God and maintain his 

 position of fellowship wherein he walks in obedience to the command of God and by the love of 

 God.  Look at what Jesus wrote to His disciples in John 15:10-11, 

  “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My  

  Father’s commandments and abide in His love.  These things I have spoken to you so  

  that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 

Point of application: 

 The believer’s joy is based upon him abiding in the love of God as he walks in obedience to 

 God’s commands.  Without walking in fellowship with God we have no real joy, but only 

 happiness derived from external circumstances that change and along with their change so does 
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 our happiness change.  But joy is based upon abiding in God’s love as we walk in fellowship with 

 Him carrying out His commandments during our life. The absence of joy is indicative of a lack of 

 fellowship with God because of sin (cf. 1 John 1:9). 

 While keeping himself operating in the love of God a number of things simultaneously occur. 

  1. The believer is simultaneously performing the action of building himself up through  

  his faith according to Jude 1:20.  This refers to the development of his spiritual maturity  

  as he pursues, accepts, and relies on God’s Word under the teaching ministry of the  

  Holy Spirit. 

  2.  The believer is simultaneously praying in the Holy Spirit according to Jude 1:20.  This  

  refers to his unbroken fellowship with the Father wherein he seeks grace provision from 

  God for all that  he needs or desires instead of taking it for himself from this world.  He  

  seeks God’s grace provision through prayer while be content with whatever answer God 

  gives to his prayer.  

  3.  The believer is simultaneously oriented toward the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ  

  into eternal life according to Jude 1:21.  This refers to the Holy Spirit’s mental   

  orientation of the believer toward the mercy he will receive when Christ raptures the  

  church.  That mercy is both from the mocking world in its apostasy and the sinful nature  

  of his own flesh which he must constantly keep watch over. 

 The believer’s spiritual base of operation while he awaits the rapture is the sphere of God’s love 

 wherein he dwells as he obeys God’s commands (cf. John 15:10).  In spite of the mocking world 

 and his own sinful nature the believer is to keep watch over himself in order that he not depart 

 from this spiritual base of operations. 

Point of application: 

 When the believer is confronted by those who disagree with God, he is to make sure that he 

 operates in God’s love and not in his own strength, frustration, or anxiety.  James 1:19-20 

 identifies, 

  “This you know, my beloved brethren.  But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to  

  speak and slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of  

  God.” 

5.  The believer is to show mercy to mockers and apostates according to Jude 1:22-23, 

 “And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire; and 

 on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.” 

 There are two types of apostates identified here: 

  1.  Those who are doubting 

  2.  Those who mercy is shown to with fear 



Dealing with Those Who Disagree 
Apostates, Mockers, and Sons of Disobedience 

10 
 

 The words “have mercy” are translated from the Koine Greek word ἐλεᾶτε (“eh-le-ah-te”) which 

 literally means, “you all  are commanded to perform the continuous type of action to manifest 

 kindness toward another in their circumstances and needs based on an attitude of unmerited 

 favor which takes responsibility for their circumstances and needs.” 

 ελεᾶτε (“eh-le-ah-te”):  you all are commanded to the continuous type of   perform 

 action to manifest kindness toward another in their circumstances and needs based on   

 an attitude of unmerited favor which takes responsibility for their circumstances and   

 needs 

  Verb:  Identifies an action. 

  Present: Identifies a continuous type of action. 

   Active:  Identifies the subject (believers) performs the action.

  Imperative: Mood of command; expresses a command, challenging the volition  

    (decision making ability) of an individual to accept or reject the   

     command.

  2nd Plural: Identifies the subject of the verb as “you all” or “y’all.” 

 The believer is commanded to show mercy to those “who are doubting.”  Mercy is the 

 expression of Grace.  Grace takes responsibility for another’s circumstances and needs and 

 provides supplication for those circumstances and needs.  This supplication is mercy which 

 shows kindness to the other in their circumstances by provided to them what they need in their 

 circumstances. 

 Those who are “doubting” lack stability in their circumstances because they are basing their 

 conclusions on a faulty view of reality.  The English phrase “who are doubting” is translated from 

 the Koine Greek word διακρινομένους (“di-ah-kri-no-me-nous”) which literally means, “those 

 participating in the continuous type of action as a matter of principle to waver in determinations 

 made through judgment based on their own initiation.” 

 διακρινομένους (“di-ah-kri-no-me-nous”):  those the continuous type of   participating in 

 action as a matter of principle to waver in determinations made through judgment based on  

  their own initiation

  Participle:  Describes a noun by an action; identifies a principle of   

     operation. 

  Present:  Identifies a continuous type of action. 

  Middle:   Identifies that the subject participates in the action and is  

      affected by the action.

  Accusative:  Describes the direct object of the sentence (the ones believers  

     are to show mercy to). 

  Plural:   Describes more than one “doubter.” 

   Masculine  Identifies the description as being based on their own initiation.
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 Those unbelievers that waver in their determinations do so because they are making their 

 determinations from a human perspective rather than God’s perspective.  The same is true of 

 carnal believers (cf. James 1:6-8).     

