
 
 

Welcome to online VBS training. It is great to have 

each one of you on our VBS team! Our goal today is to 

prepare you for an unforgettable week and provide you 

with the “Monumental Fun Facts” you need to help kids 

discover Jesus and His love for them through all of 

life’s circumstances.  

 

We’ll investigate some actual VBS activities, so you’ll 

have an idea of what to expect. You’ll get some helpful 

tips for using the VBS materials and understanding     

your role at our VBS. 

 

Theme: Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness  

We want to give kids a solid foundation for their lives 

built on Biblical truths that will help them understand 

how they can be confident in knowing that Jesus is 

Great.  

 

This year’s theme is Monumental! Celebrating God’s 

Greatness. Our church will become an old western town 

in Monument Valley where the sun is shining, the skies 

are bright blue, and the surrounding mountains look like 

broken spurs scattered here and there. 

 

Who Can Attend? 

 

All children 3 years-old (must be 

potty trained) through entering 6th 

grade next fall. All 7th – 12th Graders 

and adults are welcome to join the 

TEAM! We are planning activities for 

200 participants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Time and Place 

Dates: June 13-16 

Times 

• Team Members: 8:00 am to 

12:15pm 

• Children: 8:45 am to Noon 

  Place: Shepherd of the Hills, 7691 S.         

University Blvd, Centennial, CO 

80122 

 

 

Bible Points 

 Each day at Monumental, kids will 

discover one important truth about God. 

We call this the Bible Point. Station 

leaders, you’ll say the Bible Point many 

times each day.  

 

That’s because repetition is an important 

way for kids to learn. After kids say or hear 

each Bible Point, they will call out “Jesus is 

great” while making a lasso motion with their 

arm.  

 

Kids love listening for the Bible point 

throughout the day!  

 

Take time to really know these Bible Points:  

• Monday: He loves you no matter what. 

• Tuesday: God is with us everywhere. 

• Wednesday: Jesus is stronger than anything. 

• Thursday: God is surprising. 
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Noisemaker 

This is the Rattler (Noisemaker). At VBS, we’ll use this 

attention-getting signal for cowpokes and Ranch Hands 

to know when it’s time to stop talking 

and pay attention. Station Leaders, you 

may want to use your own Rattler 

Noisemaker during Monumental. It’s 

much easier and nicer than lots of 

“shushing.” Once kids are familiar 

with the sound and what it signals, 

they will quiet down for you quickly.  
 

Discussions 

You’ll find that we use pair-shares and group 

discussions a lot in VBS. Pair-shares means having two 

kids pair up and talk with each other about a specific 

topic. That gives everyone, even shy or quiet kids, a 

chance to talk. 

 

Bible Memory 

Buddies  

Bible Memory 

Buddies are new this 

year. They are molded 

out of PVC. Look at 

each one. Each of these fun Bible Memory Buddies has 

the day’s key Bible verse on the bottom. Kids can take 

God’s Word with them everywhere they go.  

 

 

 

 

 

Harley 

This is our Day 1 Bible Memory Buddy, Harley. God 

designed Harley to get around in the desert terrain 

easily. God loves us so much that much he provides 

for our daily needs. Harley 

reminds us that God loves 

you no matter what. (God is 

Great!) 

               

 

 

Miley- This is our Day 2 Bible 

Memory Buddy, Miley, God has 

created Miley to be able to run 

fast and need little water while in 

the desert. Miley reminds us that 

God is with you 

everywhere.  (God is Great!)                                             

 

    

    

    

    

  

Jet- This is our Day 4 Bible Memory 

Buddy, Jet. God created Jet to remind 

us that God is surprising. God is 

great!  

Who’s Who in the Crew                             

During their first Morning Round-up, kids will choose 

Herd jobs. Each child will have one of the jobs listed in 

the chart. If children can’t agree on who should perform 

each of the jobs, assign jobs to kids for Day 1; then 

rotate jobs each day so that by the end of the week, all 

children in the Herd have had an opportunity to do each 

job. If your Herd has fewer than five kids, some kids 

may have more than one job. Kids are excited about 

having special jobs. Encourage them to fulfill their roles 

and provide lots of opportunities for them to do so.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Rollo- This is our Day 3 Bible 

Memory Buddy, Rollo. God has 

created Rollo to remind us that 

God is stronger than anything. 

God is Great!  



