
Order of Worship for the Ordination of  

 

 Sean Glenn Berry  

 

into the Holy Ministry 
 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church  
Centennial, CO 

August 2, 2020    3:00 PM 
 

 

 

 

 IN THE NAME OF JESUS  

PRELUDE    

Please stand and face the cross as it enters the sanctuary. The cross symbolizes Christ’s presence among us. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  # 578:1-4 LSB   “Thy Strong Word” 
Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!  

 

  Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 
  Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath.  
  Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
  Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!  

 

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!  

 

  From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
  From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. 
  Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
  Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

 

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES                                                   Matthew 28:19b 

Liturgist (L): In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.     
Congregation (C):  Amen! 

L: Let us adore our heavenly Father: 
C: We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord! 
L: Let us glory in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
C: You are the King of Glory, O Christ! 
L: Let us rejoice in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit: 
C: We give all praise to You, O Holy Spirit! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION ~ FORGIVENESS OF SINS   Psalm 51, 1 John 4, Jn 20:19-23 

L: Friends in Christ, because God so loved the world, we now confess our sins so that, receiving 
forgiveness, we may be enabled to love God with our whole being:  
   Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your unfailing love. Against You, You only have we 
sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You are proved right when You speak and 
justified when You judge. Surely we were sinful from conception. Create in us pure hearts, O 
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within us. Do not cast us from Your presence or take Your 
Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of Your salvation and grant us a willing spirit to 
sustain us. Then we will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will turn back to You.  

C: Amen. 
L: This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that 

we might live through Him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Receive this forgiveness Christ won for you by His 
Passion, death, and resurrection. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ I, a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen! 
 

SERVING TODAY:       
 

Liturgist and Officiant: 
Rev. Dr. Greg Zillinger 

Associate Pastor,  
Shepherd of the Hills 

 
 

Preacher: 
Rev. Dr. Dirk Reek 
Professor Emeritus, 

Concordia University  
Nebraska 

 
 

Lector: 
Rev. David Edwards 

Senior Pastor, 
Word of Life Lutheran 

Church, Lincoln, NE 
 
 

Organist: 
Gail Black 

Dir. Parish Music, 
Shepherd of the Hills 
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Witness                          Mercy                          Life Together  

Welcome To All!  
May the Lord  

bless us  
as we worship Him! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Martin Luther 
considered the Te 
Deum, to be second 
only to the Creeds 
as a symbol of faith. 
Used extensively in 
the Middle Ages, it 
was intended to be 
sung on Sundays 
and for festival 
services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
“Praise the LORD! 

Praise God  

in His sanctuary; 

praise Him for  

His mighty deeds; 

praise Him 

according to  

His excellent 

greatness! 

Let everything  

that has breath 

praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD!” 

 

~from Psalm 150 
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PSALMODY   Psalm 42:1-5  
L: As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living 

God. When shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my food day and night, while they say to 
me continually, “Where is your God?” These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I would go with the 
throng and lead them in procession to the house of God with glad shouts and songs of praise, a multitude 
keeping festival. Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God;  

ALL: for I shall again praise Him, my salvation and my God. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: We pray: Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that 

we, being instructed by the doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk in the light of Your truth and finally 
attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE ~ TE DEUM    # 941 LSB   “We Praise You And Acknowledge You, O God”       

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000715 Tune: Public domain 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 12:1-6  
     You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to You, O LORD, for though You were angry with me, Your anger turned away, that 
You might comfort me. Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my 
song, and He has become my salvation.” With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day: 
“Give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name, make known His deeds among the peoples, proclaim that His name is exalted. 
Sing praises to the LORD, for He has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant 
of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.” 

 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. GOD, the Lord, is my strength.  Habakkuk 3:18-19a 



 
 
 
 

“The Bible is a 

harbor where I can       

drop down my 

anchor, feeling 

certain that it will 

hold. Here is a 

place where I can 

find sure footing;  

and, by the grace 

of God, from this 

confidence I shall  

never be moved.” 

 

  ~Charles Spurgeon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 

A Creed is a great 
outline for sharing  
God’s Word— 

HIStory—with 

others! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Faith brings and 

gives you Christ as 

your own with all 

His treasures; love 

gives you to your 

neighbor with all 

your treasures. 

And in these two 

relations a 

Christian life 

consists, purely 

and completely.”  

