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Shepherd’s theme for this Lenten season is From Darkness to Dawn and focuses on 
several Biblical characters who were spiritually “in the dark” and who eventually was 
able to “see the light” of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Nicodemus, Peter, Paul, the tragic 
figure Pontius Pilate (who never did see the light) and blind Bartimaeus will be featured 
in the sermons as we make our way to Holy Week and soon thereafter to the dawn on 
Easter morning. I hope you will make a point to join us each Wednesday evening at 
6:30pm for worship, with refreshments following in the Atrium. 
 
As I write this article, it is the day after Ash Wednesday and it was my privilege to 
preach the sermon. The theme of my sermon was From Darkness to Dawn: The Light 
and the Darkness. The Biblical text was John 1:1-5, 9-11. Many of you were either in 
attendance or watched the service on the live stream and heard the sermon, so I am 
not going to repeat the entire sermon here. Rather, I want to highlight our Lenten 
theme and share some thoughts about darkness and light. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him 
nothing was made that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of 
men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. ~ John 
1:1-4 
 
My Ash Wednesday sermon was designed to introduce the Lenten theme and 
emphasize the significance of the repentant act of the ancients, who sat in sackcloth 
and ashes in sorrow over sin. From the dust you came and to the dust you shall return, 
was heard by each person who came forward to receive the impartation of ashes—
ashes which signify that sin brings about the darkness of death. Not just the existence 
of sin in the world, but our sin, yours and mine.  

From Darkness to Dawn  
A Letter from Pastor Stoltenow 
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15 Ed and Te Weber (38 years) 
16 Ryan and Emilee Melchior (4 years) 
18 Bobby and Carol Otte (23 years) 
21 Randy and Cheryl Hubin (42 years) 
26 Larry and Debbie Lallement (40 years) 
 
NOTE: Don’t see your anniversary listed? Please 
contact the front office to have your member 
information updated! 
 
 

March Anniversaries 

Prayer Candle Crosses for Lent 
Shining Lights For Jesus in Lent: From 6:15-6:30pm, prior to 
Lent Wednesday services, we will again have our meditation 
time with the Prayer Candle Crosses. Directions for use of 
the prayer candle crosses will be in the Wednesday worship 
folders. This is extra quiet time for us to spend with our 
church Family and our heavenly Father. You are welcome to 
take advantage of this special prayer opportunity! 
 

 
 
Breakfast With Baby Continues to Serve 
The February Breakfast with Baby served 57 people from 23 
families. Looking ahead to the March 11 event, we need 
boys’ clothing in sizes 9 months and 3T as well as size 6 
diapers and unscented wipes. Assistance in setting up at 
7:30am, serving breakfast, visiting with guests and helping 
with their shopping is also always appreciated. Thank you 
for continuing to bless this ministry. 
 
Are You Ready for the “Say Yes” Ministry Fair? 
We want our church family and our guests to hang out and 
gather for a time of conversation, refreshments, visiting 
booths, and prizes. If this sounds like a great time to you, 
then “SAY YES” and join us on Sunday, April 16 from 9am to 
10:30 in the gym. This will be the place to learn how we 
“Shine our Lights for Jesus” at Shepherd. Join us as we 
celebrate our volunteers and highlight Shepherd’s many 
ministries and volunteer opportunities. Don’t delay! Put this 
event on your calendar today! 
 
Chili Cook Off Report and Thank You 
Thank you to all contestants for our Chili Cook Off (we had 
20 entries!), to all who came (we had over 125 people!), to 
Infinite Grace who shared music, and to the youth that 
served (we raised over $1800 for our youth trip this 
summer!) Kevin Feit swept with the best chili, Sander 
Luckinbill had Most Unique, David Renner had the best Hot 
and Spicy and Rick Monson (and family) had Best 
Decorated! Our next youth service will be the Easter 
Breakfast on Easter Sunday! 
 
 
 

Member News 

 

 

 Baptism 
Callum Lloyd DeVries 
Son of Scott and Angela 

DeVries 
Born: 11/9/2022 
Baptized: 2/26/2023 
 
Transfers In 
Virginia Morgan 
From Peace Church in 

Illinois 
 
 
 

 

Lenten Food Drive 
From March 12-26 we will collect non-perishable food 
supplies and King Soopers gift cards for the Salvation Army 
Lent food drive.  Please have your donations to the Church 
by Sunday, March 26.  Thank you so much for your 
continued support! 
 

