
November 24, 2021 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Shepherd, 
 
A voice message from Shepherd to all of you went out Tuesday night from our Head Elder 
regarding a Public Health Order (PHO) issued earlier in the day by the Tri-County Health 
Department affecting Adams and Arapahoe counties. The order requires all persons over 2 
years of age, whether vaccinated against COVID-19 or not, to wear masks in all indoor public 
spaces. With Thanksgiving Eve and Thanksgiving Day services a day away, myself, Pastor 
Stoltenow, and our Head Elder wanted to address the PHO as it relates to our congregation. 
Regrettably, and understandably, the message caused a strong reaction from many of you. 
Please accept my sincere apology for the way we handled getting our message out to you! 
Please continue reading this, as I hope to provide context and insight into our response and to 
clarify our response to the PHO. 
 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, leadership at Shepherd has tried to balance the needs of 
those who are susceptible to the virus or simply fear the potential consequences of contracting 
the virus with the needs of those who don’t or aren’t. We have acted in accordance with what 
we believe the Bible teaches. Jesus instructs His followers to “…Therefore render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21). We are instructed 
in 1 Peter 2:13-15 “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to 
the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him …For this is the will of God, that by 
doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.”  
 
In response to the PHO, we would like our congregation to be mindful of our civil authorities 
and behave in accordance with God’s Word. We want to respect the feelings of our entire 
congregation but do not intend to be legalistic or enforce the wearing of masks indoors when 
we are gathering as a family. We simply ask that you consider what God instructs and act with 
love and understanding to those with whom we fellowship. Our desire is that all of Shepherd’s 
family gather in worship and fellowship together as one body. For those whom the COVID-19 
virus poses serious health risks, we encourage you to take advantage of our online services and 
devotionals during this and any future COVID surges, and reach out to our church family and 
pastors with any needs. 
 
Ironically, the same day the PHO was issued, my mother returned home after weeks of 
hospitalization and rehab due to health complications caused by her contracting COVID-19. She 
is mostly home bound and contracted the virus from my brother who contracted the virus 
somewhere, we don’t really know. When she was admitted to the hospital and subsequently 
transferred to a rehab facility, I cried out to God in fear that she had given up the fight and that 
He, in his infinite grace, would release her from her physical ailments and bring her to be with 
Him. I did not have much hope that she would ever return home. But God is good and merciful! 
And through the prayers of many of you and others I don’t even know, God brought about 
healing to the point where she could return home! Thank you for your prayers! 
 



Would wearing masks have prevented her from getting COVID-19, I honestly doubt it. But I 
would wear full personal protection gear and a hazmat suit if she believed it would prevent her 
from going through what she experienced and allow her to worship with her church family! 
 
These are challenging times for God’s Church here on earth! The pandemic has given the devil a 
foothold in our midst, and he is working tirelessly to divide us and destroy our unity in Christ. I 
pray for the Holy Spirit to strengthen and preserve our church family with our love for Christ 
binding us together in one accord. We must resist the devil’s attempts to destroy us! 
 
The leadership here at Shepherd has worked extremely hard to follow God’s leading. Please 
pray for us that He will persist in giving us wisdom and understanding to lead according to His 
direction – and ask you to forgive us when we fall short. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have questions or concerns. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
 
Ed Barstad 
Congregational President 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
303-408-5441 
ed@barstad.com 
 


