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There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to the one hope that belongs
to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all
and through all and in all.

~Ephesians 4:4-6

A Letter from Pastor Oesch

TOGETHER ... in Worship

Colossians 3:16: "Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the
Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts."

Dear Shepherd of the Hills, Inside You’ll Find

Throughout the year, whenever our theme of Together is brought up | (Pastor Ben)

can’t get the jingle, “Together! Together! Together, everyonel..We’re all in this 2 Member News

together...” from High School Musical out of my head. Now it’s in your head! ;) 6 Mission & Ministries

Admittedly, we did not choose our 2026-27 church and school theme based on the .

2006 hit movie, although the song does track with the reasons we chose our theme— 7 Pastor’s Letter Continued

because we care deeply about being together, as reflected in Shepherd’s long-standing 8 ELC/Youth News

value of Life Together. 9 ELC 25" Anniversary
Impact Story

The News:

As part of our Together initiative, beginning January 3, 2027, Shepherd of the Hills will

have two services: 8:00am in the Sanctuary in the Traditional style; 10:45am in the Gym

in the Contemporary style.

Why the change? We should always be asking that question: Why are we doing what

we’re doing?

First, we acknowledge: Change is not easy. We know this personally impacts especially

those who faithfully attend the 10:45 Traditional service. We recognize that there may d THE

be feelings of loss or anxiety. These emotions are understandable and we want to do s-ﬂl’- LuUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYNOD

Continued on page 7

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
7691 S. University Blvd.

Centennial, CO 80122
303-798-0711  ShepherdHillsChurch.org



Member News

Grandfriends Brunch Set for November 1

Join us for this wonderful intergenerational event on
November 1 from 9:30-10:30am in the Parish Halll It's a
time to connect with your grandfriend as you eat, talk, and
learn about God's Word together. Kids, Xtreme, and SHYP
are welcome to join us even if you don't have a grandfriend
or your grandfriend is out of town. Questions? Contact
Connie Rosel at Rosel connie@yahoo.com, 720-324-9270.

Thanksgiving Food Drive for Shepherd Food Bank

We will be collecting food and grocery gift cards for those in
need this Thanksgiving and handing them out via our Food
Bank. We would like to assemble bundles for families that
include the following. If you could fulfill a bundle for one
family that would be a blessing, or give according to your
ability. Please drop your donation on the tables in the
Welcome Center or Gym by Sunday, Nov. 15.

Suggested items include:
o A S$15-520 grocery gift card for a turkey purchase
Chicken broth (1 - 14 oz can)
Mashed potatoes (1 - 7.2 oz box)
Stuffing (1 - 6 oz box)
Turkey gravy (3 dry packs)
Cream of mushroom soup (1 - 10 oz can)
Onions (“French’s” 1 can)
Green Beans (2 cans)
Cranberry Sauce (1 - 16 oz can)
Pumpkin pie mix (1 - 15 oz can)
Evaporated milk (1 - 12 oz can)
Pie crust (graham cracker 1 tin, or box of Jiffy pie
crust
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Next Active Seniors Luncheon Is November 12

Our next luncheon will be on Thursday, November 12,
starting at 10:30am with coffee in the Atrium, followed at
11:15am by lunch and a program in the Fellowship Hall. If
you need a ride to the event, please Jan Hoener, 303-898-
5401.

Breakfast With Baby Serves 20 Families in October
On October 10, Breakfast with Baby served breakfast and a
devotion to 54 people from 20 families. Those families were
then able to shop for diapers, wipes, clothes and other
available items for 46 children! For the November 14 event,
Size 6 diapers are needed as well as 9-mo and 4yr boys’ and
24-mo and 4yr girls’ winter clothes. Thank you!

Funeral

Kenneth Schlichtemeier

Died: 8/15/2026

Service: 11/7/2026 at 10am in

’

Inviting Our Neighbors to Christmas

Join us for a Jesus Door-2-Door evangelism event on
Saturday, November 21 from 9:00am-1:00pm in the Parish
Hall. We are excited to reach out to our neighbors and invite
them to Christmas at Shepherd! Pizza lunch provided. RSVP
to boesch@sothfamily.org.

