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Jesus Heals the Blind Man



Old Testament: Israel Blind and Deaf

18 “Hear, you deaf;

look, you blind, and see!
19 Who is blind but my servant,

and deaf like the messenger I send?

Who is blind like the one in covenant with me,

blind like the servant of the Lord?
20 You have seen many things, but you pay no attention;

your ears are open, but you do not listen.”
21 It pleased the Lord

for the sake of his righteousness

to make his law great and glorious.

Psalm 142 for Kids

Psalms Trivia:

Epistle: Ephesians 5:8-14. Light and darkness are rich images based on experiences shared by people of all 
ages. When children are in bed, they are afraid of what they think they may see in the dark. They also worry 
about bumping into things or falling if they try to move about in the night. Based on such experiences, they 
prefer to be children of light rather than children of the dark.

Younger children accept the designation of God's people as the children of light in the same way they 
recognize the name and symbol of their sports team.

Older children can begin to identify ways that God's people are like light for the world: We light up the world 
by loving instead of hating and by caring for those who need help. Those children who hide in the darkness 
under the covers, in the closet, or in a clubhouse, to do things they know they should not be doing, understand 
Paul's instructions to do only those things that can occur without shame in full daylight.

• Pastor Z will preach on Eph 5:8-14: "Discern what is Pleasing to the Lord." (LOOK: Devotion and 
Prayer) Would you say you have an excellent devotion and prayer life? Would you say it is well thought 
out from Scripture and practiced regularly by you and your family? Or have you succumbed to the 
times of just doing something whenever you are in need or feel like it?



Gospel: John 9:1-41.

This story is long and complicated. After hearing it read, young children will not be able to retell it in any detail. 
They will depend on you to listen to the story before they come. They will, however, see that Jesus loved the blind 
man enough to do what he could (in Jesus' case, to heal him!). Everyone else was sitting around feeling sad about 
the man's blindness and wondering why he was blind. We can expect God to respond to our problems with action, 
just as we are to follow Jesus' example in responding to the needs of others.

Older children enjoy exploring the comparison of the physical blindness of the man with the blindness of the 
religious leaders (their refusal to see who Jesus was and what God was doing). With help, they can identify other 
attitudes as blindness: racial or ethnic prejudice (a refusal to see certain groups as children of God); hatred of 
individuals (a refusal to see even disagreeable people as God's children); and greedy self-centeredness (a refusal to 
understand anyone's needs but our own).

• Pastor Stoltenow's sermon is on the Gospel reading: Seeing Blindly!

Gospel Account:
Most of Jesus' ministry is in Galilee, some 80 miles north of Jerusalem, away from the religious leaders. On 
occasion, he would during required feasts. In our story, he is at the feast of lights. By claiming He was the light of 
the world, he again is claiming to be God. His claim of being God is the cause of His troubles with the Pharisees.
Jesus was walking along in Jerusalem, and he saw a man who was blind from birth begging in the temple gates. 
His disciples ask Him who had sinned to cause this; him or his parents.

• The rabbis of the day had made up a principle that it was sin that caused the blindness.
• They even thought that a child could sin in the womb or that its soul could have sinned in a pre-existent state.

Jesus contradicted these "principles." Jesus said that neither had sinned to cause this. He said, "This happened so 
that the work of God is seen." A physical healing and a spiritual healing, his belief in Jesus as God, takes place. 
When Jesus performs this miracle, He shows He is God, not only because of the miracle, but because He gives 
God's gift of faith and forgiveness on the Sabbath. The Pharisees knew He was claiming His Godship, and they 
didn't want Jesus in power.

In the same way, we gather for the Divine Service on Sundays to gladly hear and learn "the Word of God and be 
forgiven." Jesus came to this world to forgive us and grant us true faith- spiritual sight.



CRAFT IDEAS

JESUS HEALS THE BLIND MAN CRAFT
Sunday School Activity: http://youtu.be/eRINYWW0sFc

JESUS HEALS THE BLIND MAN VIDEOS: 
Animation: https://youtu.be/X4qZ2KSbdxI
Real Characters: https://youtu.be/GBvf7Voj9i4
Jesus Heals the Blind Man Animation: 5min/ 38seconds 
https://youtu.be/Uo9ILFTVdhQ

https://youtu.be/X4qZ2KSbdxI
https://youtu.be/GBvf7Voj9i4
https://youtu.be/Uo9ILFTVdhQ


Jesus Heals the Man Born Blind
John 9

Blind Beggar

On the Sabbath

Touched by Jesus

One day Jesus and His disciples came across a man
who was blind. This man had been blind since he was
born. Back in Jesus’ day, there was really no way for
a blind person to earn money. Most blind people had
to beg for money just to have food to eat. This was
seen as a shameful life. No one thought very highly of
beggars.