Needed items: 
Canned soup (any) 
Canned tuna or chicken 
Spaghetti sauce 
Pasta/Rice sides 
Macaroni and cheese 
Powdered milk 
 

We would also appreciate a few Easter baskets filled with 
goodies to distribute to the families. 
 

Peanut butter 
Canned vegetables 
Canned fruit 
Oatmeal 
Powdered milk 
Egg decorating kits 
King Soopers gift cards 
 

Samantha McMahon 
From Prince of Peace in 
Texas 
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Member News / Lent & Holy Week Schedule 

Helping Set Up Chairs for Contemporary Worship 
We are looking for individuals and families who are willing 
to drop carpets and set up chairs on Saturday for the Sunday 
Contemporary worship service (about 1 and 1/2 hours). 
We’ll team you up with others so we can get at least two 
men per Saturday team. Your service would be once a 
month. Contact Sam Scheck at 720-789-0401 or 
sam.scheck@comcast.net. 
 
Seeking Him Prayer Group Will Meet March 12 
Seeking Him Prayer Group will meet on Sunday, March 12, 
6:30-7:30 pm in the Atrium to pray for the leadership, staff, 
and direction of Shepherd. Bring your Bible and a desire to 
pray for your church. Most of us pray aloud and some of us 
pray in silence. You can participate in whichever way is 
comfortable for you. The main thing is that we are seeking 
God's will and His direction for the ministry and the future 
of the congregation.  
 
Active Seniors Luncheon Set for March 
Please join us for our next Active Seniors* Luncheon on 
March 9, 2023. Coffee and Conversation begins at 10:30am 
with the Devotion and Prayer starting at 11:15am. This 
month's guest is the ebullient musician, Molly Kaufmann. 
(*Active Senior= Age 55 or better!) 

 
Sign Up to Provide Altar Flowers 
Altar Flower Sign-Up Sheets are available in the Welcome 
Center in the Sanctuary and a poster on the bulletin board 
in the Gym. If you would like to sponsor a bouquet any given 
Sunday, please sign your name next to that date, reason 
(birthday, anniversary, in memory, thanks, etc), and if you 
would like 1 or 2 bouquets. Bouquets are $30 each, and 
checks or cash can be given in an envelope to the office or 
in the offering plate with the memo "Altar Flowers." Once 
the 10:45am services are over, you may take your 
bouquet(s) home to enjoy all week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent/Holy Week 2023:  
“From Darkness to Dawn”

 

Each message in the Wednesday series focuses on a 
Biblical character who was spiritually “in the dark.” 

Some remained in darkness.  
Others came to see The Light. 

Come hear their stories during this special season and 
prepare for the Resurrection of The Light!  

 

Lent Wednesday Worship: 
Ash Wednesday, February 22: 6:30pm with Imposition 
of Ashes, Holy Communion  

March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: 6:30pm, with refreshments 
following 

 

Holy Week Worship: 
Palm Sunday: 8 & 10:45am Traditional, 10:45am 
Contemporary; Holy Communion  

Maundy Thursday: 7pm with Holy Communion; 
Confirmand 1st Communion  

Good Friday Tre-Ore: 12-3pm 
Good Friday Tenebrae: 7pm with Service of Darkness 
Resurrection of Our Lord: 6:30am; 8 & 10:45am 
Traditional, 10:45am Contemporary; Holy 
Communion 

 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father who is in heaven.  Matthew 5:16 

 
Updates to Pastor Zillinger’s Bible Classes 
The following are updates to Pastor Zillinger’s Thursday 
morning and Sunday afternoon Bible studies. 
 