Hanging of the Greens

Please join us for Hanging of the Greens on Saturday,
November 28. We will decorate the Sanctuary and Gym
stage for the Advent/CHRISTmas season. Please join us at
8:30am. Coffee, juice and donuts will be provided!

Sunday Morning Worship Update

Beginning Sunday, January 3, Shepherd will move to two
Sunday morning worship services: the 8:00am Traditional
Worship in the Sanctuary and the 10:45am Contemporary
Worship in the Gym.

This change reflects our shared desire to strengthen our life
together as one church family. By gathering together in
greater community, we hope to foster deeper relationships,
care well for our staff and volunteers, and faithfully steward
the resources God has entrusted to us.

November A rwiversaries

3 Maurice and Susan Goldhammer,
58 years

16 Gary and Jane Schwankl, 58 years

21 Rod and Suzanne Stewart, 28 years

NOTE: Don’t see your anniversary listed? Please
contact the front office to have your member
information updated!




Member News

Let's Make Some

AMUSICR

SOS! Choir

SOS stands for “Sing One Sunday.” This is a low
commitment, once-in-a-while opportunity to sing. You may
sing parts or just melody. All rehearsal times are the day of,
less than 15 minutes before worship begins, and the song is
sung right at the beginning of the Traditional services.
Watch for “SOS! Sing One Sunday” announcements
throughout the year. Questions? Contact Gail Black
303.707.4364, ghlack@sothfamily.org.

Sunday, November 1: Holy, Holy, Holy
Sunday, November 29: O Jesus So Sweet
December 25, Christmas Day: a carol sing

Growing Our Youth/Young Adult Team!

After being here 3 years, one of my greatest desires is for an
expanded youth/young adult team. I'm so grateful to
Bethany, Ben, Adam, Sam, our pastors, Val, and Patrick for
all the ways they've invested in these ministries. | would
love to grow our resource bank. That's where YOU come in!

Please check out the Youth and Young Adult Ministry Team
form or fill out the green sheets on the Welcome Center
credenza or the information table in the Gym to let me know
how you would like to offer support. Some commitments
are less than 1x/week or 1x/month.

Having a list of team members to contact would be an asset
and blessing to me and those we serve as we walk
TOGETHER in Christ. ~Sina

Other Ways to Help the Food Bank

Food Donation of the Month

During November, we will be collecting food and grocery
gift cards to put together Thanksgiving dinners. For
details, please read the Food Drive article on Page 2.

Egg Cartons Needed

Our Food Bank will have an ongoing need for egg
cartons. Either paper or styrofoam are fine. Only the
dozen size please. Please give to Sharleen Jespersen or
leave in the church office with a note attached stating
they are for the Food Bank. Thank you!

Your Investment Check Might Be “Anonymous”

Many investment checks have been coming in this year from
companies, such as National Fidelity and LPL Financial, that
have no donor name on them. Checks cannot be credited to
your giving statement without a name present. These funds
are still processed as offerings for the church but are
considered anonymous. This means your end-of-the-year
giving statement may not reflect all your intended giving.
Please have your investment company reference who the
donor is on the memo line of any check offering, unless your
intention is to be anonymous.

Volunteering for Shepherd’s Food Bank

God doesn’t need our help, but our neighbors do. Thank you
to those wonderful volunteers who load, set up, stack, push,
sort, trash, and direct. Each time a family comes, they
receive 2 weeks worth of food. Even when the food bank
distribution day is on a holiday, we come out to serve, so we
can always use more help.

The following are days we would appreciate your time and
talents:

o Every other Monday for food distribution. This month
it's November 2, 16, and 30. (Future dates are listed on
the Shepherd website calendar:
ShepherdHillsChurch.org)

e 2 shifts: 2-4pm and 4-6pm; you may work one or both
shifts *Park in the SOUTH lot and enter through the
southeast entrance to the Great Hall.

e Every Thursday organizing food and packing non-
perishables for distribution

e 9:30-11:30am *Park in the NORTH lot and enter
through the double glass doors to the Great Hall.

e Every Friday organizing food and packing non-
perishables for distribution

e 2:30-4:30pm *Park in the NORTH lot and enter through
the double glass doors to the Great Hall.