 

  ~Dr. Martin Luther 
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EPISTLE READING   1 Peter 4:1-10 

     Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the 
flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. 
For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, 
drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of 
debauchery, and they malign you; but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is why 
the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the 
spirit the way God does. 
     The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. Above all, keep 
loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. As each 
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. 

 

L:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God!        
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
L:   The Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the 16th chapter.       C:  Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   John 16:4b-15 
     Jesus said, “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to Him who sent 
Me, and none of you asks Me, ’Where are You going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
     Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. And when He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will 
see Me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
     “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into 
all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the 
things that are to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is Mine; 
therefore I said that He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.” 

 

L:  This is the Gospel of our Lord.       C:  Praise to You, O Christ!      
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen! 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   # 722 LSB     “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”  
Lord, take my hand and lead me upon life’s way; Direct, protect, and feed me from day to day. 
Without Your grace and favor I go astray; So take my hand, O Savior, and lead the way.  

 

 Lord, when the tempest rages, I need not fear, For You, the Rock of Ages, are always near. 
 Close by Your side abiding, I fear no foe, For when Your hand is guiding, In peace I go.  

 

Lord, when the shadows lengthen and night has come, I know that You will strengthen my steps toward home. 
Then nothing can impede me, O blessed Friend; So take my hand and lead me Unto the end. 
 

SERMON     

 

       

THE SOLEMN RITE OF ORDINATION 

 

The pastor-elect is presented before the altar  

 

O: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen! Beloved in the Lord, Sean Glenn 
Berry has been Called by the Lord of the Church into the Office of the Holy Ministry of the Word and 
Sacraments. He has been prepared for this ministry by careful study and prayer. He has been examined and 
declared ready and prepared to undertake this sacred responsibility, and, by the guidance of God the Holy 
Spirit, he has in the Church’s usual order been called to be pastor of St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Edmonds, 
Washington. According to apostolic practice, he is now presented to be ordained and consecrated to this office 
established by God. 

The candidate kneels 
 

O: We pray: O God, You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy 
Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice 
in His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen! 

The LORD is the everlasting God…. He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.  Isaiah 40:28, 29 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I have covenanted 

with my Lord that 

He should not 

send me visions or 

dreams or even 

angels. I am 

content with this 

gift of the 

Scriptures, which 

teaches and 

supplies all that is 

necessary, both for 

this life and that 

which is to come.” 

 

   ~Dr. Martin Luther 

 
 
 
“I decided to know 

nothing among 

you except Jesus 

Christ and Him 

crucified. And I 

was with you in 

weakness and in 

fear and much 

trembling, and my 

speech and my 

message were not 

in plausible words 

of wisdom, but in 

demonstration of 

the Spirit and of 

power, that your 

faith might not 

rest in the wisdom 

of men but in the 

power of God!” 

 

     ~St. Paul, to the  

              Corinthians 

4 

The candidate stands; the officiant addresses the candidate  

 

O: Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the institution of the Office of the Holy Ministry: Jesus said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I AM with you always, to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20                                                                                             
     Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the responsibilities of the Office of the Holy Ministry: If anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message 
of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake, He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
Him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:17-21  
     And Jesus said, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in His name to all nations.” Luke 24:46-47 
     Hear what Holy Scripture says concerning the strength and promise God gives to those in the Office of the 
Holy Ministry: Continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 
and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped 
for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

O: Dear brother in Christ, the Lord grant that you receive and keep these words in your heart so that you may be 
strengthened  and encouraged in your labors. God gathers His Church by and around His Holy Gospel and 
thereby also grants it growth and increase, according to His good pleasure. That this may be done, He has 
established the Office of the Holy Ministry into which you have been called by the Church and are now to be 
ordained and consecrated by prayer and the laying on of hands. In the presence of this congregation and 
before our Lord God to whom you must give an account now and at the Last Day, I now ask you: Do you 
acknowledge that the Lord has called you through His Church into the ministry of Word and Sacrament? 

Candidate:  I do. 
O: Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired Word of 

God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 
Candidate:  Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and the only infallible 

rule of faith and practice. 
O: Do you believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds, namely the Apostles’, the Nicene, and the 

Athanasian Creeds, as faithful testimonies to the truth of the Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors 
which they condemn? 

Candidate:  Yes, I believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds because they are in accord with the Word of 
God. I also reject all the errors they condemn. 

