
Devotion – Tuesday, May 26, 2020 

This week in our devotions we are going to look at a few parables from the gospels. 

In Luke 15 Jesus tells the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin. “Now the tax collectors and 

“sinners” were all gathering around to hear him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 

muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ Then Jesus told them this parable, 

‘Suppose one of you has one hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-

nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he 

joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together 

and says, ‘rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way there will 

be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons 

who do not need to repent.”  

Jesus continues on, “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a 

lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her 

friends and neighbors together and say, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ In the 

same way, I tell you there is rejoicing in the presence of angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” 

In these parables Jesus is showing how big the love of God is and how it is for all people, unlike 

how the pharisees were acting with their exclusivity. Church is not a country club with 

memberships. It is a wellspring of life for all the sinners in need of forgiveness and grace. There 

are many who are lost, and we should all be rejoicing with praises to God when someone repents 

and believes. That is one of the greatest joys there is! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotion – Wednesday, May 27, 2020 

For the last few years, I have had a countdown calendar for various events. In college, I had a 

countdown going until our DCE internship placement day. Then it was countdowns to see 

family. Countdowns until college graduation. I now have a countdown going for when baby girl 

will be born in September and a countdown until I get to see my family in St. Louis. 

I find countdowns helpful for a few reasons. It helps me plan for those events. It helps me keep 

perspective on them and gets me excited for them. Countdowns help the waiting periods not feel 

quite as long. 

There are many things we can look forward and count down to, but there is one we cannot. 

Jesus tells the parable of the ten virgins in the gospel of Matthew 25:1-13. “At that time the 

kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five of them were wise. The foolish ones took their 

lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their 

lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all the 

virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 

you oil; our lamps are going out.’ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and 

you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ But while they were on their 

way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the 

wedding banquet. And the door was shut. Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open 

the door for us!’ But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I do not know you.’ Therefore keep watch, 

because you do not know the day or the hour.” 

Jesus also tells us in Mark 13:32-37, “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels 

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that 

time will come. It’s like a man going away; He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, 

each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. ‘Therefore keep watch 

because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back – whether in the evening 

or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find 

you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: Watch!’” 

The topic of Jesus’ return sparks many conversations and many over time have thought they 

have predicted the time when it would happen. Jesus makes it clear. We don’t know what time or 

day he will return, only the Father in heaven knows. But, we are to always be prepared and look 

forward with hope and excitement!  

 

 

 

 



Devotion – Thursday, May 28, 2020 

Psalm 16 

Keep me safe, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

I said to the Lord, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.” As for the saints, 

who are in the land, they are the glorious ones in whom is my delight. The sorrows of those will 

increase who run after other gods. I will not pour out their liberations of blood or take up their 

names on my lips. 

Lord, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure. The 

boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. 

I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I have set the Lord 

always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you 

will not abandoned me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made 

known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at 

your right hand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotion- Friday, May 29, 2020 

Today we are going to look at the parable of the sower. Turn to Mark 4:2-8;14-20. 

“He taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said, ‘Listen! A farmer went out to 

sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate 

it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because 

the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered 

because they had no root. Other seed fell among the thorns, which grew up and choked the 

plants, so that they did n bear grain. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew, and 

produced crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times.” 

Later, when Jesus was around the twelve disciples and others Jesus further explained the parable. 

“The farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. 

As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. Others, 

like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they 

have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 

word, they quickly fall away. Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the 

worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke 

the word, making it unfruitful. Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and 

produce a crop – thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times what was sown.” 

Jesus taught many things using parables. Stories were an important part of life then, more so than 

they are used today in American culture. Parables used examples of things people would be 

familiar with to make a point. 

This parable is about how people respond to the Word of God that Jesus was preaching during 

his ministry. We see that people fall into 4 categories. Even today we see these reactions to 

hearing God’s word. Some do not believe it, some believe it for a short while, but life problems 

make them stop believing. Others believe it, but then are sucked into the world of prosperity, and 

last, others believe it and hold onto it for a lifetime. 

Something to think about: how can we minister to each situation?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotion – Saturday, May 30, 2020 

Today we are going to be looking at the parable of the tenants in Matthew 21:33-39 and 45-46. 

“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around 

it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went 

away on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to 

collect his fruit. The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 

Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the 

same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. But when the 

tenants saw the son they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 

inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about 

them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people 

held that he was a prophet.” 

In this parable the tenants are the Jews. The religious leaders knew that Jesus was talking against 

them and they did not like that one bit. They wanted Jesus arrested and killed. The servants that 

the landowner sends are the prophets of the Old Testament. The son of the landowner who the 

tenants killed is Jesus, who then goes to die on the cross. This parable happens after Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday. There are many parables that Jesus teaches at this 

time, but this one is telling the people what had happened through time with God sending people 

to spread His Word and then ultimately that God sent his own son, Jesus Christ, who lived, 

preached, performed miracles, was rejected and then died on the cross. 

But in the end God wins. Death was not the end of the story. Jesus rose from the grave 3 days 

later because he was truly the Son of God. Praise God!  

 

 