Just imagine the man, sitting in a public place begging
for money. He could not see who was walking past him.
He would start to beg whenever he heard footsteps
coming near.

When the disciples saw the man, they asked Jesus
about him.

Jesus' disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, who sinned? Was
this man born blind because he sinned? Or did his
parents sin?" - John 9:2

Very often sin does lead to pain and suffering (Exodus
12:29-30). But not all pain and suffering is caused by
sin. Listen to Jesus’ answer:

"It isn't because this man sinned," said Jesus. "It isn't
because his parents sinned. This happened so that
God's work could be shown in his life. - John 9:3

As always, Jesus taught things that no one had ever
heard before. Jesus taught them that sometimes God
allows something that seems bad, because He has a
much greater plan (Genesis 50:20).

Remember that just because someone has a problem
does not mean they have done something wrong. And,
if you are suffering in some way, pray that God will do
a great work in your life and that He will receive all the
glory.

man in our story had never seen any of these things:
no color, no light. It was from no fault of his own. God
allowed this, so He could do a miracle, and make Himself
known.

Jesus went to the man, and spit on the ground. Then
He stooped down to touch the dirt. (This is a picture of
how Jesus reaches down to the lowest level to bring help
and healing to people.)

He made some mud with the spit. Then He put the mud
on the man's eyes.

"Go," He told him. "Wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam
means Sent.

So the man went and washed. And he came home able
to see. - John 9:6b-7

Sometimes God works in ways we do not expect. Certainly
this poor, blind beggar did not expect a stranger to walk
up and put mud on his eyes that day!

But when Jesus told him to go to the nearby pool and
wash his eyes, he left Jesus and obeyed. As soon as the
water rinsed the dirt off of the man’s face, he was able
to see. For the first time, he was able to see the vastness
of the sky and the beauty of a flower. It must have been
almost too much to take in at one time.

He undoubtedly ran home to tell his parents this incredible
news. For the first time ever, he saw the smile on his
father’s face, and the color of his mother’s eyes.

Ask your parents to tell you about a time when God did
something unexpected - and wonderful - in their lives.

Jesus performed another
miracle when He restored the
sight of a man who had been
blind his entire life. This miracle
is a picture of how Jesus brings
light to everyone in spiritual
darkness.

Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath. The Sabbath
was a special day each week that was set aside to rest
and to remember the Lord (Exodus 31:13). Keeping the
Sabbath was part of the Law that God had given to
Moses (Exodus 20:8-11). God’s Law said not to do any
work on the Sabbath.

The Pharisees were very strict about keeping the Sabbath.
Of course, it was right to rest and remember God. But
the Pharisees added MANY of their own rules on top of
God’s rules. They added so many rules that it was almost
impossible to know them all. The Pharisees' rules even
turned resting into work! God says this is wrong (Isaiah
29:13).

If people didn’t follow all of the Pharisees’ man-made
rules about the Sabbath, they could be thrown out of
the synagogue, which was the Jewish house of worship.
Sometimes the Pharisees even stoned people to death

What are your favorite things to look at? Maybe it is a
sunrise over the ocean, or a star-filled night sky. The

Day #2 continued:



Day #3 continued: 
for breaking the Sabbath rules. 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus healed a 
man on the Sabbath, some of them were very 
angry. They were more concerned about what 
day it was than the fact that Jesus healed a man 
who was blind from birth! 
Some of the Pharisees said, "Jesus has not come 
from God. He does not keep the Sabbath day." -
John 9:16a 
These Pharisees had it all wrong. The Bible says 
that the Sabbath is for our good (Mark 2:27). It 
is good for us to rest and it is even better for us 
to remember God. It is not wrong for us to help 
others and glorify God on the Sabbath. Many 
times as Jesus walked the earth, He did good 
things on the Sabbath. Jesus said it is right to do 
good on the Sabbath (Luke 6:9, John 7:23). 
Discuss what Jesus meant when He said about 
the Pharisees, “They tie up heavy loads and put 
them on men's shoulders” (Matthew 23:4). 
(They added rules that were not necessary, 
rules that were too much for anyone to obey.) 
We must never add anything to God’s word. 

