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Mission Ministry
“…Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you….”
Matthew 28:19-20

Members of Shepherd of the Hills actively recognize and support
missions through prayer, involvement and financial gifts. Shepherd’s
mission program currently consists of four major components: our
Missionaries, our School, District and Synod support and Human
Care, with a focus on Witness, Mercy and Life Together.
This “Faith in Action” is focused to provide specifically information
on Human Care organizations that Shepherd supports.
God has directed us to care for the children and those in need:
“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me
to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the
sea.” Matthew 18:6
“The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow
and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.”
Psalms 146:9
“This is my commandment, that you love one another, just as I
have loved you.” John 15:12
“And they were bringing children to him that he might touch
them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he
was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the children come to me; do
not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly I
say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a
child shall not enter it.’ And he took them in his arms and blessed
them, laying his hands on them.” Mark 10:13-16
Throughout the year the Mission Committee prioritizes and allocates
funds and programs to provide Human Care to meet the needs of

"If a commission by
an earthly king is
considered an honor,
how can a
commission by a
Heavenly King be
considered a
sacrifice?"
— David Livingstone,
Scottish Congregationalist
pioneer medical missionary

those we serve. This prioritization is based on the focus of the congregation while seeking agencies that share
our Christian message. Missions at Shepherd provide each of us opportunities to show Mercy and Life Together
through human care.
Members of Shepherd of the Hills live in a great area blessed by God; however there are those that are in need.
Through Human Care our congregation reaches out to provide support and assistance through in kind gifts and
through benevolence. Human Care allows us to share our abundance with those who are unable to provide for
their families.
God has blessed Shepherd through a congregation and leadership striving to be God’s
children and share His gifts with others. Human Care allows each of us to put our faith into
action.

Following is a brief introduction to each of the human care agencies supported by Shepherd.
Please take a moment to get to know these agencies, then pray for them and seek to learn more about their
work. Additional information about the mission ministry may be found through the Shepherd of the Hills
website at: ShepherdHillsChurch.org/connect/missions.
Shepherd of the Hills has recognized five major human care missions that provide Christian support for those in
need and also provides opportunities for members of our congregation to get involved. These agencies include
Salvation Army, Bethesda, Global Connections International, Christian World Outreach and Breakfast with
Baby. These agencies include local and international services.
Our members continue to demonstrate a strong desire to share the gift of Christ with our community through
actions of Mercy, Witness and Life Together. The human care missions that Shepherd actively supports provide
many opportunities and ways to share the gift of Christ through action and outreach in our community.
The challenge is how to coordinate the human care opportunities with those who would like to get involved.
Some people have a heart for brief caring events, others have a heart for being involved occasionally. Some
have skills in direct involvement; others prefer to perform actions of support.
Our members are busy and looking for the ways to get involved. The mission committee provides guidance so
members don’t have to comb through all the opportunities with each of the human care missions.
The Mission Committee has established Ministry Ambassadors. Members have volunteered to be ambassadors.
They provide a conduit between the opportunities and needs of the human care mission and members of our
congregation, bringing the needs and the doers together for an event, an activity or an opportunity to share Life
Together. For more information on any ministry and how you may become involved, contact the ambassador
directly or any mission committee member.
BENEVOLENCE ASSISTANCE:
The Benevolence Fund has aided eight individuals/families by sharing
Christ’s love in a material way in a time of crisis. The needs have included
paying short term utility bills, insurance premiums, gas, hotel lodging, rent
and recovery home intake fees. Food assistance for walk-ins is provided
with King Soopers gift cards. Funds are paid directly to the provider, not the individual.
If you need assistance, or would like to learn more about Benevolence Assistance, contact Maynard Buck –
maynard@buck.org.

