
Creative Catechesis - Keys Part 1, L41, p. 82 

  Office of the Keys: 
Part 1 
 
 

Prayer:  For Those with Church Responsibility 

Lord and Shepherd, in all the many things that need to be done for your Church, 
grant to those entrusted with special responsibilities zeal and faithfulness to perform 
their tasks to the up building of your Church and the glory of your saving name; who 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, ever one God, world without 
end.  Amen. 
 

Music: “As Surely as I live,” God Said LSB #614 (v. 1-2) 
 

 
 

Vocabulary: 
1. Keys:  The authority to “open” or forgive sins and “close” or not forgive sins 

given by Christ to His believers here on earth. 
2. Retain:  When a person holds on to their sins or sinning so that the church must 

withhold the words of forgiveness, closing the doors of heaven to them. 
3. Remit:  When a person is freed from their sin and sinning because they have 

given them to Christ to bear.  The doors of heaven are opened wide for them. 
 

Catechism Pages:   
LSC (maroon 1991) p. 224-226, (black/maroon 2017) p.314-321    
 

 

Questions: 
1. Who has the right to forgive sins?  Why do they have this right?  Who has the 

right to withhold forgiveness of sins?  Why do they have this right? 
 

2. What does it mean to not have your sins forgiven? 
 
3. If you just say you are repenting, confessing and are sorry for your sins and yet 

you don’t really mean it or are still continuing in them; are you really forgiven?  
Why not? 

 
4. With the help of your Mentor make a list of four activities or attitudes that would 

cause someone to withhold forgiveness from you.  Answer this question, “What 
would be the best way for you to help these people in these situations so that 
they might be freed from their sin?” 

 
 

  



Creative Catechesis - Keys Part 1, L41, p. 83 

Liturgy:  This is the Feast 

A hymn sung in Communion settings of our liturgy singing of the great wedding 
feast of the Lamb of God found in Revelation 5 and 19.  Communion is a foretaste 
of this great feast to come in Christ Jesus our Lord.     
 

Bible Study:  Mark 10:17-31 

1. Who are the main characters?  What did the rich man want from Jesus? 
 
2. How did Jesus answer this man’s request?  Was Jesus angry or harsh to this 

man in His reply?   
 

3. What one thing did the rich man need to have eternal life?  Did the rich man 
desire Christ as Lord more than his own wealth? 

 
4. Was this Scripture about being rich or selling your possessions?  What is the 

point of the lesson?  What would happen if you love one sin more than Jesus 
Christ?  What does this have to do with the Office of the Keys? 

 

A Closer Look:  Called and Ordained 

When do we hear the words “Called and Ordained?”  Being “Called” is to have a 
group of Christians select someone to fill a ministry position.  Being “Ordained” is to 
have a large group of Christians recognize that a person is trained and qualified to 
accept the position of pastor.  Who are some people in our church who are Called; 
who are ordained; who are commissioned; or who do other types of jobs? 
 

Activity: 
The Right Key For The Right Lock  
What Is Confession? (p. 53 EES 2) 
Other 
 

Music: “As Surely as I live,” God Said LSB #614 (v. 1-2) 
 
 
 

Prayer:  Luther’s Returning Thanks Prayer (Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9-11) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.  His love endures forever.  He gives food to 
every creature.  He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they 
call.  His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of 
man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing 
love.  We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all your benefits, through 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Memory Work: 
1. First 39 Old Testament books spelled correctly; Matthew 16:19 
2. “What is the Office of the Keys?” (part 1), LSC (black/maroon) p. 314 
3. With Parents:  Psalm 40, Prayer p. 321 