You can be as involved as you like on a variety of days or just
one. It's up to you. Questions? Contact Sam Scheck:
sam.scheck@comcast.net or  Sharleen Jespersen:
jiesper417@yahoo.com.
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Member News / Mission & Ministries

Enjoy an Organ Concert at Grace Lutheran!

Join Grace Lutheran Church, Parker, for their 3™ Annual
Organ Concert. Featured organist is Kantor Kevin
Hildebrand of Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne,
IN, who will play some of his original compositions as well
as various organ literature.

+ Sun., Nov. 15, 4pm, 11135 Newlin Gulch Blvd., Parker
80134

Kevin Hildebrand is Kantor at Concordia Theological
Seminary. He completed his undergraduate education at
Concordia University Chicago, holds master’s degrees in
music and theology from The University of Michigan and
Concordia Theological Seminary, respectively, and currently
is a doctoral candidate at Ball State University. He is an
active composer and music editor, with numerous
compositions for organ, choir, and instruments in print with
several publishers. Kevin is the accompanist for the Fort
Wayne Children’s Choir Youth Chorale and is a frequent
organ recitalist, hymn festival presenter, and workshop
leader.

rief'§§ Share’

Every grief journey is unique, but many of the
questions, emotions, and challenges that come with
loss are shared. Each GriefShare session
addresses these common experiences with timely
guidance, compassionate encouragement, and
biblical hope to help you navigate life after the loss
of someone you love.

Surviving the Holidays
Saturday, November 21, 2026
10am-Noon

Please join us for this special event, or invite your
friend or neighbor who is grieving the loss of a
loved one. Our next group meetings begin in

January 2027.

More info and registration at hitp://griefshare.orgl.
Need help registering? Call the church office:
303-798-0711.

Seven Students Need Sponsors at Ray of Hope

Thank you, Shepherd family, for your faithful prayers,
generosity, and continued love for the children and staff of
Ray of Hope in Battambang, Cambodia. Your partnership
means so much, and we thank God for the opportunities it
makes possible!

Five new students have now been enrolled! Together with
two current students awaiting sponsors, we have seven
opportunities to support a child’s education and care
through this Lutheran Christian ministry.

Full sponsorship is $150 per month or $1,800 annually.
Shared sponsorships are welcome—individuals, families,
Bible studies, and other groups can join together to sponsor
a student.

You can also participate through Circle of Hope, which
supports the staff, facilities, programs, and daily operations
serving all the children. Child sponsorship focuses on an
individual student’s education and care, while Circle of Hope
helps sustain the ministry as a whole. Both are deeply
valued.

To learn about the students, explore full or shared
sponsorship, or ask about Circle of Hope, contact Sander
Luckinbill at sanderluckinbill280@gmail.com or Joseph
Stoltenow at jstoltenow22@gmail.com. Questions are
always welcome!

Thank you for every prayer, gift, and act of love.

DINNER OF THE GREENS + 2026

Join the
Circle of Hope.

Surround every child with the shared
care, trusted people, and
dependable ministry they rely on
each day.

SERVING THE LORD IN CAMBODIA




Member News

Bible Readings for the Month

November 1 - All Saints Day;
Daylight Savings Ends

Lessons: Psalm 149; Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17;
1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12

November 8 — 24" Sunday after Pentecost

Lessons: Psalm 70; Amos 5:18-24;
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

November 15 — 25t Sunday after Pentecost

Lessons: Psalm 90:1-12; Zephaniah 1:7-16;
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30

November 22 - Christ the King Sunday

Lessons: Psalm 95:1-7a; Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24;
1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Matthew 25:31-46

November 25 — Thanksgiving Eve

Lessons: Psalm 65; Deut 26:1-11;
2 Cor 9:6-15; Luke 12-13-21

November 29 - 1% Sunday of Advent;
Fifth Sunday

Lessons: Psalm 80:1-7; Isaiah 64:1-9;
1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 11:1-10; Mark 13:24-37

NOTE: Sunday Morning Worship Update
Beginning Sunday, January 3, Shepherd will move to two
Sunday morning worship services: the 8:00am Traditional
Worship in the Sanctuary and the
10:45am Contemporary Worship in the Gym.