Thursday Morning Bible Class 

• April 6 – No class – Maundy Thursday 
• May 25 – Class / End of Semester Party 
• June 1 – No class – Summer Break Begins 

Sunday Afternoon Bible Class 
• April 2 – No class – Palm Sunday 
• April 9 – No class – Easter 
• May 28 – No class – Summer Break Begins 
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Bible Readings for the Month 
 

March 5 – 2nd Sunday in Lent  
 

Lessons: Psalm 121; Genesis 12:1-9;  
Romans 4:1-8, 13-17; John 3:1-17 

 
 

March 12 – 3rd Sunday in Lent; 
Daylight Saving Time Begins 

 
Lessons: Psalm 95:1-9; Exodus 17:1-7; 

Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-26 (27-30, 39-42) 
 
 

March 19 – 4th Sunday in Lent 
 

Lessons: Psalm 142; Isaiah 42:14-21; 
Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

 
 

March 26 – 5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Lessons: Psalm 130; Ezekiel 37:1-14; 
Romans 8:1-11; John 11:1-45 (46-53) 

 
 
 

 

 

Usher Schedule for the Month 
 

March 5 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

8 am Sanctuary – Chuck Place / Gordon Utter 
 10:45 Sanctuary – Josh Hoener / Lindsey Jarvi 

10:45 Gym – Sarah Braunschweig / David Braunschweig 
 
 

March 12 – 3rd Sunday in Lent; 
Daylight Saving Time Begins 

 
8 am Sanctuary – John Hart / Rick Monson  

10:45 Sanctuary – Sandy & Bill Griffis 
10:45 Gym – Jennifer Luckinbill 

 
 

March 19 – 4th Sunday in Lent 
 

8 am Sanctuary – D’Wayn & Dave Stone 
10:45 Sanctuary – Laura Banko / Dave Renner 

10:45 Gym – Kelly Rosel / Madison Rosel 
 
 

March 26 – 5th Sunday in Lent 
 

8 am Sanctuary – Dennis Askew / Virgil Koeneke 
10:45 Sanctuary – Tina & Chris Skirde 

10:45 Gym – Jennifer Luckinbill 
 
 

 
 

 

Member News 

’ 
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 Mission and Ministries 

 
 
 

Mission Team Update - December 
Missionary Updates: 
 
 
 
 

Mission and Ministries 

Ministry Opportunities 
Priscilla Circle serves meals for families after funerals and 
assists with on-campus wedding meals. If you are interested 
in being part of this circle as a helper or to bring food for 
these occasions, please contact Sandy Garberging at 303-
669-0274 or Dorothy Rognerud at 303-484-8811. 
 
Loving Meals Ministry 
When someone in our Shepherd family has surgery or 
becomes ill, help with preparing meals may be needed. If 
you or someone you know could use this kind of help of 
small meals on a short-term basis, please contact the church 
office at 303-798-0711 and you will be contacted by one of 
our meal coordinators. 
 
Contemporary Service Altar Setup/Cleanup Team 
This setup/cleanup team takes turns preparing the altar for 
the Contemporary services by filling candles and setting out 
the altar ware on Sunday mornings. After the service, things 
get put away. It doesn’t take much time and there are no 
meetings to attend. To be a part of this team, please contact 
either Mary Powers at powersworld@live.com or Luanne 
Reimer at reimer.luanne@gmail.com. 
 
The women of Ruth/Altar Circle prepare the chancel area in 
the Sanctuary for the traditional services. Communion 
preparations, changing paraments, filling candles with oil 
and vacuuming are just a few of the duties performed 
before services. On Communion Sundays, there is cleanup 
after the services. We get together for a meeting once a 
quarter and enjoy fellowship, a devotion and treats! We’re 
always looking for women to help with preparations and 
Communion cleanup. The work is shared among our 
members so it isn’t a big commitment of time. Even if you 
don’t want to come to the meetings, please consider assisting 
with Communion cleanup after the services. Contact Luanne 
Reimer through email at reimer.luanne@gmail.com. 
 
Used Eyeglasses 
Another 48 pair of eyeglasses have been collected. The 
eyeglasses have been delivered to the Lions Club and will be 
distributed to those in need throughout the world. Since 
2010, Shepherd has donated 1,661 pair of eyeglasses. 
THANK YOU! Used hearing aids are also collected and given 
to the Sertoma organization. Your contributions are a 
blessing to many! 
 
