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Last week we identified the method by which Lucifer’s fallen angelic army utilizes our own specific lust 

against us in an attempt to learn our character.  We saw through our previous studies that it is through 

our own specific lust that Satan & Company are able to implement Lucifer’s strategy of deception 

against us.  The dominant area of lust that we possess provides for us vulnerability from within our own 

bodies.  In today’s study, we will identify the manner by which we are able to combat the strategy of the 

deceiver in each and every test we face. 

Mental immersion into our previous lessons is paramount in order to effectively recognize the context 

and mechanics of our study this morning.  Therefore, we will review prior to entering into new material. 

In our previous studies we have seen Lucifer’s strategy of deception through three simple phases: 

 1:  Remove attention from God’s character and holiness. 

 2.  Deceive the individual into thinking rebelliously. 

 3.  Offer something that appeals to the individual, but produces rebellion. 

Lucifer employs this deceptive strategy through an angelic army comprised of those fallen angels who 

were themselves deceived by Lucifer prior to humanity’s creation.  Ephesians 6:12 identifies that there 

are four different ranks in the fallen angelic army of Lucifer. 

 “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 

 against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 

 heavenly powers.” 

The four ranks are identified by their corresponding translations from the Koine Greek of the New 

Testament: 

 1.  Rulers (τὰς ἀρχάς – “tas ar-kas”):  the principals, based on response; indicates the first in a 

 series of others which follow in authority, time, or manner.  These are the highest ranking 

 fallen angels in Satan’s army (Generals). 

 2.  Powers (τὰς ἐξοθσίας – “tas ex-ou-see-ahs”):  the authorities, based on response; indicates 

 fallen angels who have been commissioned specific authority in Satan’s army (commissioned 

 officers). 

 3.  World forces (τοὺς κοσμοκράτορας – “tous kos-mo-krah-tor-ahs”):  the world rulers, based  

 on initiation; indicates fallen angels who have taken authority in the world and rule over it by 

 direct leadership (special forces). 

 4.  Spiritual forces (τὰ πνευματικὰ - “tah pneu-mah-tee-kah”):  the spiritual instruments used 

 to accomplish something; indicates the rank and file fallen angels in Satan’s army (infantry). 

These different ranks are employed by Lucifer who has trained them for their specific roles in his army 

with various methods by which to deploy his strategy of deception into the world system and its 
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inhabitants.  They have been effective at doing so to the point that Lucifer is identified during this age as 

the “prince of the power of the air” by God in Ephesians 2:1-2, 

 “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the 

 course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 

 working in the sons of disobedience.” 

Remember, the point of Lucifer’s strategy of deception is to incite passive or active rebellion against 

God. 

 1.  Passive rebellion is subconscious, coincidental rebellion that occurs because of a lack of 

 proper focus and attention on God’s character and instruction. 

 2.  Active rebellion is conscious, willful rebellion that occurs because of a purposeful decision to 

 knowingly disregard God’s character and instruction. 

Both are sin.  Satan & Company do not care which type of rebellion you participate in, so long as your 

rebel.  This is the point of the testing.  Satan & Company are seeking to learn your personal character 

and integrity through evaluating your response to their test.  To accomplish this we have seen that they 

employ a temptation process that appeals to your individual lust pattern.  Again, the goal of the test is 

to ascertain your character.  If you are receptive to their suggestion then, they are able to captivate you 

into the norms and standards of Lucifer.  If you are not receptive to their suggestion, then they retreat 

until another opportunity when they believe you to be vulnerable to their suggestion. 

Satan’s fallen angelic army is well trained and thoroughly understanding of the dominant area of lust 

possessed by their target.  You need to know which category of lust is your dominant area in order to 

effectively identify when you are being tested by Satan & Company.  There are three categories as we 

have studied from 1 John 2:16. 

 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of 

 life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.” 

Three categories of lust: 

 1.  The lust of the flesh-Sensuality: 

  The desire to consume things through the senses which satisfy the desires of the  

  body and soul of man. 

 2.  The lust of the eyes-Materialism: 

  The desire to consume those material things which one can see with his eyes in this  

  world. 

 3.  The boastful pride of life-Egoism/Pride: 

  The self-willed, independent mentality of self-ascribed value produced by self-centric  

  thought process and perspective and produces a desire to consume activities and  

  experiences of personal preference. 
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You have your own specific composition of these lusts, but one of them is dominant.  Understanding 

which is dominant is facilitated through the confession of known sin and an understanding of the desire 

that motivated the sinful action.  All sin is the result of personal desire for some specific objective or 

goal.  That desire is what prompts your volition to seek out how to go about securing the object, feeling, 

or importance it wants.  It is this process that is one of Satan & Company’s more successful methods 

used in testing your character in order to evaluate your receptivity to Lucifer’s norms and standards. 

