
 

 

 

Welcome To All!  
May the Lord bless us as we worship Him! 

   

 IN THE NAME OF JESUS  

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

PRELUDE   Sara Zillinger 

 

INVOCATION  Pastor Robert Tasler 
 

HYMN   # 901  “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                                              
Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace!  

 

 

  Gracious God, I come before Thee; Come Thou also unto me. 

  Where we find Thee and adore Thee, There a heav’n on earth must be. 

  To my heart, O enter Thou; Let it be Thy temple now.  

 

 

Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone 

So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me.  

 

 

  Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

  Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May Thy Word still o’er me shine 

  As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife.  

 

 

Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS            1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

(silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination)  
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Witness                  Mercy                  Life Together  

STATEMENT OF FAITH ~ THE APOSTLES’ CREED    
ALL: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen! 

 

PRAYERS 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!  

 

BENEDICTION ~ GOD’S GOOD-CREATING WORD OF BLESSING 
 

HYMN   # 919  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus”    

Abide, O dearest Jesus, Among us with Your grace 
That Satan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place.  

 
 

  Abide, O dear Redeemer, Among us with Your Word, 
  And thus now and hereafter True peace and joy afford.  

 
 

Abide with heav’nly brightness Among us, precious Light; 
Your truth direct and keep us From error’s gloomy night.  

 
 

  Abide with riches blessings Among us, bounteous Lord; 
  Let us in grace and wisdom Grow daily through Your Word.  

 
 

Abide with Your protection Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us And overcome at length.  

 
 

  Abide, O faithful Savior, Among us with Your love; 
  Grant steadfastness and help us To reach our home above. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE 
 TO GOD ALONE ALL GLORY!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Season of Pentecost is a Season of growing, called 

the Time of the Church. We focus our attention on Jesus’ 

teachings and how they apply in the life of the Church as 

we “live out loud” (witness to) what we’ve just learned in 

the Festival half (the first half) of the Church Year. 

This growing is reflected in the color green, the color of 

life and growth. Bless us, Lord, as we learn, grow, and tell! 

Season of 
Pentecost 
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P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father:  
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
 Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

ALL:  Amen!  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: We pray:  

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for all 
our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge 
Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

ALL:  Amen! 
 

OFFERING  see Shepherd’s website for giving options: ShepherdHillsChurch.org    

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 55:1-5 
     Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and 
eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to 
Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.  
     Incline your ear, and come to Me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, My steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, I made him a witness to the 
peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not 
know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, and 
of the Holy One of Israel, for He has glorified you.  

 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.      C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

EPISTLE READING   Romans 9:1-13 
     I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the Holy 
Spirit—that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers and sisters, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, 
and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever 
Amen. 
     But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 
belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are 
the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. For this is what the 
promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
     And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather 
Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that 

God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of Him who calls—
she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated.” 

 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.      C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 14:13-21 
     Now when Jesus heard [that John had been beheaded], He withdrew from there in a boat to 
a desolate place by Himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed Him on foot from the 
towns. When He went ashore He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them and 
healed their sick. 
     Now when it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This is a desolate place, and 
the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 
     They said to Him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” And Jesus said, “Bring them 
here to Me.” Then He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, He looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then He broke the loaves and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and were 
satisfied.  
     And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were 
about five thousand men, besides women and children.  

 

P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C:  Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

HYMN  # 765  “God Moves in a Mysterious Way” 
God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea And rides upon the storm.  

 
 

  Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, But trust Him for His grace; 
  Behind a frowning providence Faith sees a smiling face.  

 
 

His purposes will ripen fast, Unfolding ev’ry hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, But sweet will be the flow’r. 

 
 

  Blind unbelief is sure to err And scan His work in vain; 
  God is His own interpreter, And He will make it plain.  

 
 

You fearful saints, fresh courage take; The clouds you so much dread  
Are big with mercy and will break In blessings on your head.  

 

MESSAGE  “Do ALL Things Work for Our Good?”   text: Romans 8:28 NASB 
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God,  

to those who are called according to His purpose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


