
 

 

 

 

 

 

 IN THE NAME OF JESUS  

PRELUDE 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL  
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER                                                                                                                    2 Corinthians 13:14 

Pastor (P): The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you! 
P: On this most holy day our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the power of death and by His resurrection brought life and 

salvation to all creation. Let us remember His mighty acts and His promises and thank and praise the Lord, for He truly 
keeps His Word!  

C: The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.  
P: We pray: O Christ, You are Alpha and Omega, beginning and end. Yours are all times and all ages. To You be glory and 

dominion through all the ages of eternity. 
C: Amen! 
 

HYMN  # 422   “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” 
On my heart imprint Your image, blessed Jesus, King of grace,  
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures never may Your work erase; 
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory and salvation! 

 

       

The Mighty Acts of God ~ THE CREATION 
~noon~ 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                    from Psalm 77 

P: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 
C: I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 
ALL:  You are the God who works wonders; You redeemed Your people! 
 

INTROIT   from Psalm 104 

P: Praise the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, You are very great; You are clothed with splendor and majesty. 
C: He wraps Himself in light as with a garment; He stretches out the heavens like a tent, He makes the clouds His chariot 

and rides on the wings of the wind. 
P: The moon marks off the seasons, and the sun knows when to go down. 
C: How many are Your works, O LORD! In wisdom You made them all.  
P: When You send Your Spirit, they are created, and You renew the face of the earth. 
C: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the LORD rejoice in His works. 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen! 
 

THE FIRST MIGHTY ACT OF GOD   from Genesis 1 & 2 

     In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be”...and there was! 
Then God said, “Let us make man in Our image, after Our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
     And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over it.” And it was so. And God saw everything that He had made, and behold, it was very good. Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished His work that He had done, and He rested 
on the seventh day from all His work that He had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God 
rested from all His work that He had done in creation. 
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7691 S. University Blvd. Centennial CO  80122 | 303-798-0711   

ShepherdHillsChurch.org 

REMEMBERING  THE  MIGHTY  ACTS  OF  GOD 
Hearing and remembering the mighty acts of God is part of an Easter Vigil service. The Vigil 
was the original Baptismal festival of the Christian Church, drawing together the mystery of 
the resurrection with the mystery of new life in Baptism, and doing so against a background of 
the whole history of God’s salvation. While we wait in vigil for the death and resurrection of 
our Lord, we tell the stories of God’s people, recalling how He loved and saved His people 
throughout history. And we remind each other: What God promises, He will do!  
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RESPONSE TO HIStory   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HYMN   # 537:1-3   “Beautiful Savior, King of Creation” 
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
  Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high; 
  Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky. 

 

HOMILY   Rev. Greg Zillinger, Shepherd of the Hills, Centennial  
 

PRAYER 
P: We pray: Almighty God, through Your Word and Spirit You most wonderfully created all things, and through the Word 

made flesh You brought new life to fallen humanity. Grant that in Your mercy we may be conformed to the image of Him 
who shares fully in our humanity, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen! 
 

       

The Mighty Acts of God ~ THE FLOOD 
~12:25~ 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                   from Psalm 77 

P: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 
C: I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 
ALL:  You are the God who works wonders; You redeemed Your people! 
 

HYMN   # 543:2 & 3  “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 
 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
 To God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, 
 While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing!  

  

INTROIT   from Psalm 104 

P: Praise the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, You are very great. 
C: He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved. 
P: You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains.  
C: But at Your rebuke the waters fled to the place You assigned for them. 
P: You set a boundary they cannot cross; never again will they cover the earth. 
C: May my meditation be pleasing to Him, as I rejoice in the LORD. 
P: But may sinners vanish from the earth and the wicked be no more. 
ALL:   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen! 
 

A MIGHTY ACT OF GOD   Genesis 6:5-18, 22 

     The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that He made man on the earth, and it grieved Him to His heart. So the LORD 
said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the 
heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 
     These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. And 
Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 
     And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. 
Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside 
and out with pitch. This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 
cubits. Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, 
and third decks. For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under 
heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish My covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark: 
you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.” Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.  

