
Devotion – Tuesday, May 12, 2020 

 In Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia he 

writes, “I am astonished that you are so 

quickly deserting the one who called you by 

the grace of Christ and are turning to a 

different gospel – which really is no gospel at 

all. Evidently some people are throwing you 

into confusion and are trying to pervert the 

gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel 

from heaven should preach a gospel other than 

the one we preached to you let him be eternally 

condemned! As we have already said, so now I 

say again: If anybody is preaching to you a 

gospel other than what you accepted, let him 

be eternally condemned! Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying 

to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. I want you 

to know, brothers, that the gospel that I preached is not something that man made up. I did not 

receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ” 

Galatians 1:6-12 

At this time, there were Jewish believers who were still trying to convince the gentiles that they 

had to follow some of the Old Testament rites, such as circumcision, to truly be in God’s family. 

They told the gentiles that Paul was watering down the message of the gospel to make it more 

palatable to them. 

This does not make Paul very happy. In the letter, Paul goes on to explain his history as a Jewish 

man, his conversion, and the true message of saving grace in Christ Jesus. 

Paul is not focused on wanting people to like him or be pleased with him. Paul is wanting the 

truth of the gospel to be preached and heard and believed. He does not try and change the 

message to make the people like him, that would not be sharing the true gospel.  

Today, it is easy to want to try and make some things in the Bible come off as more palatable to 

people, but friends, God tells us to spread his word, to love God with all our heart, and to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. Do not live your life trying to please men with the things that come 

out of your mouth. Live for God, that your actions and words may be pleasing to him.  

 

 

 

 

 



Devotion – Wednesday, May 13, 2020 

Romans 11:33-36 says, “Oh, the depth of the 

riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgements and his paths 

beyond tracing out! Who has known the mind of 

the Lord? Or who has been his counselor? Who 

has ever given to God that God should repay 

him? For from him and through him and to him 

are all things. To him be the glory forever! 

Amen.”  

Paul is pouring out his praises to God at the end 

of this chapter in his letter to the church in Rome. 

He is making a point that we as humans cannot 

do anything to earn or deserve the love of God. God is so much bigger than we can comprehend. 

We cannot repay God for what he has done for us by sending his Son, Jesus, to die and rise again 

for our sin and forgiveness. There is nothing we can do to pay God back. We respond to God’s 

grace, mercy, and forgiveness with praise, thankfulness, prayer, and service. 

What does the pouring out of praise to God look like in your life? 

There are so many ways that we can give praise to our Lord. Are you good with words? Write 

out your praises. Are you good with music? Praise the Lord in song! Are you talented with art 

supplies? Paint, draw, color, a picture of praise. Dance. Play an instrument, shout it from the roof 

tops! As Psalm 150 says, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.”  

How will you praise the Lord today?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotion – Thursday, May 14, 2020 

Psalm 118 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his 

love endures forever.  

Let Israel say: “His love endures forever.” Let 

the house of Aaron say: “His love endures 

forever.” Let those who ear the Lord say: “His 

love endures forever.” 

In my anguish I cried to the Lord, and he 

answered by setting me free. The Lord is with 

me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to 

me? The Lord is with me; he is my helper. I 

will look in triumph on my enemies. 

It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the Lord 

than to trust in princes. 

All nations surrounded me, but in the name of the Lord I cut them off. They swarmed around me 

like bees, but they died out as quickly as burning thorns; in the name of the Lord I cut them off.  

I was pushed back and about to fall, but the Lord helped me. The Lord is my strength and my 

song; he has become my salvation. Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the 

righteous: “The Lord’s right hand has done might things! The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the 

Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!” 

I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. The Lord has chastened me 

severely, but he has not given me over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give thanks to the Lord. This is the gate 

of the Lord through which the righteous enter. I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you 

have become my salvation.  

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is 

marvelous in our eyes. This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

O Lord, save us; O Lord, grant us success. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

From the house of the Lord we bless you. The Lord is God and he has made his light shine upon 

us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar.  

You are my God, and I will give you thanks; you are my God, and I will exalt you. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.  

 

 



Devotion – Friday, May 15, 2020 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under heaven: a time to be born 

and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to 

uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time 

to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep 

and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time 

to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to 

gather them, a time to embrace and a time to 

refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a 

time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to 

tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a 

time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, 

a time for war and a time for peace.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

Our lives are full of seasons. Seasons of good and bad. Seasons of highs and lows. Seasons of 

joy and seasons of sadness. 

As much as we would like to have control over every aspect of our lives, we do not have control. 

But, through every season we have God with us. Whether we are mourning or dancing, weeping 

or laughing, we have the Lord and that is having it all. We learn things about God in each season 

of life we go through. You learn something different about God if you are in a waiting season 

verses a plentiful season. Each season brings growth to our faith.  

What season are you in right now? 

What are you learning about God in this season? How is your faith growing at this time? 

While our seasons of life are ever changing, we have a God who is never changing. He is eternal 

and sovereign. What comfort! We know that no matter what circumstances life brings we have a 

God who is always there, who is always listening, who is always giving grace and mercy. 

Whatever season you find yourself in today, rest in the unchanging grace of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Devotion – Saturday, May 16, 2020 

Psalm 139 

O Lord, you have searched me and you know 

me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you 

perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern 

my going out and my lying down; you are 

familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on 

my tongue you know it completely, O Lord.  

You hem me in – behind and before; you have 

laid your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too 

wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I 

flee from your presence? If I go up to the 

heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the 

dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand 

will hold me fast.  

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,” even the 

darkness will not be dark to you; for the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light to 

you. 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you 

because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful; I know that full well. 

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in a secret place. When I was woven 

together in the depths of the earth, your yes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for 

me were written in your book before one of them came to be.  

How precious are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! Were I to count them, 

they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you. 

If only you would slay the wicked, O God! Away from me, you bloodthirsty men! They speak of 

you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name. Do I not hate those who hate you, O 

Lord, and abhor those who rise up against you? I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them 

my enemies. 

Search me, O God and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is 

any offensive way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.  

 

 