Mixed Age Groups:  

 

Combined-age Herds encourage teamwork rather than 

competition. When kids are grouped in age-graded 

classes, there’s more emphasis on comparison (“I can 

do it better!”) and competition (“I can do it faster!”).  

 

However, by placing children in mixed-age Herds, you 

nearly eliminate the unspoken desire for kids to 

compare or compete. Instead, older kids help younger 

ones with challenging tasks. Younger kids seek to 

emulate the older, “cool” kids in their Herd.  

 

Having members of different ages encourages 

cooperation, reduces discipline problems, and makes it 

easier for Ranch Hands to work with a younger crew 

member more closely. 

 
 

What’s Happening Each Day?  

The Round Up is a general session held at the opening 

of each day’s program where all the children 

(Buckaroos and Lil’ Cowpokes) meet. Each day the 

VBS program opens in the adventure-packed, exciting 

imaginary town of Jericho Junction where the 

Buckaroos memorize the Gold Nugget (memory verse) 

and learn other important Biblical truths. The children 

sing lively, knee slappin’ songs and meet that day’s 

Monumental Critter.  
 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Exploration Stations- (Classrooms) allow 
preschoolers to ease into their day by choosing from a 
variety of hands-on activities. Your job during 
Exploration Stations is to: 

• let children freely move from one center to the next.  

• explain the activity instructions to preschoolers— 

you’ll find instructions at each station.  

• Some children may spend the entire 15 minutes at one 

area, while others will move through all of them. 

That’s okay! Each activity helps preschoolers learn 

through play.  

Navajo Weaving Company-

Weaving with paper bowls and 

colorful string. 

 
 

 

 

Cactus Hotel-Using egg cartons, 

cups, and putty, kids will make a 

recycle Cactus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

West Rock Sand & Stone 

Quarry-Painting little rocks 

into cute cactus creatures. 

 

 

Tin & Blacksmith Brothers 

Southwest animals and plants 

will be made into tin foiled 

ornaments. 

 

 

Mosaic Mercantile 

Straws are used to make 

beautiful wall designs like 

those the Navajo made.  

 

Jericho Gold Mine 

Go digging for gold and learn 

the way old timers got rich. 

 

Sunset Stables 

With a simple cardboard roll, 

kids will make a horse 

marionette.  

 

 

Mr. Bead’s Barbershop 

Beads are strung on string and 

attached to a piece of wood 

making a unique piece of 

artwork. 

 

 

 

Jericho Junction Church 

At our town church, kids will 

use clay and coil techniques 

to make a beautiful cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Sheriff’s Office and Jail                                                              

Kids will make their own 

armadillo from paper plates. 

 

 

Cactus Hotel- Egg Carton 

Cacti will be made with paint, 

glue, clay, and toothpicks. 

Jericho City (Gym)- Elementary & Xtreme The 

gym will have 10 different shops with crafts and                           

experiences taking place.  Each day your group will 

learn a craft or have an experience at these shops. 

Your Buckaroos will have 45 minutes to visit two or 

three shops. New shops should be visited each day. 

Ranch Hands & Assistants will need to help the 

younger children, but the older kids can travel on 

their own. Sometime during this time, you will also 

gather your Buckaroos together to have 

snack                                                                                                                                                                                   

at the Chuck Wagon. This isn’t time to send the kids 

off and be on phones. The shops include: 



KidVid Cinema (Elementary) 

is where kids watch a daily video of real kids who have 

seen God’s greatness in real life. Your job at KidVid 

Cinema is to encourage kids to tune in and watch the 

video.  

 

• Give kids their special Bible Memory Buddies in the 

way the leader explains.  

• Lead kids in discussion when it’s called for. Don’t be 

afraid of deep, personal conversations—those are 

where impact and transformation happen.) 

***In KidVid Cinema, kids in your Crew may share 

very real experiences with you. Don’t feel like you must 

have all the answers! Use the Bible Points to reassure 

kids that even through disappointments or difficult 

times, God’s love and power are monumental!  

If a child brings up a serious issue, such as indicators of 

neglect, abuse, or violence he or she has experienced, 

say, “Thank you for telling me about that. It’s very 

important, and we need to talk about it with our 

VBS Director to give you a chance to say everything 

you need to say—and help you with your feelings.”  