RESPONSE TO HIStory   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HOMILY   Rev. Roger Wohletz, Christ, Denver 
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HYMN   # 596:1-4   “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized”  
All Christians who have been baptized, who know the God of heaven,  
And in whose daily life is prized the name of Christ once given: 
Consider now what God has done, the gifts He gives to ev’ryone baptized into Christ Jesus! 
 You were before your day of birth, indeed, from your conception, 
 Condemned and lost with all the earth, none good, without exception. 
 For like your parents’ flesh and blood, turned inward from the highest good, you constantly denied Him. 
  But all of that was washed away—immersed and drowned forever. 
  The water of your Baptism day restored again whatever 
  Old Adam and his sin destroyed and all our sinful selves employed according to our nature. 
 In Baptism we now put on Christ—our shame is fully covered 
 With all that He once sacrificed and freely for us suffered. 
 For here the flood of His own blood now makes us holy, right, and good before our heav’nly Father. 
 

PRAYER 
P: We pray: O Lord, You kill and You raise to life; You brought the flood upon a wicked and perverse generation, and yet You 

saved faithful Noah and his family in the ark. Keep us in safety in the ark of Christ’s body, the Church, that Your mercy may 
come to its fullness and Your salvation be preached to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen! 
 

       

The Mighty Acts of God ~ ABRAHAM’S SACRIFICE OF ISAAC 
~12:50~ 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                   from Psalm 77 

P: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 
C: I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 
ALL:  You are the God who works wonders; You redeemed Your people! 
 

HYMN   # 431  “Not All the Blood of Beasts” 

Not all the blood of beasts on Jewish altars slain Could give the guilty conscience peace or wash away the stain. 
          But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, takes all our sins away; A sacrifice of nobler name and richer blood than they. 
           My faith would lay its hand on that dear head of Thine, While as a penitent I stand, and there confess my sin. 
          My soul looks back to see the burden Thou didst bear When hanging on the curs-ed tree; I know my guilt was there. 
Believing, we rejoice to see the curse remove; We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice and sing His bleeding love.  

 

INTROIT   from Psalm 105 

P: Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name; 
C: make known among the nations what He has done. 
P: Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
C: Look to the LORD and His strength; seek His face always. 
P: Remember the wonders He has done, His miracles, and the judgments He pronounced. 
C: He remembers His covenant forever, the covenant He made with Abraham. 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen! 
 

A MIGHTY ACT OF GOD   from Genesis 22 

     God tested  Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” God said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall  
tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and his son 
Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.  
     On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 
     And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering, 
my son.” So they went both of them together. 
     When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and 
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 
I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
     And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that 
place, “The LORD will provide;” as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
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RESPONSE TO HIStory   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HYMN   # 547:1-4  “The Lamb” 

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of price!  

 

 Refrain:  Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own!  
  The Lamb is reigning on His throne!  

 

The Lamb, the Lamb, one perfect final offering. The Lamb, the Lamb, let earth join heav’n His praise to sing.   Refrain: 
 The Lamb, the Lamb, as wayward sheep their shepherd kill So still, His will on our behalf the Law to fill.   Refrain: 
He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness. He lives, forgives, He gives me His own righteousness.   Refrain: 

 

HOMILY   Rev. John Larson, Ascension, Littleton      

PRAYER 
P: We pray: O God, since You promised faithful Abraham that he would be the father of a great multitude, You provided a 

substitute for his son Isaac. In the fullness of time, You sent Your Son, the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world, to lay 
down His life that we might live as faithful children of Abraham. Grant to all people a living trust in Your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen! 
 

 

       

The Mighty Acts of God ~ ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE SEA 
~1:15~ 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                   from Psalm 77 

P: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 
C: I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 
ALL:  You are the God who works wonders; You redeemed Your people! 
 

INTROIT   from Psalm 27 

P: The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 
C: The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? 
P: When evil men advance against me, when enemies and foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. 
C: Teach me Your way, O LORD; lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. 
P: Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen! 
 

A MIGHTY ACT OF GOD   from Exodus 14 & 15 

     When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and 
they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and 
see the salvation of the LORD, which He will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see 
again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 
     “The LORD said to Moses, “Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea 
and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host. And the Egyptians shall know that I AM the 
LORD.” 
     Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved 
from before them and stood behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud 
and the darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. 
     Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made 
the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground. The 
Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea. And in the morning watch, the LORD in the pillar of fire 
and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw them into a panic, clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove 
heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” 
     Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon 
their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses did so, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning 
appeared. And the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and covered them; not one of 
them remained. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they 
believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses. Then Moses and the people of Israel sang a song to the LORD. 