Usher Schedule for the Month

November 1 - All Saints Day;
Daylight Savings Ends

8 am Sanctuary — Ava Havekost / Josh Havekost

10:45 Sanctuary — Pam & Russ Robbins
10:45 Gym — Kathy & Chris Biondolilo

November 8 — 24" Sunday after Pentecost
8 am Sanctuary — Julie Ropte / Kasey Ropte

10:45 Sanctuary — Sandy & Bill Griffis
10:45 Gym — Wayne Johnson / Milo Samson

November 15 — 25 Sunday after Pentecost
8 am Sanctuary — Brooklyn Schuchman / Dave Stone

10:45 Sanctuary — Joshua Hoener / Lindsey Jarvi
10:45 Gym — Ron Aukamp / Charley Powers

November 22 - Christ the King Sunday
8 am Sanctuary — Heidi Dudley / Chuck Place

10:45 Sanctuary — Tina & Chris Skirde
10:45 Gym — Sue & Duane Feldmann

November 25 — Thanksgiving Eve
7 pm Sanctuary -
November 29 - 1° Sunday of Advent;
Fifth Sunday
8 am Sanctuary — Bruce Boggess / Paul Rodeck

10:45 Sanctuary — Pam & Russ Robbins
10:45 Gym — Kathy & Chris Biondolilo




Mission and Ministries

Ministry Opportunities

Priscilla Circle serves meals for families after funerals and
memorial services. If you are interested in being part of this
circle as a helper or to bring food for these occasions, please
contact Sandy Garberding at RSGarb@comcast.net or Kay
Stolzenbach at gkstolzenbach@comcast.net.

Loving Meals Ministry

When someone in our Shepherd family has surgery or
becomes ill, help with preparing meals may be needed. If
you or someone you know could use help with small meals
on a short-term basis, please contact the church office at
303-798-0711 and you will be contacted by one of our meal
coordinators.

Contemporary Service Altar Setup/Cleanup Team

This setup/cleanup team takes turns preparing the altar for
the Contemporary services by filling candles and setting out
the altar ware on Sunday mornings. After the service, things
get put away. It doesn’t take much time and there are no
meetings to attend. To be a part of this team, please contact
either Mary Powers at or Luanne
Reimer at

The women of Altar Circle prepare the chancel area in the
Sanctuary for the traditional services. Communion preparations,
changing paraments, filling candles with oil and vacuuming
are just a few of the duties performed before services. On
Communion Sundays, there is cleanup after the services.
We get together for a meeting once a quarter and enjoy
fellowship, a devotion and treats! We’re always looking for
women to help with preparations and Communion cleanup.
The work is shared among our members so it isn’'t a big
commitment of time. Even if you don’t want to come to the
meetings, please consider assisting with Communion cleanup
after the services. Contact Luanne Reimer through email at

Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids

Another 25 pair of eyeglasses have been collected. We are
nearing 2000 pair collected since 2010, currently at 1985!
The eyeglasses have been delivered to the Lions Club and
will be distributed to those in need throughout the world.
Several hearing aids were also collected and given to the
Sertoma organization. Place any eyeglasses and hearing aids
in the designated basket in the Welcome Center cry room.
Your contributions are a blessing to many! Thank you!

Missionary of the Month — November 2026
Rev. Dr. Wilhelm and Angelika Weber — Wittenburg,
Germany

Dr. Wilhelm Weber is the Managing Director at the Old Latin
School in Wittenberg, Germany. The goal of the International
Lutheran Council and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is
“to reach out to the community of Wittenberg, seeking the
lost so that they can hear the saving Gospel of Jesus.” Dr.
Weber holds weekly services at the OLS Chapel in an area
where atheism and secularism have greatly hindered the
church. Dr. Weber is married to Dr. Angelika Weber. Angelika
is active in the community, teaching the Ukrainian refugees
German so they may obtain employment. Teaching Luther’s
doctrine of gospel and grace throughout Germany is one of
the Old Latin School’s purposes. Pray that the gospel reaches
more unbelievers and turns their hearts toward Jesus Christ.

Listening\ Ministry
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Who Benefits from Stephen Ministry?