Last week we identified norms and standards as the following: 

 1. A “Norm” is any action, behavior, or protocol accepted as a typical occurrence which is 

 normal to an individual or a group.  For example, it is normal that people in this world get sick 

 and die.  Or, it is normal for people to get up, get dressed, and go to work, school, or the grocery 

 store. 

 2.  A “standard” is any moral or ethical belief that determines the validity of an action.   The 

 personal possession of a standard is a moral-that which an individual personally believes to be 

 valid as right or wrong.  An ethic is that which a collective group believes to be valid as right or 

 wrong.  God is the true revealing of ethics and the morals of the believer are to be in complete 

 conformity to the ethics of God. 

The world during this time period known as the Church Age operates under the norms and standards of 

Lucifer as he uses the spirit of error to bring about his kingdom’s operation in his attempt to overthrow 

God as Sovereign.  1 John 4:1-6 has commanded believers to test all things according to the standard 

provided to us, the Word of God.  The goal of testing all things is to ascertain the source of the message.  

Notice it is not the message itself which is the focus, but rather the source.  The message may sound the 

same or may be very similar.  However, the message itself is not inherently the problem, but rather its 

source.  There are two sources available as we have seen from 1 John 4:1-6. 

 1.  The Spirit of Truth-The Holy Spirit teaching divine viewpoint (God’s perspective) through the 

 Word of God. 

 2.  The Spirit of Error-Satan & Company teaching satanic viewpoint (Satan’s perspective) through 

 the categories of lust of this world. 

Your capability to understand the spirit of truth and its message is the human spirit birthed alive in you 

at the moment of your personal faith in Jesus Christ to be your personal Savior as it interacts with the 

indwelling, filling, and teaching ministries of the Holy Spirit.  Understanding its message requires you to 

be functioning spiritually rather than carnally. 

Your capability to understand the spirit of error and its message is the human soul under the authority 

of the flesh as it interacts with the schemes, tests, and norms and standards of the world system around 

you.  Understanding the message of the spirit of error require you to be functioning carnally rather than 

spiritually. 
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Therefore, just as there are two sources of information at work in this world, there are likewise two 

receptors for each message: 

 1.  The human spirit under the control of the Holy Spirit’s leadership. 

 2.  The human soul under the control of the flesh’s leadership. 

At any given moment either the human soul is the source of your operation or the human spirit.  In the 

same given moment either the flesh is in authority or the Holy Spirit, respectively. 

Lucifer and his fallen angelic army’s objective is to get you to operate under the control of the flesh’s 

leadership.  This, we learned, is so that they can use your flesh to manipulate your thoughts and actions 

in a process of temptation established in James 1:14-15. 

 “But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.  Then when lust 

 has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.” 

Through the dominant area of lust that belongs to your specific human flesh you are tested individually.  

The test is implemented by a general infantry soldier in Lucifer’s fallen angelic army who is assigned to 

you and trained in the methods relevant to your lust pattern.  The process is simple: 

 1.  An infantry member of Lucifer’s fallen angelic army brings bait to the attention of the 

 individual’s dominant lust pattern. 

 2.  The lust of the individual takes the offer of the bait to the soul of the individual, forcing him 

 to make a decision with his volition. 

 3.  As the individual entertains the bait, his own lust begins to negotiate with his soul in order to 

 convince his volition to take the bait. 

 4.  Taking the bait gratifies the desire of his lust, but plunges the individual into rebellion and 

 subsequent judgment for sin. 

Last week we learned that the transition between temptation and sin occurs when the individual gives 

volitional consent to agree to the offer presented to it.  In that moment lust conceives and brings forth 

sin, and sin gives birth to death. 

The word “conceived” is translated from the Koine Greek word συλλαβοῦσα (“sul-lah-bou-sah”) which 

literally means, “performing the action in a point in time as a matter of principle to take two things 

together and combine them into one based on one’s own response.” 

 συλλαβοῦσα (“sul-lah-bou-sah”):  performing the action in a point in time as a matter of 

 principle to take two things together and combine them into one based on response. 

 Participle: Describes a noun by an action; establishes a principle of operation. 

 Aorist:  Identifies an action which occurs in a point in time. 