ALTERNATIVES PREGNANCY CENTER:
Alternatives Pregnancy Center cares for Denver area women and men in
pregnancy-related crisis and offers them a meaningful alternative to abortion.
Following the example of Christian love, the center seeks to meet their
emotional, physical and spiritual needs. They enable and encourage clients to
choose life every day. A one-time financial gift was given to Alternatives
Pregnancy Center.
Ambassador: Open
BETHESDA:
Bethesda provides services to individuals with developmental disabilities. Shepherd serves as a partner
congregation and provides a place for those served through Bethesda to call their church home.

Six Bethesda houses (24 to 30 people) have come in the past, but presently fewer than six
persons attend on a regular basis. One reason for this decline is due to the turnover of
caregivers at the various homes. Another reason for the decline is a few group home residents are now in single host homes. This is a better situation for the resident to have a single
family life, but the host family does not always take the initiative to attend church. The
ambassadors are in touch with the Ministry Consultant/Religious Life at Bethesda to assist in
correcting this situation. Five members from the community also attend.
Confirmation classes are completed and nine members have been prepared for the Holy Sacrament.
Monthly F.A.C.E.S (Faith-Activities-Conversations-Experiences-Services) Night Out at Shepherd has an
attendance from three to ten people.
Christmas Giving Tree produced 15 gift cards for Bethesda residents.
Bethesda Auxiliary: The Bethesda Auxiliary brought their craft show to Shepherd in September 2019. “The
Bethesda Auxiliary is a network of people brought together to provide spiritual and financial support for people
with intellectual and developmental disabilities in partnership with Bethesda Lutheran Communities. The talents
of more than 3,400 men, women and youth create connections – in the church and in the community – that help
the people Bethesda supports pursue their faith.”
Ambassadors: Sam Scheck - sam.scheck@comcast.net; Charley Powers – thepowers1@msn.com
BREAKFAST WITH BABY:
Breakfast with Baby reaches out and provides support for new parents in our community. This ministry provides
breakfast, baby items (diapers, toys, clothes) and fellowship for families with infants
up to two years of age or women who are at least seven months pregnant.
In 2019, the Breakfast with Baby (BwB) mission continued to grow. Shepherd served
over 300 families last year, by providing clothing and support to over 500 children
and serving close to 1,000 meals. That is close to 25,000 diapers and 6,000 pieces of
clothing and toys that were donated and have to be collected, sorted through, stored
and displayed. The second Saturday of each month, Shepherd has 15-20 volunteers who come to share Jesus'
love to those in by preparing meals, serving food, registering, helping park, translating the message, taking care
of children, setting up the tables and store, assisting with shopping, communicating and marketing, tearing down
the store, cleaning up, and many more activities. It is a large effort and more volunteers will aid the program. Thank you to Shepherd for your loving support of this ministry.
Ambassador: Tad Deering – taddeering@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN WORLD OUTREACH:
Christian World Outreach (CWO) serves individuals in Burkina Faso, Haiti, Zambia and Zimbabwe through
responsible evangelism, to bring dignity, self-worth and encouragement through leadership development and
to meet the physical needs of people through humanitarian assistance.
Shepherd partners with CWO with humanitarian aid. Financial assistance has been given to the Haiti Feminine
Training Center. This center they provides cooking, baking, sewing and cosmetology classes. Despite difficulties
and hardship due to civil unrest and the socio-economic situation, some graduates go on to open their own
business. Another country experiencing civil unrest is Burkina Faso. Shepherd has provided funds for solar
energy to a compound. Orphaned children have been given assistance in Zimbabwe to provide food and education.
The missionaries in Zambia, after seventeen years of service, must leave this mission, due to a change in taxes
within the country, which makes it no longer affordable. The CWO missionaries have served nephews and deaf
boys in Zambia and also provided education throughout the country in the prevention of AIDS. God has provided
a path for the Seeds of Hope Children’s Ministry to take over the work of the CWO missionaries. Some nephews
that have been trained by them will stay active and continue to provide leadership roles.
Ambassador: Kevin Holle – kevin.holle@dish.com
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL:
The mission of Compassion International is “Releasing children from poverty in Jesus' name.
We commit to honor Jesus Christ in all that we do. Jesus is the core of our ministry and his life
and teachings shape our programs.” Members of Shepherd sponsor children in many
countries.
Ambassador: Eric Schmidt – ericj4957@msn.com
FAMILY TREE:
Shepherd demonstrates Mercy and Life Together by providing Shepherd’s facilities to allow parents to meet and
visit with their children in a safe environment, where circumstances have required supervised visits.
Ambassador: Pastor Greg Zillinger
FLEECE NAVIDAD:
Shepherd members provide fleece to members of the Rowan Community. Residents of Rowan Community
suffer long term neurological disorders and are often without family support. Thirty men and women were
served this year through the Christmas Giving Tree. These gifts of love and support are probably the only gift
they received this year.
Ambassador: Debbie Lallement – d.lallement@comcast.net
FOOD FOR THE POOR:
Food for the Poor, Inc., is an ecumenical Christian nonprofit organization based in Coconut
Creek, Florida, that provides food, medicine and shelter, among other services, to the poor
in Latin American and the Caribbean. Designated funds from members provide financial
assistance.
GATEWAY BATTERED WOMEN SHELTER:
Gateway Battered Women Shelter provides shelter for adults and children suffering from domestic abuse. The
Stephen Ministry at Shepherd has taken this agency under their wing and takes collections throughout the year
to obtaine supplies for the shelter. This shelter provides women with confidentiality and safety, enabling the
rebuilding of a life free from abuse.
Ambassador: Stephen Ministry