O: Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a true exposition of Holy Scripture and a correct 
exhibition of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? And do you confess that the Apology of the 
Augsburg Confession, the Small and Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on 
the Power and Primacy of the Pope, and the Formula of Concord—as these are contained in the Book of 
Concord—are also in agreement with this one scriptural faith? 

Candidate:  Yes, I make these Confessions my own, because they are in accord with the Word of God. 
O: Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your office in accordance with these Confessions, and that 

all your preaching and teaching and your administration of the Sacraments will be in conformity with Holy 
Scripture and with these Confessions? 

Candidate:  Yes, I promise, with the help of God. 
O: Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian doctrine, will you forgive the sins 

of those who repent, and will you promise never to divulge the sins confessed to you? Will you minister 
faithfully to the sick and dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry centered 
in the Gospel? Will you admonish and encourage the people to a lively confidence in Christ and in holy living? 

Candidate:  Yes, I will, with the help of God. 
O: Finally, will you honor and adorn the Office of the Holy Ministry with a holy life? Will you be diligent in the 

study of Holy Scripture and the Confessions? And will you be constant in prayer for those under your pastoral 
care? 

Candidate:  I will, the Lord helping me through the power and grace of His Holy Spirit. 
The candidate kneels; the officiant lays his hands on the head of the candidate  

 

O: Jesus said: “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I AM sending you.” And when He had said 
this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching…. Practice these things, immerse yourself in them.  1 Timothy 4:13, 15 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill  
the hearts of the faithful, 

and kindle in them  
the fire of Your love! 



 
 
1 This red stole is a 
gift from Shepherd of 
the Hills to Sean. 
The stole represents 
the yoke of Christ, 
symbolizing our 
Lord's perfect 
obedience by which 
He obtained for us 
the stole, or robe, of 
eternal life. Ordained 
pastors wear the 
stole to remind them 
to be faithful in their 
called service to 
their Lord and His 
people. The color 
red, the color of fire 
and the blood of the 
martyrs, symbolizes 
the Holy Spirit, 
martyrdom, fervor 
and love.  
 
 

O Lord, defend 

Your servant, 

Sean, with Your 

heavenly grace, 

that he may 

continue Yours for 

ever and daily 

increase in Your 

Holy Spirit, more 

and more, until he 

comes unto Your 

everlasting 

Kingdom. Amen! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benediction: We 
leave this house of 
worship to be God’s 
witnesses and share 
His mercy in our life 
together with each 
other, our neighbors, 
and the world. 
 

forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” John 20:21-23 Sean Glenn Berry, I ordain 
and consecrate you to the Office of the Holy Ministry of the Word and Sacraments in the one, holy, Christian, 
and apostolic Church, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
O: The Lord Jesus pour out on you His Holy Spirit for this office and work, that you may faithfully preach the 

Gospel and administer the Sacraments. Amen!   
 

The pastors present may give a blessing to the newly ordained 
 

The newly ordained stands and is vested with a stole1;  
both he and the officiant turn to face the congregation 

 

O: Beloved in the Lord, Holy Scripture says, “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” Hebrews 13:17 Will you, the faithful, according to the 
Church’s public confession, and speaking for the whole Church, receive Sean as a servant of Christ and minister 
of Word and Sacrament? If so, then answer: We will. 

C: We will. 
The newly ordained kneels. 

 

O: We pray: O eternal, merciful God, You have spoken through Your own dear Son, saying that the harvest is 
plentiful but the laborers few and that we should ask You, the Lord of the harvest, to send laborers into Your 
harvest. Hear now our prayer on behalf of Sean, who this day is ordained and consecrated to be Your minister 
in the Church. Strengthen him mightily to take up the Word of truth and faithfully to administer Your holy 
Sacraments. O Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, You gave Your own life to be a holy and perfect sacrifice 
for us and for our salvation. Grant to Sean a heart zealous for Your people and boldness to guide, comfort, 
admonish, and serve Your congregation with gentleness and wisdom. Fill him, Your undershepherd, with Your 
love, that in Your name he will seek the straying and bear up the weak. Give him the heart never to grow 
weary in the service of Your flock. O Holy Spirit, strengthen and keep Sean in the Word of truth and life, and 
support him in every time of trouble and distress. Make his labors fruitful and, when the day of labor is ended, 
grant him to come with rejoicing before Your presence to receive with all the saints his portion in eternal 
salvation. To You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, both now and forever. 