RESPONSE TO HIStory   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HOMILY   Rev. Duane Feldmann, Shepherd of the Hills, Centennial  
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HYMN   # 798:1-3, 5 & 8  “The God of Abraham Praise” 

The God of Abr’ham praise, who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days and God of love. 
Jehovah, great I AM! By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name forever blest. 
  The God of Abr’ham praise, at whose supreme command 
  From earth I rise and seek the joys at His right hand. 
  I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and pow’r, 
  And Him my only portion make, my shield and tow’r. 
    The God of Abr’ham praise, whose all-sufficient grace 
    Shall guide me all my pilgrim days in all my ways. 
    He deigns to call me friend; He calls Himself my God. 
    And He shall save me to the end through Jesus’ blood. 
      Though nature’s strength decay, and earth and hell withstand, 
      To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way at His command. 
      The wat’ry deep I pass, with Jesus in my view, 
      And through the howling wilderness my way pursue. 
        The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing, 
        And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King! 
        Who was and is the same and evermore shall be: 
        Jehovah, Father, great I AM! We worship Thee!” 

PRAYER 
P: We pray: O God, You once delivered Your people Israel from bondage under Pharaoh and led them by a pillar of cloud and 

fire through the sea to safety. Grant that we may so follow Christ that through the waters of Baptism we may daily die and 
rise with Him and walk in safety through the wilderness of this life until we see Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C: Amen.  
 

       

The Mighty Acts of God ~ THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES 
~1:40~ 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                   from Psalm 77 

P: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 
C: I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 
ALL:  You are the God who works wonders; You redeemed Your people! 
 

HYMN   # 591   “This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now”  tune:  St. Peter ~ “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds” 

This is the Spirit’s entry now: the water and the Word, 
The cross of Jesus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard. 
  This miracle of life reborn comes from the Lord of breath; 
  The perfect Man from life was torn; our life comes through Christ’s death. 
    Let water be the sacred sign that we must die each day 
    To rise again by His design as foll’wers of His way. 
      Renewing Spirit, hear our praise for Your baptismal pow’r 
      That washes us through all our days; Lord, cleanse again this hour. 

INTROIT   from Psalm 104 

P: How many are Your works, O LORD!  
C: In wisdom You made them all. 
P: These all look to you;  
C: when You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good things. 
P: When You hide Your face, they are terrified; when You take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. 
C: When You send Your Spirit, they are created, and You renew the face of the earth. 
P: Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You? 
C: Show us Your unfailing love, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation. 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen!                       

A MIGHTY ACT OF GOD   Ezekiel 37:1-14 

     The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the 
valley; it was full of bones. And He led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley,  
and behold, they were very dry.  
     And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, You know.” Then He said to me, 
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“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these 
bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I AM the LORD.” 
     So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a rattling, and the bones came together. And there 
were sinews on them, and flesh and skin. But there was no breath in them. Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, Thus 
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as He 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.  
     Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, O My people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I AM 
the LORD. And I will put My Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that 
I AM the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

RESPONSE TO HIStory   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HOMILY   Rev. Maurice Goldhammer, Shepherd of the Hills, Centennial  
 

ANTHEM   Behold the Lamb of God   Shepherd’s Chorale    Behold, the Lamb of God who dies for me, that I might live!  

 

PRAYER 
P: We pray: O God, Your Son came as the Son of Man to breathe His Word and Spirit upon the dry, dead bones of Adam ’s 

children. Grant that we may hear Your holy Word, receive Your Spirit, and rise each day from the death of sin to live in 
newness of life before You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen! 
 

       

The Mighty Acts of God ~ JONAH PREACHES TO NINEVEH 
~2:05~ 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                   from Psalm 77 

P: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 
C: I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 
ALL:  You are the God who works wonders; You redeemed Your people! 
 

HYMN   # 613  “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All” 
To Thee, omniscient Lord of all, in grief and shame I humbly call; 
I see my sins against Thee, Lord, the sins of thought and deed and word. 
They press me sore; I cry to Thee: O God, be merciful to me! 
  O Lord, my God, to Thee I pray: O cast me not in wrath away! 
  Let Thy good Spirit ne’er depart, but let Him draw to Thee my heart 
  That truly penitent I be: O God, be merciful to me! 
    O Jesus, let Thy precious blood be to my soul a cleansing flood. 
    Turn not, O Lord, Thy guest away, but grant that justified I may   
    Go to my house at peace with Thee: O God, be merciful to me! 