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS INTERNATIONAL (GCI) – Human Trafficking:
Colorado, and specifically Arapahoe County, has a high rate of human sex trafficking. GCI has been recognized by
Shepherd for their program to reach out and educate our children, increase parental awareness and focus on
internet safety. This program is call Our Kids are Their Targets. “Human trafficking is the second largest, $152
billion a year criminal enterprise in the world. Every 30 seconds someone becomes the victim of exploitation.
“Contained within the Mobile Educational Exhibit and Pick-up Truck, a 44-foot
display trailer, the interior of GCI’s exhibit includes a video monitor with
information about human trafficking and where it takes place. Human
trafficking is defined as ‘the use of force, fraud or coercion to exploit individuals for financial gain.’ Inside of the display trailer are multiple graphics about
human trafficking, as well as a series of videos featuring young girls speaking
about how they ended up being trafficked. ‘He noticed me, not even my
friends understand me like he does. He loves me, he seems safe,’ said one girl about a guy she recently met
online.”
“We can no longer live our lives with the same carefree attitudes that we have enjoyed in the past! Serious
precautions are absolutely necessary if our kids are to be fortified against the constant threats that human
traffickers use to ensnare them!” Jim Weber President & CEO, GCI.
Shepherd provides volunteers and financial support to GCI. The Mobile Educational Exhibit and Pickup Truck was
at Shepherd during Sunday morning church services last summer. Since the truck was open to the public it has
traveled 22,500 miles, has been on the road for 97 days at 41 separate events including, fairs, rodeos, schools,
churches, NASCAR races, conventions, and a variety of local community gatherings. Nearly 1,000,000 people
attending these events have been exposed to the human trafficking problem. The GCI team has personally
interacted with 9,380 individuals regarding the details related to this very real threat within our communities.
Doors are being opened to get into public school systems in Colorado and Nebraska. Students as young as the 7 th
grade have let the GCI staff know “that they have already been involved doing bad things with bad people’.”
They just didn’t know who to talk to. Law Enforcement Agencies are often involved in community presentations.
Ambassadors: Rod Stewart – rstewart@students.ccu.edu; Pam and Greg Johnson – ecbidder@gmail.com
ANCHOR HOUSE-BROOMFIELD, CO:
This mission is for emancipated foster children: “There are hundreds of young men and women between the
ages of 14-18 who will be emancipated in Colorado over the next few years. They need a home. We are building
one.” Anchor House will be a safe environment to learn life skills with a counselor to help with job search.
Without safe and adequate housing a high percentage of these youth will become homeless, addicted to drugs
or alcohol, or sexually exploited. “With stable, affordable housing and on-going contact with case managers, they
are much more likely to stay in post high school education or successfully transition into the work force.”
Sponsors are Lutheran Church of Hope, Lutheran Family Services, who have committed to providing counselors
and case managers for the long term, the City of Broomfield, Thrivent Financial and Habitat for Humanity. A
one-time financial gift was given to the Anchor House Building Fund in Broomfield, CO.
LION’S CLUB – EYEGLASSES:
Shepherd recognizes the benefit and value of recycling the used eyeglasses. Members
recycle their eyeglasses and they are taken to a Lion’s Club member for distribution
throughout the world. Since eyeglass collections began in 2010, 1,422 eyeglasses have
been collected.
Ambassador: Betty Atwood – bjatwood@centurylink.net