Craft & Play (Preschool) is a fun time full of sensory 
activities where kids can be creative, get a little messy, 
and lock in what they’re learning each day at 
Monumental. Your job at Craft & Play is to:  

• help keep messes to a minimum.  
• listen carefully to the instructions and remind your 

Herd of what to do as needed.  
• ask preschoolers why they decided to create projects 

the way they did and affirm their creativity.  
• mark your Herd members’ projects with their names 

and set them in a designated area.  

 

Monumental Faith Bible Books Kids 

and families love these 

fun, interactive Bible books that 

continue the VBS week’s learning 

at home! They’ll spark meaningful 

conversations with family members 

about God’s greatness and love. The 

Monumental Faith Bible Books are an 

integral part of VBS faith discoveries!  

 

 

Xtreme Bible (Parish Hal) 5th and 6th graders will dig 

deep into the Bible stories of Joseph. Kid’s will see how 

the story of Joseph is pointing to the Messiah, Jesus. 

Elementary Bible Adventure (Colonnades)  
Bible Adventures is where kids experience the Bible. 

Your job at Bible Adventures is to…  

 

• line up with your herd as they learn about Joseph   

and his 12 brothers.  

• listen carefully to hear how Ranch Hands should help 

that day. 

• encourage Buckeroos to participate.  

• share your own discoveries during discussion times 

and your excitement during each.  

Preschool Bible Adventures & Missions (Church) 
This is where kids experience the Bible story and learn 

about Operation Kid-to-Kid. Your job at Bible 

Adventures is to …. 

• listen carefully to hear how Herd Leaders should help 

that day.  

• encourage Herd members to participate.  

• share your own discoveries during discussion times 

and your excitement during each awesome Bible 

adventure.  

Bible Adventure Stories  

The following Bible stories will be taught:  

 

• Monday - Joseph’s 

family feuds.  

 

• Tuesday - Joseph is 

imprisoned but helps 

interpret Pharoah’s 

dreams.  

 

• Wednesday – Jesus 

dies and comes back 

alive. 

 

• Thursday-Joseph 

forgives his family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Red Rocks Rec (All) 

This is where kids play team-building games and learn 

about Operation Kid-to-Kid. Your job at Red Rocks Rec 

is to  

• listen carefully to the instructions so you can 

help your Buckeroos follow directions.  

• participate in each activity, and cheer on your 

Buckeroos as they participate.  

Canyon Closing (All) 

Canyon Closing is where kids experience an exciting 

review of the day’s lesson. It provides a review through 

skits and songs.  

The Buckaroos and Lil’ Cowpokes will be given the 

opportunity to discuss what they have learned. In 

addition, during this time the children learn details 

about their Monumental mission project, and plan for 

the Daily Call. 

Your role at Canyon Closing is to 

• lead kids to your assigned seating area.  

• participate in singing and other activities.  

• remind your Herd to participate without being 

rowdy or disruptive.  

• make sure each child leaves with his or her 

crafts from Jericho Junction. 

• collect Herd members’ name badges, Bible 

Memory Buddies, and Bandanas and store them 

in your Ranch-hand bag until the last day of 

VBS.  

  

VBS Sunday Kick-Off  
• Sunday, June 13 

• Early VBS check-in at 9:00 am  

• Sunday School in the gymnasium starting at 

9:30 am  

• Contemporary Service at 10:45 am - based on 

our VBS theme  

• All volunteers will have a special 

commissioning at the 10:45 am Contemporary 

Service 

 

Protecting God’s Children-all volunteers 

must take the Protecting God’s Children on-line 

class before June 5. You will be sent a link via email 

to complete the training. 

Here’s What You’ll Do  

Before participants arrive 

• Plan to arrive at least 30 minutes early each day to set 

up. 

• Check in at the desk to let us know you’re there. We 

might have specific instructions and will hold a short 

devotional.  

• Find your “home base” or station and locate your 

supplies. 

• Check through your supplies and be sure they have 

been stocked (or restocked) with the necessary items 

for that day.  

• Make sure your group or station name poster is 

clearly identified. 

• Find your list of Herd members from the registrar or 

director. 

•  Look over your daily schedule to see what’s in store 

for your group that day.  

 

When Participants Arrive 
After participants register or sign in each day, they’ll 

join you at your station.  

• Introduce yourself and be sure your group members 

know each other’s names. 

• Introduce any newcomers to the Herd.  

• Help your Buckaroos, and Lil’ Cowpokes feel 

welcome. 

• Write names on the badges if those weren’t given to 

the child at registration. 