C: Amen! 
 

ORDINATION HYMN  # 578:5-6 LSB   “Thy Strong Word” 
Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end!  

 

         D God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. 

  To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 
  Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee. 
  Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!  

 

 

       

 
 

The newly ordained pastor continues with the prayers and benediction 
 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH  
Pastor Berry: We pray: Grant, we implore You, almighty God, to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which 

comes down from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy 
and building up of Christ’s holy people, so that in firm and steadfast faith we may serve You and in the 
confession of Your name abide to the end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever. 

C: Amen!  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen! 

 

BENEDICTION ~ GOD’S GOOD-CREATING WORD OF BLESSING                                     Numbers 6:24-26  
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C: Amen! 
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The LORD your God...will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love; He will exult over you with loud singing.  Zephaniah 3:17 



RECESSIONAL HYMN   # 465 LSB   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”     

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 

  Eternal is the gift He brings, Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
  “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
  Now still He comes to give us life And by His presence stills all strife. 
  Christ has triumphed! He is living! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

 

O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; Set heart and will on things above 
That we conquer through Your triumph; 
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day That by our lives we truly say: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

                     D Adoring praises now we bring And with the heav’nly blessed sing: 

  “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
  Be to the Father and our Lord, To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
  All the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

POSTLUDE   

 TO GOD ALONE ALL GLORY!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Biography of Rev. Sean Berry 
 

Sean Berry was baptized with his entire family on Easter Day 1997, at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Denver, Colorado. Since then, he has grown up in the 
church, attending Elementary and Middle School with his twin sister, 
Michelle, at Shepherd of the Hills. At Shepherd he made some life-long 
friends and connections with people who became second families to him.  
 
 

Sean continued in public school through Castle View High School in Castle 
Rock, CO, graduating in 2011—another time in which he made close friends 
who are important to his life today. While in High School, Sean joined the 
Army Reserves on a whim and served 6 years as a Generator Mechanic. 
During his senior year of High School, Sean struggled choosing a career path 
and after much thought decided to pursue the Pastoral ministry, because it 
seemed like a good idea and he enjoyed his experience in the life of the 
church. After receiving encouragement from his pastors at Shepherd, Sean 
attended and graduated from Concordia University, Nebraska, on a path 
toward the Seminary. Throughout his experience God opened Sean’s eyes 

to see friends and professors who manifested the extent of Jesus’s influence in their lives, and the joy of being a 
part of a wider church. He loved his time in Seward and made some life-long friends who are now themselves 
contributors to the Church in so many great ways. 
 
 

After college and fulfilling his contract with the Army Reserves, Sean immediately went to Concordia Seminary in 
St. Louis to become a pastor. In Seminary, he grew a deeper appreciation for the breadth and depth of God’s Word. 
In Sean’s third year at the Seminary, he went on pastoral internship, serving as the Vicar at Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection in Garden City, NY, located just outside the city on Long Island. Under the guidance of Pastor Jeff 
Browning, God gave Sean the opportunity to serve His wonderful people, to learn from a compassionate pastor and 
to receive from the congregation the same love they offer to their neighbors. Upon returning from vicarage to the 
Seminary for his final year, Sean decided to defer a Call to a church in order to pursue one more year of study. He 
graduated with his Master of Divinity in 2019, and over the course of the last year pursued a degree for the Master 
of Sacred Theology.  
 
 

On April 28th of this year, Sean received a Call to serve as pastor of St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Edmonds, 
Washington. Sean is thrilled to enter the Pastoral office and is eternally grateful for his family and friends who have 
encouraged, supported, and prayed for him along his path. Sean is blessed with a loving and supportive father, 
mother, and sister—a family who are always by his side. They show him what it looks like to trust in God. Sean’s 
Ordination today would not be possible without God’s grace shining brightly forth through the loving people He has 
bestowed in Sean’s life.  

Rev. Sean Berry 
St. Timothy Lutheran Church   16431 52nd Avenue W     Edmonds, WA 98026 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 
Lord,  

lay some soul  

upon my heart 

and love that 

soul through me; 

and may I gladly  

do my part 

to win that soul  

for Thee.  

Amen! 
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Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, even so I am sending you.  John 20:21    I AM with you always, to the end of the age.  Matthew 28:20b 