SERTOMA CLUB – HEARING AIDS:
Similar to eyeglass collection, recycled hearing aids are also valuable to people who cannot afford them. Hearing
aids are collected and given to the Sertoma Club.
Ambassador: Norm Borchers – normid2@msn.com
LUTHERAN VALLEY RETREAT:
Lutheran Valley Retreat is a year round retreat and summer camp facility in the Pike National
Forest. LVR provides a place to focus on God and build relationship with Jesus Christ without
interruption. Confirmation class retreats are spent at LVR, providing an opportunity for them
to experience the majesty of God and build relationship with each other.
Ambassador: Open
LC-MS WORLD MISSIONS DISASTER RELIEF
Shepherd, combined with other LC-MS churches in the Rocky Mountain District, delivers Christian support and
care for those suffering as a result of natural disasters. Shepherd has recognized natural disasters that have
happened throughout the year. With each of these disasters comes critical need for human care. Our church has
stepped forward to provide aid though funds and direct services to assist those in disaster areas, including
hurricanes, fires and flooding.
Ambassador: Open
PRISON MINISTRY:
The Bible Study Ministry Team is in their fourth year at the Federal Camp after being moved from the actual
Federal Correctional Institute (prison) at the request of the Prison Chaplain. The camp consists of about 120
men. Inmates at the Camp have a considerable amount of freedom and many have jobs that allow them to leave
the Prison/Camp grounds on a temporary basis. The Bible study volunteer team is allowed entry to the Camp on
Tuesdays from 6:00 – 8:00 PM each week.
Each member of the Team receives training from the Prison on a yearly basis. Community Bible Study provides
training for the team and also provides study material. The current volunteers from Shepherd
make up a team of five that includes other LC-MS members, which is unusual. The population
is always in flux with transfers and releases. It is difficult to maintain consistency throughout
any particular study since many of the studies last 30 weeks. It is difficult for people to understand life in prison. The team is not allowed to recruit and must depend on the men attending
to bring others to the study. Please include the inmates and their families in your prayers.
Ambassador: Milo Samson – mjmsamson@msn.com
SALVATION ARMY:
Mission statement: “The Salvation Army is an evangelical part of the universal Christian Church. Our message is
based on the Bible, our ministry is motivated by the love of God, and our mission is to preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ and to meet human needs in his name without discrimination.”
Shepherd reaches out and provides care for families in need in our community through the Salvation Army,
Arapahoe County. Financial assistance is provided as well as in kind gifts through various Salvation Army
ministries.
Thanksgiving and Easter Food Drives: Shepherd members are very generous at Thanksgiving and Easter,
providing food for the less fortunate in our area. Carts of groceries are donated and delivered to the Salvation
Army for distribution.
Ambassador: Eric Schmidt – ericj4957@msn.com