On Trial 
The Pharisees wanted to know more about the 
man who claimed he was healed by Jesus. They 
called the man in and asked him questions. He 
explained everything that had happened. 
Some of the Pharisees were angry with Jesus, 
but some thought He must be from God 
because He could do miracles (John 9:16). 
Finally they turned again to the blind man. 
"What do you have to say about Him?" they 
asked. "It was your eyes He opened." 
The man replied, "He is a prophet." - John 9:17 
The Pharisees wanted more answers. They 
called for his parents and asked them how the 
man regained his sight. 
"We know he is our son," the parents answered. 
"And we know he was born blind. But we don't 
know how he can now see. And we don't know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him. He is an adult. 
He can speak for himself." - John 9:20 
His parents were too afraid of being kicked out 
of the synagogue to admit that Jesus had healed 
their son. Again, the Pharisees questioned the 
man. They tried to get him to say that Jesus was 
a sinner. 

Day #4 continued: 
This man had never even seen Jesus. He did not yet 
know who Jesus was, but what he did know, he 
proclaimed boldly. Even when facing the most 
important religious leaders in Israel, this poor 
uneducated beggar told what he little knew about 
Jesus. 
This is a great lesson for us! You don’t have to have all 
the answers in order to tell others about Jesus. If He 
answers your prayers, if He gives you peace, if He has 
changed your life, tell others! No mater who you are 
talking to, the truth about Jesus is powerful. What is 
one thing you can tell someone about Jesus? 

The Light 
The Pharisees did not like what the once-blind man had 
to say. They were so mad that they kicked him out of 
the synagogue. 
Jesus heard that the Pharisees had thrown the man 
out. When He found him, He said, "Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?" 
(The Son of Man is an Old Testament name for the 
Messiah. Daniel 7:13-14) 
"Who is He, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me, so I can 
believe in Him." 
Jesus said, "You have now seen Him. In fact, He is the 
One speaking with you." 
Then the man said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped 
Him. - John 9:35-58 
Knowing the man was kicked out of the presence of the 
religious leaders, Jesus came to him. Because Jesus had 
healed him, the man knew Jesus was from God, but he 
did not yet know that Jesus WAS God. When Jesus told 
him who He was, the man believed. Right away, he 
worshipped Jesus. He chose to leave his spiritual 
darkness and place his faith in Jesus. 
Much more important than the man’s physical eyesight 
was his spiritual eyesight. Seeing with his eyes was a 
symbol for seeing with his heart. At this moment he 
could “see” more than the most educated Jewish 
teachers and Pharisees. Now he knew the truth about 
Jesus, the Light of the world. 
Close your eyes. Without opening them, slowly try to 
walk across the room. This is how people who don’t 
believe in Jesus are. Their life is like a room full of 
clutter, and they are trying to make their way through 
it on their own. They will fall, get lost, and get hurt 
because they don’t know the best way to live. 
Now open your eyes  and try to walk across the room. 
This is how life is for those who do believe in Jesus. 
Jesus is the Truth, the Life, and the Way (John 14:6). 
When we put our trust in Him, He is always with us, to 
lead us and guide us in the way that is best for us. 



 
 
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind (John 9) 
 
Main Point: Jesus brings light to everyone in darkness. 
 
Key Verse: Jesus said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life." - John 8:12b 
  
Material: Jesus optical illusion sheet, a blindfold  
 
Personal Connection: 

• Say: Sin was NOT part of God’s original plan. It was man’s decision to sin, and sin 
brought evil and darkness into the world. But God constantly pursues us, and He wants 
us to know the light of His love. God is faithful and filled with compassion. He sent His 
Son Jesus to be the Light of the world and make a way of redemption for all.   

• Leader, take this opportunity to tell about a time when God was compassionate to 
you and provided a “light” in your darkness. 

 
Hands on Application: 

• Ask: What would our world be like if we didn’t have the sun? Allow the group to 
answer. To be in complete darkness all the time would be horrible! It’s a scientific fact 
that we must have light to live. Read John 8:12 out loud to the group. Say: When we 
choose to follow Jesus, we will be walking in the light and not in darkness. Through the 
light of His Word, God can accomplish great things through us. 

• How many of you know what an optical illusion is? It is a picture that resembles one 
thing but can look like something else. Choose a volunteer, and give them the optical 
illusion sheet. Read the instructions from the sheet. After they accomplished 
seeing the optical illusion, ask: What did you see? A picture of Jesus. Did you see the 
light that surrounded Him? Yes. Say: Remember, Jesus is the light of the world. 

