
 

 

 

 

 IN THE NAME OF JESUS  
INVOCATION                                                                                                                  Divine Service, Setting 1 ~ LSB p. 151; Matthew 28:19b 

Pastor (P):  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.        Congregation (C):  Amen! 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen!       ALL:  He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
  

THE ASCENSION ACCOUNT   Acts 1:1-11    
 

HYMN   # 525:1-3   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne;  
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,  
And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 
    Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born,  
    Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn: 
    Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem,  
    The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem. 
           Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,  
       Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 
            No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight,  
       But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS                                                                                1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

(silence for contemplation on God’s Word and for personal confession) 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you!       C:  And also with you!  
 

P: We pray: Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also 
ascend in heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen! 
 

ACCLAMATION                                                                                                                                                   Hebrews 1:3 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen and ascended!       ALL:  He is seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high! Alleluia! 
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Witness                                  Mercy                                  Life Together  

     Christ’s Ascension is a major church festival which 
celebrates the completion of the earthly phase of Jesus’ 
work of salvation. His ascension is a simple yet powerful 
action—one that affirms His Kingship over earth and 
heaven.  
     Responding to His might and His majesty, we affirm that 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are His, stated each 
time we pray the Lord’s Prayer: Thy kingdom come…. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever! 



TE DEUM ~ HYMN OF PRAISE   # 493:1, 5 & 6   “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”                       
A hymn of glory let us sing! New hymns throughout the world shall ring: Alleluia, alleluia!! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God. Alelluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, allelu—ia! 

  Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, And be our future great reward. Alleluia, alleluia! 
  Then, throned with You forever, we Shall praise Your name eternally. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, allelu—ia! 
D O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to You let earth accord: Alleluia, alleluia! 

 You are, while endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, allelu—ia! 
 

OFFERING  Please see Shepherd’s website for giving options: ShepherdHillsChurch.org    
 

MILESTONE   Emily Schatz 
 

CHILDREN’S CHAT   Sam Scheck 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS   1 Peter 4:12-19; Luke 24:44-53 
 

HYMN   # 895  “Now Thank We All Our God” 
Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things has done, In whom His world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms Has blest us on our way  
With countless gifts of love And still is ours today. 
    Oh, may this bounteous God Through all our life be near us, 
    With ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us 
    And keep us in His grace And guide us when perplexed 
    And free us from all ills In this world and the next! 
                          D All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given, 

       The Son, and Him who reigns With them in highest heaven, 
       The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore; 
       For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore! 

  

MESSAGE   “Rejoice. Suffer. Be Overjoyed! What?”    text: 1 Peter 4:12-19   Pastor Brad Stoltenow 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH ~ THE NICENE CREED 
ALL: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus 

Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered, and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life  of the world to come. Amen! 

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                                                                                                 with Psalm 91 

P: Dear Friends, we come before our Lord, who loves and cares for all: Lord God, You have sustained our nation in the past, and You 
continue to bless us. We honor all those who put our welfare above theirs in order to protect us.  

C: You cover us all with Your feathers, and under Your wings we find refuge; Your faithfulness is our shield of protection.  
P: Comfort those who have lost loved ones; be the strength of those who have suffered injury; and bless all military families who 

sacrifice for our nation, giving us willing and generous hearts to support them in their needs. 
C: We will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day. You will command Your angels to guard us in all our ways. 
P: Protect and defend all whom You have placed in positions of civic authority as well as those under their governance. Grant all the 

courage to call upon You for help and wisdom, seeking to do Your will as they serve the people.  
C: Lord, deliver us and protect us. When we call on You, answer us; be with us in trouble. Rescue us, because You are our salvation! 
P: Bless and be merciful to all students and teachers, graduates, and those seeking work or a return to work. May they seek You and 

Your will for their next steps, and may Your Holy Spirit protect them from harm to body and soul, mind and heart. 
C: Lord, be their refuge, that no evil be allowed to befall them. Guard them with Your holy angels.  
P: We thank You, Lord, for sheltering with Your love and protection those believers who have gone before us as witnesses for You. 

Inspire us to such boldness in proclaiming Your love, forgiveness, and salvation in Jesus Christ.  
C: Sustain us in our earthly journey, until we join them in heaven in unending praise! 
P: Father, into Your hands we commit all, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen! 
 

Since you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Colossians 3:1  

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  Colossians 3:2-3 



HYMN   # 861   “Christ Be My Leader”                       
Christ be my Leader by night as by day; Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care,— Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 
   Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
   Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,— Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 
     Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. Nor 
     darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign!  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                     Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen! 

 

BENEDICTION ~ GOD’S GOOD-CREATING WORD OF BLESSING                                                                                              Numbers 6:24-26  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
 give you peace. 

C: Amen! 
 
 

HYMN   # 525:4-5   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave  
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,  
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 
    Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above,  
    Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 
    Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall;  
    Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all!  

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
  TO GOD ALONE ALL GLORY!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ!  Philippians 3:20 

God, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will restore, confirm, strengthen and establish you. To Him be the dominion forever! 1 Peter 5:10-11 
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You Are Not Alone! 
When Jesus came down to earth from heaven at His birth, we 
called Him Immanuel, God-With-Us. Now, though He visibly and 
physically ascends into the heavenly places, He is still Immanuel, 
still God-With-Us. After all, Jesus has promised His children, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 