Christmas Giving Tree: The Christmas Giving Tree provided thirty-one gifts to members of the
community through the Salvation Army ministry. It is interesting to note that the ambassador
requested 50 tags. It is a blessing to learn from Salvation Army that due to the current economy
and many other churches’ participation, only 31 tags were available. The local community is
meeting the needs of the less fortunate.
Ambassador: Audrey Monson – audreymonson48@hotmail.com
SANDWICH SUNDAY:
Shepherd volunteers prepare sack lunches, including meat sandwiches, cookies, granola bars, and bottled water
at least two times a year. They are then taken to City Park for distribution.
Ambassador: Jodie Stoltenow – jstoltenow@sothfamily.org
TOXIC CHARITY:
After reading Toxic Charity by Robert D. Lupton, the Mission Committee members
believe it is important to provide “mercy” and also to provide a pathway to
“self-sufficiency” for the people we serve. If you are interested in learning more
how this can be done, contact Maynard Buck – maynard@buck.org.

Mission Ministry
Duties and Responsibilities
The Mission Ministry has been established by Shepherd of the Hills to focus on mission outreach. Following is a brief
description of the duties and responsibilities of the ministry and members of the Mission Ministry. If you would like to
join the Mission Ministry or learn more about the ministry do not hesitate to visit with any member listed below or join
us during our monthly meetings held the third Saturday of each month between 9:00-11:00 am.
1. Oversight regarding available resources, people & dollars, insuring that they used in a God-given manner:
• Missionary Support: Research missionaries throughout the world, areas where they serve and organizations
they represent, to determine if Shepherd of the Hills should support them, have a relationship with them and
encourage their mission outreach.
• Human Care Support: Research human care organizations in the community, whether they are included in the
hundreds of requests received or recommended by a member involved in an organization; Determine if there
organizations beliefs and mission compliment the beliefs of Shepherd of the Hills; Determine if the agency’s
mission is a duplication of an existing organization; Determine if Shepherd of the Hills should support the
requesting organization; Focus funding to provide a significant impact for the organization.
• District and Synod Support: Identify and allocate funds to aid in supporting the work of the Synod and Rocky
Mountain District.
• Manage funds identified for missions: Develop a budget based on projected income from the church general
fund and designated offerings; Manage expenditures aligned with the budget; Ensure expenditures do not
exceed actual income; Ensure all designated funds go to the designated mission; allocate funds in a manner
that provides an impact to the organizations.
• Monthly assessments of revenue and expenses to determine to expand or decrease the ministry funding.
2. Develop policies and procedures to create structure and uniform standards in accordance with our Christian values.
• Mission trip strategy
• Short term mission trip policy
3. Identify opportunities to engage members in mission and human care activities.
4. Church/School/Youth Cooperation.
• Participation in church/ school events.
• Encourage and support youth groups to become involved in missions.
• Facilitate mission projects with school.
5. Benevolence
• Review benevolence requests from members and non-members on an ongoing basis.
• Provide information for assistance at other organizations.
• Provide limited advice or aid regarding requestor’s financial situation.
6. Communications.
• Communicate to the congregation in the bulletin, the Voice, and all
media outlets.
• Quarterly updates on the status of the mission program,
highlighting missionaries, human care organizations, LCMS/RMD
and annual financial report.
• Communicate with missionaries.
7. Human Care.
• Manage and/or provide oversight for various annual drives, food,
gifts, school supplies, fleece and special projects.
8. Host Missionaries.
• Encourage and invite missionaries to visit Shepherd of the Hills.
• Provide housing and/or meals for missionaries visiting Shepherd of
the Hills.
Please contact members of the Shepherd of the Hills

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
7691 S. University Blvd., Centennial, CO 80122
303-798-0711 § ShepherdHills-Church.org

Mission Ministry to gain additional information.
Members include: Maynard Buck—Chair,
Betty Atwood, Vicki Faas, Kevin Holle,
Debbie Misegadis, Mary Powers, Eric Schmidt, and
Pastor Zillinger.

