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Confession: 
Part 2 
 
 

Prayer:  Collect V – The Litany 

Spare us, O Lord, and mercifully forgive us our sins, and though by our continual 
transgression we have merited your punishments, be gracious to us and grant that 
all these evils which we have deserved may be turned from us and overruled to our 
everlasting good; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Music:  Jesus Sinners Will Receive LSB #609 (v. 1-2) 
   

 
 

Vocabulary: 
1. Penitent:  A sinner who is sorry for their sins, confesses them, and believes they 

can only be forgiven through God’s mercy of Christ’s death on the cross. 
2. Impenitent:  A sinner who is not sorry for their sins, refuses to acknowledge 

them, and doesn’t trust Christ for life changing forgiveness. 
3. General Confession:  To confess your sins before God in the Lord’s Prayer or 

worship service in which specific sins are not named. 
 

Catechism Pages: 

LSC (maroon 1991) p. 218-219, (black/maroon 2017) p.306-313    
 

 

Questions: 
1. What makes a person repentant or unrepentant?  When a person confesses, do 

they want to continue in their sin? 
 

2. If God is the only one who can forgive sins, then why does pastor say he 
forgives sins?  How and why does pastor forgive sins? 

 
3. If you confess your sins before pastor privately will he go and tell these sins to 

other people?  When do and should pastors (or even you) tell others of what is 
confessed?  
 

4. Ask your Mentor, “Have you ever gone to private confession and absolution?  
Have you ever privately confessed something to someone and they forgave 
you?  How would a person benefit from private confession and absolution?”  
Mentor, ask the same questions of your student. 
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Liturgy:  Private Confession 

Private confession individually with the pastor has been a church practice since 
early Christianity.  In the past it was necessary for people before they attended the 
Lord’s Supper.  What are some benefits and disadvantages to private confession? 
 

Bible Study:  2 Samuel 12:1-14 

1. Who are the main characters of this passage?  What sins did David commit? 
 
2. Was David acknowledging his sin before Nathan arrived?  What was the way 

that Nathan used to get David to acknowledge his sin? 
 

3. Do we ever have to help people acknowledge their sins against us or against 
God?  What part of confession is this?  If they never acknowledge their sin can 
they be forgiven? 

 
4. Who did David sin against?  Who ultimately did David sin against? 

 
5. What are three ways we are punished for our sin?  Did David still have 

consequences for his sin even though the Lord forgave him?  Who else did the 
consequences of his sin affect?  What good is forgiveness if we still might have 
earthly consequences for our sins? 

 

A Closer Look:  Confession and Absolution 

Confession and Absolution usually happen in the Divine Service right after the 
Invocation or right before we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  Why would Confession 
and Absolution be tied to these two events in worship? 
 

Activity: 
Private Confession Liturgy  
Have You Hurt Someone (p. 57 EES) 
Other 
 

Music:  Jesus Sinners Will Receive LSB #609 (v. 3-4) 
 

 
 

Prayer:  Luther’s Evening Prayer 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 
have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 
where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with 
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Memory Work: 
1. First 20 Old Testament books spelled correctly; James 5:16 
2. “What sins should we confess?”, (part 2) LSC (black/maroon) p. 306  
3. With Parents:  Psalm 51, Prayer p. 313  