 
Group Discussion: 

• Say: Now I want to show you something else. Show the group the blindfold. Put the 
blindfold on another volunteer. Say: This blindfold represents sin. Every human, since 
Adam and Eve, has been blinded by sin. That’s how Satan prefers us to live - blind to 
God’s truth and in the dark. But God does not want us to live in darkness. 

• Read to the group Colossians 1:13-14. Ask: What does it mean to be delivered from 
something? Allow the group to answer. Pull the blindfold off your volunteer while 
saying: Jesus takes off the blindfold of our sin when we put our trust in Him.  

• Say: Because of His great love for us, God made a way for us to be delivered from our 
sins. Through Jesus, the plan of forgiveness was fulfilled. Everyone who chooses to put 
his or her faith in Jesus will live in the light of God! Read I John 1:7 - Remember, in 
Jesus there is no darkness. He provides the light of redemption!   

• Say: And, God gave us the Bible to be a “lamp to our feet and a light to our path” in life. 
His word guides our every step so we never walk in darkness. 

 
Conversation with God (Prayer): 
Have a time of praise! Praise God for His light! Praise God that we no longer have to walk in 
darkness. Thank God for providing a way for us to receive forgiveness of sins. Fill in prayer 
journal and close in prayer. 
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Here's Mud in Your Eye!                  
Jesus heals a blind man. 

A mixing bowl, dirt, measuring cup, water, and a small pie pan. 
Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 
put it on the man's eyes. "Go," he told him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" 
(this word means Sent). So the man went and washed and came home 
seeing. John 9N6-7 (NIV) 

When I was a child, we didn't have TV or video games. Most of my days 
were spent playing outside with my friends. We built houses out of 
cardboard boxes, played baseball in a vacant lot, and climbed trees. When 
the day was over, I must admit that I was covered with dirt from head to toe, 
but I sure had a lot of fun. 

A company in England which makes laundry detergent was concerned that 
many children today are missing out on the simple pleasures of childhood 
because their mothers don't want them to get dirty. They began a campaign 
called "Dirt is good!" and they came up with a list of "The 33 things you 
must do before you are 10." Some of the things that made their list might 
surprise you. Number one on the list was to roll on your side down a grassy 
bank. Number two on the list was to make a mud pie! 

Have you ever made a mud pie? All you need is some dirt, water, and a pie 
pan. I have all of those things right here. Why don't we make a mud pie? 
First, I will add some water to the dirt in this mixing bowl. Then I'll stir it up 
until it is smooth and creamy -- just like a chocolate pie. Now I will pour it 
into this pie pan and smooth it out. If you like, you can add some small 
rocks, leaves, and dried flowers for decoration. When you have finished, the 
mud pie is put out in the hot sun to bake. One thing I should tell you is that 
you never eat your mud pie. They are just fun to make! 



Making mud pies is one great thing you can do with mud, but in our Bible 
story today, Jesus does something even more wonderful with a little mud. 
Listen, and I think you will agree. 

Jesus was walking with his disciples when they saw a man who had been 
blind since birth. The disciples thought that man was blind because he or 
his parents had sinned, but Jesus told them, "It is not because of his sins 
or his parents' sins. This happened so that the power of God could be seen 
in his life." Then Jesus knelt down, spit on the ground, and stirred up some 
mud. He took the mud and put it on the blind man's eyes. He told him, 
"Now, go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam." The man went and washed 
the mud from his eyes and when he came back, he could see! 

Now, you would think that everyone would think that it was wonderful 
that the blind man could see, but the Pharisees weren't. Do you know 
why? It was because Jesus healed the blind man on the Sabbath. The 
Pharisees thought that was a sin to do anything on the Sabbath -- even if it 
was to help someone in need. You see, they were more concerned with 
keeping their religious laws than they were with helping people. When the 
pharisees asked the man how he had been healed, he told them that 
Jesus had healed him. They became angry and said to him, "God should 
get the glory for this -- we know this man Jesus is a sinner." 
"I donʼt know whether he is a sinner," the man replied. "But I do know 
this: I was blind, and now I can see!" 

I don't know what problems you may be facing in your life, but I know that 
if Jesus can heal a blind man with a little bit of mud, he can help you with 
anything you might be facing. 
Heavenly Father, we are here today in need of the touch of Jesus. We pray 
that lives will be changed so that your name will be glorified. In Jesus' 
name we pray, amen. 