 Active:  Subject performs the action-the lust performs the action. 

 Nominative: Describes the subject of the statement. 
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 Singular: Describes a singular subject. 

 Feminine: Identifies the action is based on response. 

The combining of your soul to the bait offered to your results in missing the mark of God’s standard of 

righteousness.  When sin is brought forth it then gives birth to death.  Our study identified that in the 

context of James who is writing to believers, the type of death brought forth is temporal death; 

temporary separation from fellowship with God. 

Temporal death begins when the believer leaves fellowship with God by consenting to take the bait in 

the trap.  He now operates fleshly, rather than spiritually and as such is not able to understand that 

which is from the spirit of truth which is spiritually discerned.  1 Corinthians 2:14 identifies the natural 

man cannot understand the things of God.   

 “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 

 him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” 

The primary objective of the test is ultimately to get the believer who is in operating spiritually in 

fellowship with God to operate carnally out of fellowship with God as a “natural man.” 

The word “natural” is translated from the Koine Greek word ψυχικὸς  (“psu-chi-kos”) which literally 

means, “soulish, an initiator.” 

 ψυχικὸς  (“psu-chi-kos”):  soulish,  an initiator

 Adjective: Describes a noun (“man). 

 Nominative: Identifies the subject of the statement. 

 Singular: Describes one man. 

  Masculine: Identifies the soulish man as an initiator (one who initiates or starts something).

The things which are initiated by the soulish man are only those things which are fleshly.  Furthermore, 

as a soulish man who is operating under the authority and leadership of his flesh, the soulish man is 

incapable of understanding spiritual realities such as the spirit of truth.   

The words “does not accept” are translated from the Koine Greek words ού δέχεται (“ou dek-eh-tai”) 

which literally mean, “he really participates in putting himself into the location where someone or 

something else acts upon him to continuously not receive something that is being offered.” 

 ού (“ou”): not 

 Adverb:  Modifies an action. 

 Negative: Negates the action it modifies. 

 δέχεται (“dek-eh-tai”) he really participates in putting himself into the location where 

 him to continuously receive something that is being  someone or something else acts upon

 offered. 

 Verb:  Identifies an action. 

 Present: Identifies a continuous type of action with no regard for its ending. 
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 Middle-Passive:  Identifies the subject participates in the action by placing himself into  

    the position or location for another to act upon him to accomplish the  

    action. 

  Indicative: Mood of reality; identifies the action as a part of reality.

 3rd Singular: Identifies the subject of the verb as a “he”, “she”, or “it”. 

Combined together these words identify that the soulish man is in a location wherein his in acted upon 

by someone or something else to not receive that which is being offered to it.  In context, Paul identifies 

in verse 13 that he is referring to the natural man’s participation in being acted upon to reject those 

words taught by the Spirit, the spirit of truth. 

These words seem foolish to the natural man whose perspective and understanding is developed based 

upon interaction in the world system under the leadership of his personal lust.  This produces in the 

natural man a biased and personally skewed perspective of his world which is apart from spiritual 

reality.  The natural man is a participant in the norms and standards of this world system and is 

manipulated into further indoctrination into Lucifer’s thought process by the spirit of error working 

within him, a son of disobedience. 

While operating soulishly, the natural man is incapable of understanding the spiritual message of the 

spirit of truth.  The words “he cannot” are translated from the Koine Greek words ού δύναται (“ou du-

nah-tai”) which literally mean, “he really does not participate in the action of placing himself into the 

location where someone or something else acts upon him to continuously have natural inherent power 

for the purpose of performing the action in a point in time to understand experientially.” 

 ού (“ou”): not 

 Adverb:  Modifies an action. 

 Negative: Negates the action it modifies. 

 δύναται (“du-nah-tai”):  he really participates in putting himself into the location where 

him to continuously have natural, inherent power  someone or something else acts upon 

 Verb:  Identifies an action. 

 Present: Identifies a continuous type of action. 

 Middle-Passive:  Identifies the subject participates in the action by placing himself into  

    the position or location for another to act upon him to accomplish the  

     action.

  Indicative: Mood of reality; identifies the action as a part of reality.

 3rd Singular: Identifies the subject of the verb as a “he”, “she”, or “it”. 

Combined together these words identify that the natural man does not put himself into the place, 

fellowship with God, where he is acted upon by the Holy Spirit for the purpose of understanding the 

things of the Spirit of God. 