 Those that waver in their determinations are unsure of what to depend upon from one moment 

 to the next.  They make a decision one moment, and then when external information or internal 

 concern arises it causes unrest in their soul which results in them seeking to verify their 

 determination or come up with an entirely new determination.  The doubter moves from 

 determination to determination, being unsteady in his direction because of an inability to 

 accurately discern the proper course of action.   

 Since they are seeking stability they are receptive to information such as divine truth.  Because 

 they are both receptive to divine truth and in need of its stability showing mercy to them results 

 in instructing and encouraging them with God’s Word.  If they accept the instruction and 

 encouragement of God’s Word their wavering is stabilized.  This is one of two types of apostates 

 that Jude identifies.  They waver because they lack truth, but they are willing to hear truth and 

 be snatched out of judgment by receiving it. 

 However, the second type of apostates (Category 2 Apostates) reject truth entirely, continuing 

 in their departure from truth and must be shown mercy in “in fear” according to verse 23. 

 The phrase “in fear” is translated from the Koine Greek phrase ἐν φόβω (“ehn pho-boh”) which 

 literally means, “in the sphere of focused consideration of the attributes and characteristics of 

 something which causes one to carefully consider his own actions, based on initiation.” 

 ἐν (“ehn”):  in the sphere of 

  Preposition:  Helps express the function of the noun’s case. 

  w/locative:  Identifies the location in which something occurs. 

 φόβω (“pho-boh”):  focused consideration of the attributes and characteristics of something 

 which causes one to carefully consider his own actions,  based on initiation

  Noun:  Identifies a person, place, thing, or being. 

  Locative: Identifies the location in which something occurs. 

  Singular: One fear is in view. 

   Masculine: Identifies fear is based on initiation.

 Unlike the first kind of apostates who merely lack divine truth but are receptive to it, second 

 category apostates are not receptive to divine truth and reject it.  Because of this, they must be 

 shown mercy in a different manner.  They must be shown mercy in a more calculated and 

 precise manner.  This requires the believer to pay attention to the characteristics and attributes 

 of the apostate in order that the mercy he provides is effective at softening the hardened 

 apostate toward becoming receptive to truth. 
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 The way the believer does this is by rejecting the claim of the human flesh which has stained the 

 garment of the apostate.  The sin nature of the apostate is the reason for his rejection of truth.  

 He covers himself in the stained garment of his flesh and while he continues to do so he will 

 continue to operate in apostasy.  Thus, the believer must have an attitude of grace toward this 

 apostate which rejects the flesh’s claim upon the apostate. 

 This will allow him to look beyond the stained garment of the flesh in order to provide mercy to 

 the apostate.  But he is to provide what the apostate needs while carefully considering how he 

 does so by paying attention to the characteristics and attributes of the fleshly clothed apostate. 

 Jude’s instruction in Jude 1:22-23 identifies that there are two types of apostates, whether 

 believer or unbeliever, that the faithful believer will encounter in this world.  To both types the 

 believer is to express kindness by supplying what they need in their circumstances.  But he is to 

 give mercy to each category of apostate differently because each type of apostate has different 

 needs.  The believer is to show mercy while keeping himself in the love of God. 

Conclusion:  The believer’s response to a world that mocks truth requires that he maintain consistent 

operation from his spiritual base of operations:  fellowship with God as he abides in and operates in 

God’s love.  In doing so, the believer will develop spiritual maturity and be equipped to show kindness to 

those who have departed from truth.  For Category 1 Apostates the believer shows mercy by providing 

instruction in truth.  But for Category 2 Apostates, the believer must carefully choose what he does 

based on his recognition of that apostate’s characteristics and attributes. 

Application: 

 1.  You are commanded to remember the prophetic words of the apostles concerning the 

 mockers that will be in the Church Age. 

 2.  You are commanded to maintain your walk with God by keeping yourself in the love of God 

 and confessing your sin when you leave fellowship. 

 3.  You are to perform the action of building yourself up spiritually while you walk in fellowship 

 with God.  This requires: 

  a.  Maintenance of fellowship. 

  b.  Study of God’s instruction. 

  c.  Acceptance of God’s instruction. 

  d.  Dependence upon God’s instruction. 

 4.  You are commanded to provide what is necessary to those who have departed from truth, 

 in order that by their acceptance of your mercy they can be brought to and restored to truth. 

  a.  For Category 1 Apostates (Those who lack truth):  provide truth through consistent  

  spiritual walk and instruction of God’s word. 

  b.  For Category 2 Apostates (Those who reject divine truth):  provide what is necessary  

  to soften their heart through a consistent spiritual walk and rejection of the flesh that  

  envelopes them, being careful to respond to their need and not to their flesh. 

 5.  All this we do while we anticipate and await the kindness that Jesus Christ will show to us 

 when He raptures us from this world and purifies us from our sin nature for eternity. 