Everybody benefits from Stephen Ministry! Those receiving
care from Stephen Ministers benefit because they receive
prayer and support throughout the crisis they face. Stephen
Ministers benefit through the spiritual growth they
experience from being involved in meaningful ministry. Our
pastors benefit because caring ministry at Shepherd of the
Hills is expanded, and fewer people will slip through the
cracks. Most of all, you benefit from the knowledge that
special care is available to you should you need it. In
addition, you now have a place where you can refer a friend,
neighbor, coworker, relative, or anyone else you know who
is going through a difficult time so that they can receive
special care when they need it most. Stephen Ministry
makes Shepherd of the Hills a much more caring place!

If you or someone you know could benefit from a Stephen
Minister, please contact Ron Manuello (303-587-0001) or
Pastor Stoltenow.



Pastor’s Letter Continued

Continued from page 1

whatever we can as Pastors, Elders, and the ministry staff to
make this transition as smooth as possible. We as a whole
team are committed to you. If you have questions or
concerns, you are welcome to talk with us. We want to have
these conversations with you, hear your thoughts and
feelings, and move forward together.

This change will have benefits for our congregation as well
as for the mission God has for us as Shepherd of the Hills. As
the Psalmist writes, “How good and pleasant it is when
God'’s people live together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). Being
together in worship edifies the whole body of believers
toward love and good deeds. Being together in worship
forms us to value unity over individualism. Being together in
worship provides a stronger witness for visitors of our unity
and community. Being together in worship opens the door
to being able to celebrate the Lord’s Supper more
frequently with the whole church. Being together in worship
cares for our volunteer community by not overusing their
generosity of time. Being together in worship cares for our
ministry staff by freeing up time to serve in alternate ways.
Being together in worship moves us toward a fiscally
responsible stewardship direction by saving on such things
as guest pastor costs and utility bills. Being together in
worship simplifies a host of logistics regarding aspects such
as worship folders, flowers, children’s chats, and
communication. Being together in worship allows for
families, volunteers, and the whole congregation to be
present to support the young people of our church in faith
milestones,  Confirmations, Baptisms, and other
celebrations. Being together in worship strengthens
pastoral care as the pastors will be able to be fully present
and available at both services.

What are our next steps together?

Acts 2:42: "They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer."

Hebrews 10:24-25: "And let us consider how we may spur
one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another."

We all have a vital part to play in our Life Together at
Shepherd of the Hills. Whether you are a 10:45

Contemporary church-goer, 10:45 Traditional church-goer,
or 8:00 Traditional church-goer, you are bound to see new
faces. We have a responsibility to love, accept, and welcome
one another. Let’s welcome, shake hands, greet, and get to
know each other as we would any guest who walks through
the door.

Be open to change. New people, whether you are walking in
as new people or welcoming new people, necessitates new
culture. Part of our duty as Together Christians is to “be all
things to all people” (1 Corinthians 9:22). Romans 15:7 says,
“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in
order to bring praise to God.” Changes can feel small;
changes can also create deep feelings. But the point
remains: Be open to change on the basis of love for one
another.

Lastly and briefly, going to church is a great idea! (Can you
believe a pastor is saying that!?) Shepherd of the Hills
remains committed to orthodox and faithful Word and
Sacrament ministry. That part remains unchanged. Christ
uniquely delivers His gifts and promises to us and for us in
church. So no matter the worship setting, new faces, new
habits, etc., church should remain the top priority, as it is
beneficial for our whole lives and souls.

Matthew 18:20 both reminds and comforts us: “For where
two or three are gathered in My name, there am | among
them.” The risen Lord Jesus is always with us and goes
before us, His Church. We find solace in His presence and
follow where He leads.

Peace in Christ,

Pastor Brad
Pastor Bevw




ELC/ Youth News

Help Us Celebrate Grandparents and Special Friends with Pie!

Please join us as we celebrate our grandparents and special friends with pie
after chapel on Weds., November 18 in the Parish Hall. Chapel starts at 9am
in the Sanctuary and the Pie Social will follow afterward in the Parish Hall.

ELC Personal Impact Story

In a continuing celebration of the ELC’s 25™ anniversary, read a personal
account of someone who was directly impacted by our ELC program:
Madison Garcia, ELC Assistant Director. Her story appears on Page 9 of the
newsletter.