 

 

Discipline Problems: Please talk to our director as 

soon as possible if you are having problems with a child 

in your group. We will make sure to help so you enjoy 

your week!  

 

All Ranch Hand Leaders  
 

• Check with the Herd Leader Director. Talk to her first 

about any concerns.  

• All volunteers must stop and check-in before entering 

the gym. There will be a check-in table in the Great Hall 

before the gym doors 

• Please be in the gym each day by 8:00 am, even earlier 

on Monday, (PLEASE DO NOT BE LATE), we are 

responsible for kids at 8:30 sharp.  

• Each Crew Leader must bring a blanket on which your 

group will sit. We have a few if you can’t find one at 

home.  

 



End of Day Responsibilities 
 

• Release children only to a designated parent or 

caregiver. 

• Keep your group’s nametags, Bible books, buddies, 

and bandanas with you at the end of each day.  

• All children not picked up by 12:10 pm will go to the 

after VBS care. Please take them to the gym door that 

leads to the sanctuary. Someone will pick them up. You 

will learn more at the Celebration Volunteer Kickoff 

party in June.  

We will break down the gym on Thursday starting at 

12:15 pm. We would like to ask everyone to stay until 

at least 1:15 pm.  

 

Christian Character Awards - At the end of the week 

you will be asked to write a short note on the back of a 

certificate writing how each child shows one of The 

Fruits of the Spirit traits. Be thinking about this early in 

the week, so you don’t have to scramble last minute to 

complete the certificates. 

Please continue to read specific instructions 

for  

• Preschool 

• Elementary 

• Xtreme 

• Shopkeepers 

• Station Leaders 

Just for Preschool 

A Herd Leader for preschoolers is...  

• a friend and helper,  

• someone who helps children complete activities,  

• someone who gets down on the floor to interact with 

children,  

• someone who encourages kids, and  

• someone who supports the Quail Trail Preschool 

staff.  

Use these helpful tips:  

• Learn the names of the children in your Herd, and 

call children by name often.  

• Help children work at their own pace. You’ll have 

3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds in your Herd. You’ll 

probably notice big differences in motor skills (such 

as cutting and coloring) between older and younger 

children. Encourage 5-year-olds to help younger 

children when possible.  

• Look into preschoolers’ eyes when you speak to 

them. You may need to kneel or sit on the floor to 

do this.  

• Empower children by offering them choices. 

Ask “Would you like to make a craft or play with 

blocks?” Don’t ask “What do you want to do?” or 

children may decide they want to do activities that 

are unavailable or inappropriate.  

Extras  

• Restrooms: Before Snack, going outside, or 

games, ask your Crew to use the bathroom.  

• Playground: sand & sand toys stay in the 

sandbox – children are welcome to dig to their 

hearts content in this space. Only one child on 

the slide at a time.  

• Classroom:  Please use the sanitizer to spray and 

clean tables each day- chairs if necessary. (Our 

Preschool Rooms must follow state codes, so 

cleaning up is a major priority!)  

• Clean up: Please make sure all trash is in the 

trashcan and all food/snacks get back on the 

snack tray so it can be collected. Leave the room 

better than you found it!  

• Leaving the room: Always make sure all 

children are accounted for before leaving the 

room or a station!  

• Help children with their Bible Memory Buddies.  

• Repeat the daily Bible Point often.  

 

Use these helpful tips for preschool kids  
 

We’re 3 years old. We’ve just learned how to play 

together, and we’re still learning how to share and take 

turns. It may be a little hard for us to change from one 

activity to the next, so give us plenty of warning ahead 

of time. We’re generally happy and sometimes even 

silly, but we may be a little shy about trying new things. 

We enjoy playing games that involve moving and 

jumping around, but we may tire more quickly than our 

older playmates.  

 

We’re 4 years old. We’re full of imagination and 

excitement. We love to use our imaginations in make-

believe play and art activities. We like to use loud 

voices and big movements. You may need to remind us 

to play quietly at Little Paws Preschool. We enjoy 

listening to Bible Adventures and answering interesting 

questions such as “What’s your favorite animal that 

God made in our world?”  

 

 

 



We’re 5 years old. We love to help our Crew Leaders 

and our other leaders. If you notice us helping, please 

tell us thank you. We’re proud of the things we can do, 

but we’re also sensitive. Other children may hurt our 

feelings by blurting out reactions to things we do. We’re 

improving in our coordination. We can cut with scissors 

and color between the lines. We’re also pretty good at 

throwing and catching balls. 