 
 

Mission Team Update- April 2022 
Missionary for the Month of February:  
Rev. Joel and Deaconess Clarion Fritsche – Dominican 
Republic 
 
Rev. Joel Fritsche serves the LCMS in the Dominican 
Republic by providing instruction and support for 
seminarians in the region as well as providing instruction to 
many deaconesses in the Dominican Republic. Rev. Fritsche 
is also the pastor of Iglesia Luterana de Pueblo Nuevo. Great 
news- the Concordia Seminary the Reformer Deaconess 
program (140 current students) throughout 5 countries will 
graduate over 80 deaconesses next May – Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, Guatemala, Panama and Venezuela). The 
best news is Clarion was recently consecrated as a 
Deaconess and looks forward to serving families in Pueblo 
Neuvo. She will be instrumental in sharing the Good News 
to families who need the promise of Salvation through 
Christ our Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Mission Team Update - March 2023 
Missionary of the Month for March: Doug and Tricia 
Stoner – Vienna- Pioneers 
 
Doug and Tricia are transitioning to life in Colorado Springs 
this May. They are making this decision to take care of their 
mothers. Until then, they are busy providing training for the 
financial support Doug gives his church in Vienna, and Tricia 
is preparing to lead the SHARE education conference where 
she serves each year. Doug will help with the approval of 
their new church constitution and the transition to another 
more biblically-based denomination in Austria. Doug hopes 
to continue to support the young adults via Zoom. 
 

 

 
 
How Does Stephen Ministry Work? 
When someone requests a Stephen Minister, Ron 
Manuello, our Stephen Leader, will meet with that 
person, explain what Stephen Ministry is, and help 
determine whether Stephen Ministry is the kind of care 
that person needs. A Stephen Ministry Leader then 
matches that person with one of our available Stephen 
Ministers. The Stephen Minister will then call that 
person and begin meeting with him or her for around an 
hour each week as long as the need is there. Everything 
a care receiver says to his or her Stephen Minister is kept 
confidential. The Stephen Minister doesn’t try to solve 
problems; rather he or she listens, cares, prays, and 
helps the care receiver find his or her path to healing and 
wholeness. 
 
If you could use a Stephen Minister, please contact our 
Stephen Leader, Ron Manuello (303-587-0001) or one 
of the Pastors. 
 

“When your arms can’t reach people who are close to 
your heart, always hug them with your prayers.” 
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Darkness and light are common themes throughout the 
Bible with darkness referring to sin and light referring to the 
Gospel of Jesus. Notice in the verses above how John states, 
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it. Another way of thinking about this is to know 
that when it comes to the darkness, no matter how dark it 
is, it can never overcome the light. 
 
The problem with darkness is we know it all too well. I do 
not particularly like to be alone in the darkness and many 
share my trepidation. Darkness signifies the unknown 
threats to the person in the dark. We say the dark is scary 
and even evil. Yet, when it comes to some aspects of our 
sinful lives, we gravitate toward the darkness or make 
outright decisions to live in it. Have you noticed it’s easier to 
sneak around undetected when it’s dark compared to when 
it’s light? Have you ever found yourself in a compromised 
position due to a sin because you thought no one would find 
out? What about the one who hides a chemical addiction, 
the extramarital affair, the use of pornography, cheating on 
their taxes, or stealing even so much as a candy bar from a 
store, just to name a few. People use the darkness or 
evasive measures in the light to hide their sins. 
 
When God created the world simply by calling it into 
existence (Let there be…and there was), He did so with the 
desire that sin would not enter the grand scheme of the 
universe. But then it did. What God did next was to bring 
about the consequences for sin and to declare that even 
though the devil would strike the heel of Jesus in His 
crucifixion, at the same time, Jesus would crush the devil’s 
head in victory over sin and death (Genesis 3:15). A 
precursor, if you will, to the familiar verse, For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only Son into death that 
whosoever believes in Him will not perish but will have 
eternal life. ~John 3:16. 
 
The devil operates best in the dark yet is very effective in 
the daylight as well as he scowls fierce as he will, seeking to 
devour at best, or subtly, “like a wolf in sheep’s’ clothing,” 
lure us to embrace the darkness of sin’s temptations with 
the goal of dragging us into the fires of hell. Make no 
mistake about it! The devil attacks the Church and Christians 
hard, extremely hard, and wants us to live our lives in the 
darkness we came from and hide our sins from the 
illumination of the light of Christ’s righteousness. 
 