The word “understands” is translated from the Koine Greek word γνῶμαι (“gnoh-mai”) which literally 

means, “to perform the action in a point in time to understand by experience as a matter of purpose.” 
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 γνῶμαι (“gnoh-mai”):  to in a point in time to understand by experience perform the action as a 

.  matter of purpose

 Verb:  Identifies an action. 

 Aorist:  Identifies the action occurs in a point in time. 

  Active:  Identifies the subject performs the action.

  Infinitive: Identifies the action as being done as a matter of purpose.

The soulish man rejects the things of the Spirit of God because, from his soulish perspective and the set 

of norms and standards with which he has aligned himself, they are moronic.  By rejecting the message 

of the spirit of truth, the soulish man continues to bolster his norms and standards more solidly and 

continues in his deception into further indoctrination in to the norms and standards of Lucifer’s world 

system.  His arrogant rejection of that which belongs to the Spirit of God keeps him out of the place 

where he needs to be in order to understand the spiritual things of God, fellowship with God. 

The things of the Spirit of God are spiritually discerned.  The word “discerned” is translated from the 

Koine Greek word ἀνακρίνεται (“ah-nah-kri-neh-tai”) which literally means, “it really is acted upon in a 

continuous type of action to arrive at a ruling after distinguishing something through discernment.” 

 ἀνακρίνεται (“ah-nah-kri-neh-tai”):  it really in a continuous type of action to is acted upon 

 arrive at a ruling after distinguishing something through discernment 

 Verb:  Identifies an action. 

 Present: Identifies a continuous type of action. 

 Passive:  Identifies the subject of the verb is acted upon. 

 Indicative: Mood of reality; identifies the action as a part of reality. 

 3rd Singular: Identifies the subject of the verb as being “he”, “she”, or “it”. 

That which belongs to the Spirit of God is only able to be understood by means of spiritual evaluation.  

The soul is incapable of understanding the things of the Spirit of God apart from doing so spiritually.  

Satan & Company are well aware of this reality.  The things of the Spirit of God-the message of the spirit 

of truth-are only able to be understood spiritually. 

Remember, James 1:14-15 is speaking to believers.  Lucifer’s objective is not merely to get the believer 

to rebel against God, but ultimately to get the believer to operate independent of God’s Spirit.  Satan & 

Company need believers operating soulishly just like those unbelievers who do not have a living human 

spirit.  Those who are operating soulishly are sons of disobedience, whether believer or unbeliever. 

The remedy for soulish operation for the unbeliever is to place their faith in the message of Jesus Christ.  

This results in the unbeliever, being born spiritually from above and possessing the necessary 

components for understanding the things of the Spirit of God:  a living human spirit and the indwelling 

of the Holy Spirit. 
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The remedy for soulish operation for the believer is to return to the Father through confession of known 

sin at which point he is cleansed for his sin by the Father and restored to fellowship with Him.  This was 

taught to Nicodemus, a teacher of Israel, by Jesus and recorded by John in John 3:5,  

 “Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot 

 enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 

 Spirit is spirit.’” 

Jesus taught His disciples of both eternal security and fellowship when He washed their feet prior to His 

betrayal.  John records this instruction in John 13:5-10, 

 “Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 

 with the towel with which He was girded. So He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, “Lord, do 

 You wash my feet?” Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not realize now, but you 

 will understand hereafter.” Peter said to Him, “Never shall You wash my feet!” Jesus answered 

 him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, then 

 wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.” Jesus said to him, “He who has bathed 

 needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” 

Notice His words to Simon Peter, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely 

clean.”  Without washing the feet, teaching of the maintenance of sin through confession of sin to God 

alone, Jesus says his disciples cannot have any part with Him. 

Our partnership with God depends upon our confession of sin to Him.  God is holy and righteous; as 

such no unrighteousness may associate with Him.  Through Jesus Christ the believer has had a complete 

bath and needs only to wash his feet when he walks where he ought not to walk.  When the believer 

walks apart from fellowship with God he is walking soulishly from his flesh and is being indoctrinated 

into the norms and standards of Lucifer in the world system around him. 

Combatting the strategy of the deceiver starts with maintenance of fellowship with God through the 

confession of known sin.  As the soulish believer humbles himself to the conviction of the Holy Spirit and 

the discipline of His Heavenly Father he repents from his sin and confesses it to God, repeating this as 

frequently as is necessary. 

Once back in fellowship, the believer continues to combat the strategy of the deceiver by rejecting the 

bait offered to his flesh by Lucifer’s fallen angelic soldier. 

 “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.” 

Romans 13:14 

 