Youth

Teach Me to Serve Faith Milestone Event

The Teach Me to Serve Faith Milestone will be held on November 15. On
that day third and fourth grade students and their parents will attend a class
during the Sunday School hour where they will learn about sharing their love
for Jesus by serving others. During the Contemporary Service on that day,
the students will receive a blessing from their parents and the congregation.

Plan Ahead for Our Youth Christmas Party

Our annual Christmas Party will take place on Dec. 13 from 4-7pm at the
Monson's house. Wear something Christmas-y and bring a $10-$15 gift if
you want to participate in the gift exchange. Join us for Christmas fun,
games, and food! Friends in 5th-12th grade are welcome. Questions?
Contact Sina.

November Dates to Remember:

e November 1 (Sun) — 12:30-2:30pm — SHYP Youth Group in Youth Room

Xtreme
¢ November 8 (Sun) — 12:30-2pm — Xtreme Youth Group in Youth Room

Young Adult Events

e November 5, 12, 19 (Thurs) — Sports Night, 7-9:30pm. Contact Ben
Barstad for more details and to join the Group Me.

e November 22 (Sun) — Lunch off site, 12:15pm

Youth Group Notes

Shepherd of the Hills” Spiritual Formation
Plan encompasses your child's spiritual
formation from the womb all the way to
when they leave the nest after high school.
It is age appropriate and designed to assist
your children to mature as Lutheran
Christians so they may take a joyful stand
for Christ.

For specific information about Shepherd’s
Confirmation Program, please contact
Pastor Ben Oesch at
boesch@sothfamily.org. For information
about junior and senior high youth groups,
please contact Sina Williams at
swilliams@sothfamily.org. For information
about Family Ministry, contact Jodie
Stoltenow at jstoltenow@sothfamily.org.




ELC - 25" Anniversary Celebration

My Personal Impact Story

Long before | ever imagined Shepherd would become such
an important part of my life, it was simply a place where |
came to visit my stepmom.

In 2013, my stepmom was working at Shepherd, and | was a
freshman at Arapahoe High School. | would often stop by
after school to have lunch with her in the Toddler room, but
at the time, Shepherd was simply a place | visited to see my
mom.

In December of that year, Arapahoe High School
experienced a school shooting. I, along with many other
students, was redirected to Shepherd of the Hills for safety.
We spent hours in the gym while our parents waited outside
to be reunited with us, as every student had to be accounted
for. During those hours, Shepherd staff cared for us in every
way they could. They brought us water and snacks, stayed
with us, and made staff available to support those of us who
needed someone to talk to.

In the weeks and months afterward, it was difficult for me
to return to the Shepherd campus. It brought back
memories of that day and the fear and uncertainty | had felt.
But eventually, after some time, | realized something that
changed the way | saw Shepherd: During one of the most
frightening moments of my life, the people at Shepherd had
treated me like family.

That realization became the beginning of a much bigger part
of my life. | first began volunteering in the Kindergarten
classroom, and as | spent more time at Shepherd, | found
myself wanting to become more involved. | began working
in the Toddler room and later in the After Care program.
Eventually, | began teaching in the 2% and 3-year-old
classroom, where | spent many wonderful years learning,
growing, and building relationships with fellow staff,
children, and families.

When the COVID-19 pandemic brought so much uncertainty
to our community, my role at Shepherd took on a new
meaning. | was the first teacher who returned with a small
group of children as we began the process of figuring out
what it would take to safely reopen our classrooms. It was a

time of learning and adjusting to something none of us had
experienced before. Being part of that process deepened
my appreciation for Shepherd and for the trust that had
been placed in me. It reminded me that God had placed me
at Shepherd for a purpose and was offering guidance
throughout that unprecedented time.

Now, | am blessed to be celebrating my tenth year at
Shepherd, serving as the Assistant Director of the Early
Learning Center.

Looking back, | am incredibly grateful for the way Shepherd
cared for me when | needed it most. What began as a place
where | stopped by to have lunch with my stepmom became
a place of safety, belonging, family, and ultimately became
a place where | found a career and a community that | love.
| often think about how God can use moments we never
would have chosen to lead us somewhere we never
expected to go. | am so grateful that in the midst of one of
the hardest moments of my life, Shepherd was there to
remind me what it means to be cared for, supported, and
welcomed as family.

~Madison Gawrciov
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