   Even though we were born sinful and unclean, God has 
shined the light of Christ on us by the power of the Holy 
Spirit working to reach us, and sustain us, through God’s 
Word and Sacraments. When we are in the dark be it 
accidentally or by design, the Lord seeks to confront our sin 

Continued from page 1 

Even though we were born sinful and unclean, God has shone 
the light of Christ on us by the power of the Holy Spirit 
working to reach us, and sustain us, through God’s Word and 
Sacraments. When we are in the dark, be it accidentally or by 
design, the Lord seeks to confront our sin, bring us to 
confession and absolution, and have the fruits of repentance 
grow in our lives. The light of the Gospel cuts through the 
darkness no matter how dark our sins and lives become. 
Forgiveness belongs to us because of Jesus, and eternal life 
is ours! 
 
As we examine the various characters I mentioned earlier, 
my prayer is that we will all relate to the circumstances of 
living in the dark and the comfort of being enlightened by the 
light of Jesus and the forgiveness He delivers to us. We are 
not alone in our earthly struggles, and Jesus relates to all of 
our troubles and sorrows and brings the kind of healing the 
world neither offers nor supplies. From Darkness to Dawn, 
we live our lives walking the path of faith with the light of 
Christ illuminating our way. As the Psalmist has written, Even 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they 
comfort me. ~Psalm 23:4. It’s dark in the valley of the shadow 
of death.  But no matter how dark it is, it cannot overcome 
the light of Christ who, with His shepherd’s rod and staff, 
brings comfort as with the first light of dawn after the 
troubled night. 
 
I hope you can join us every Wednesday for Lenten services 
at 6:30pm. 
 
Blessings 
Pastor Brad 
 

 

Pastor’s Letter 
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Youth Group Notes 
Shepherd of the Hills’ Spiritual Formation 
Plan encompasses your child's spiritual 
formation from the womb all the way to 
when they leave the nest after high school. 
It is age appropriate and designed to assist 
your children to mature as Lutheran 
Christians so they may take a joyful stand 
for Christ.  
 
For specific information about Confirmation 
and Catechism Class, please contact Pastor 
Greg Zillinger at gzillinger@sothfamily.org. 
For information about junior and senior 
high youth groups, please contact Pastor 
Zillinger or Jodie Stoltenow. For 
information about Family Ministry, contact 
Jodie Stoltenow, at 
jstoltenow@sothfamily.org. You can also 
find specific youth information and 
upcoming events online under either the 
Connect tab or the Calendar tab at 
ShepherdHillsChurch.org. 

 
 

 

ELC News 
Learning About Ash Wednesday and Preparing for Our Art Show 
Our Early Learning Center has a chapel service every week on Wednesday. 
On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Zillinger explained to the ELC students the 
significance of this special day, and they made a connection to the three 
main words, "Confess, Repent, Forgive." Many students chose to have the 
imposition of ashes on their foreheads or their hands. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Early Learning Center presents their 5th Annual Art Show March 23, 
2023. All the students of the ELC will have art work displayed in the Great 
Hall, beginning Thursday, March 23 and ending after church Sunday, March 
26. The congregation is invited to tour the Great Hall Sunday, March 26 and 
see the beautiful artwork presentation! 
 

Youth News 
VBS Is Heading Our Way in June! 
An out-of-this-world VBS is scheduled this summer from June 12-15, 2023. 
Kids will experience how to "Shine Jesus' Light." Put it on your calendar and 
get ready to blast off soon! 
 
 
 

Early Learning Center / Youth News 

Calling all Young Musicians 
If you are 5-19 years old and play an 
instrument (including piano), Mrs. 
Black would love to talk to you! Call, 
email, text, or find her: 303-903-1008, 
gblack@sothfamily.org. 
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Rev. Dr. Bradley Stoltenow 
Senior Pastor 
BStoltenow@sothfamily.org 
 

Rev. Gregory Zillinger 
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GZillinger@sothfamily.org 
 

Gail Black 
Director of Parish Music 
GBlack@sothfamily.org 
 

Jodie Stoltenow 
Director of Family Ministry 
JStoltenow@sothfamily.org 
  
 
  

Shepherd’s Voice is the monthly newsletter for the 
church family at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

7691 S. University Blvd., Centennial, CO 80122 
303-798-0711        www.ShepherdHillsChurch.org 

 
The deadline for the April issue of the Shepherd’s Voice is 

March 20.  Please have all articles emailed to 
voice@sothfamily.org by this date.  
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Send Address Changes to: 
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7691 S. University Blvd. 
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