 
 

Elementary Leaders Extras  

 
Elementary Crew Leader Tips  

 

• Contact Your Volunteer Leader early if you are having 

any problems, including kids who are disrespectful or 

not following the rules!!! We want you to have a great 

time!  

• Restrooms: Before going outside, or to games, ask 

your tribe to use the bathroom.  

• Participate!  

• Learn the names of the children in your Crew, and call 

children by name often.  

• Support the Station Leaders!  

o listen to instructions  

o help your herd follow instructions  

o participate 

 • Lavish your attention on the kids. TURN OFF CELL 

PHONE- you can contact your friends after VBS!  

• Be Positive- Model the behavior you want your kids to 

have.  

• If you have an assistant, please help them by being a 

great leader. Model how to do it!  

• HAVE FUN!  
 

Xtreme Leaders extras  

Youth going into 5th & 6th grade will be grouped 

together. Their VBS goes Xtreme in Bible studies, 

service projects, games, and crafts. A special area in the 

gym called the Cactus Café is just for them. They will 

also have a slightly different schedule. They will model 

whatever you do, so get involved.  

 

• Please read all the points under Elementary Leaders.  

 

• Protecting God’s Children -all volunteers over 18 must 

take this on-line class before June 5.  

 
 
 

 
 

Shop Keepers & Assistants Information  

 

Each day as crews enter Jericho Junction, you’ll 

welcome a different group of kids and adults to your 

shop. After you have more than 7 kids at your shop, 

hang out the closed sign until you have more room. 

 

 Shopkeepers have their own “shop” area to run. Each 

shop has a special medium and a project for kids to 

make. Here are a few expectations and some ideas for 

making it extra fun for the kids. 

 

Bethany Barnthson is our Directors of Shops. She will 

be making an example of each of the projects. They will 

contact you to set up a time to meet and show you your 

projects. Bethany will be your contact people for 

questions, supplies, and anything you need. Some shops 

will have helpers. Please encourage them and be 

specific about the role they should play.  
 

Expectations for Shopkeepers:  
 

• Contact Your Shop Director early if you are having 

any problems, including kids who are disrespectful or 

not following the rules!!! We want you to have a great 

time!  

 

• Make sure you are at the opening 8:15am rally each 

day. We will pray, give new instructions, and get 

excited for a new day. 

 

 • During our opening and closing, come out on the 

floor and participate with us. Try and get set up the day 

before so you can be part of this time of praise!  

 

• Your supplies will be in storage containers. Let 

Bethany know right away if you are missing anything.  

 

• Be well acquainted with the daily Bible point and 

Bible story of the day! Don’t be afraid to use the Bible 

point in your shop and hear the kids yell, God is Great!  

 

• All shops will have an open and closed sign to hang. 

When your shop has about 6 or 7 kids you will need to 

turn your sign to closed. As kids leave, you can open for 

more kids. We hope this spreads the kids around to all 

the shops and you don’t have to be overwhelmed.  

Kids who come to your shop will have a passport. There 

will be a page for each shop. 

 



• Kids will choose the shops they want to go to each 

day. It is ok if a child comes back to your shop if you 

have a second project. However, we want to encourage 

them to try all the shops  

 

• Decorating your shop. We will have this done before 

VBS. We are creating 10 large old western shops and 

could certainly use help anytime.  

 

• After our final Celebration on Thursday you will be 

asked to put all your supplies on the stage in the correct 

containers and all extra projects in your container. 

 

Shop Ideas to make it FUN 

• Dress up as the person in your shop 

• Dig into the historical background of your medium 

(music, painting, jewelry,etc) to understand what it was 

like to be a maker of your craft item in the past and 

currently.  

• Take on a character from the early Railroad days. 

Some years the shopkeepers pretend they don’t know 

Jesus and ask the kids to talk about Him. Of course, on 

the last day you will want to become a believer!  

• Please make every attempt to attend the Wednesday 

Celebration Volunteer Kick-off. We will have 

decorating before and after our 6:00pm Kick-Off. We 

will go over fire/tornado scenarios and what to do if we 

need to have a lock down. More than ever, we need to 

be sure our kids are safe.  

 

We will also go over last-minute information and 

transform our church into the Monumental Wild West. 

All volunteers are expected to help with decorating.   
 
 
 

 