 

INTROIT   from Psalm 85 

P: You showed favor to Your land, O LORD; You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
C: You forgave the iniquity of Your people and covered all their sins. 
P: You set aside all Your wrath and turned from Your fierce anger. 
C: Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away Your displeasure toward us. 
P: I will listen to what God the LORD will say; 
C: He promises peace to His people, His saints—but let them not return to folly. 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen! 
 

A MIGHTY ACT OF GOD   Jonah 3:1-10 

     The word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it 
the message that I tell you.” So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, 
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on 
sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 
     The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and 
sat in ashes. And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let 
neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 
Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from His fierce anger, so that we may not perish.” 
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     When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that He had said He would 
do to them, and He did not do it. 

RESPONSE TO HIStory   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HOMILY   Rev. Roger Krause, Trinity, Franktown 
      

ANTHEM   Behold the Lamb of God   Shepherd’s Chorale    Behold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world!  

 

PRAYER 
P: We pray: O God, as the prophet Jonah spent three days in the belly of the great fish, so Your Son Jesus spent three days in 

the heart of the earth. Grant us repentance to embrace our death in Him through Holy Baptism and to proclaim His victory 
over sin and death to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen! 
 

       

The Mighty Acts of God ~ THE FIERY FURNACE 
~2:30~ 

OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                                                                   from Psalm 77 

P: I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 
C: I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 
ALL:  You are the God who works wonders; You redeemed Your people! 
 

INTROIT   from Psalm 91 

P: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
C: I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
P: He will cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you will find refuge; His faithfulness will be your shield and 

rampart. 
C: He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that 

you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
P: “Because he loves Me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges My name. 
C: He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him. I will show 

him My salvation.” 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen! 
 

HYMN    # 728:1, 2 & 4   “How Firm a Foundation” 

How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He has said who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
      “Fear not! I AM with you, O be not dismayed, for I AM your God and will still give you aid; 
      I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 
            When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 
            The flames will not hurt you; I only design your dross to consume and your gold to refine.” 

  

A MIGHTY ACT OF GOD   from Daniel 3 

     King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the 
plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then the king sent to gather all the officials of the provinces  for the dedication of the 
image. And they stood before the image that the king had set up. And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O 
peoples, nations, and languages, that when you hear the sound of every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the 
golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast 
into a burning fiery furnace.” 
     At that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously accused the Jews, saying, “O king, live forever! You have made 
a decree that every man who hears the sound of every kind of music shall fall down and worship the golden image. And 
whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. There are certain Jews whom you have 
appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention 
to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 
     Then the king in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought before him. And the king said 
to them, “Is it true that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? If you do not worship, you 
shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” The men 
said, “O king, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you that we will not serve your 
gods or worship the golden image.” 
     Then the king ordered the furnace heated seven times more than usual. And he ordered some of the mighty men of his 
army to bind the men and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. And they fell bound into the furnace. 
     Then the king was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into 
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the fire? But I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son 
of the gods.” Then the king came near to the door of the furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most 
High God, come out, and come here!” Then the men came out from the fire, and those gathered together saw that the fire had not had 
any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had 
come upon them. 
     Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of these men, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants, who trusted in Him, and 
set aside the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God!” 

RESPONSE TO HIStory   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

HOMILY   Rev. Brad Stoltenow, Shepherd of the Hills, Centennial 

 

PRAYER 
P: We pray: O God, Your Son protected faithful Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace of the king. Grant us protection 

in our time of testing that we would boldly confess Your name, reject all false worship, and live and die in confidence, knowing that 
we are safe in Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen! 
 

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM                                                                                                                                     Romans 6:3-4 

P: On this most holy day, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls His death and burial, rejoicing also with great joy in the Good 
News of His glorious and mighty resurrection from the dead. We also recall our death and resurrection in the waters of Baptism. St. 
Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 

C: We were buried, therefore, with Him by Baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”  

P: In Holy Baptism, God has made us members of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and heirs with us of all the treasures of heaven in the 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church. Let us together in Christ hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the praises of Him 
who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C: Amen! Thanks be to God! 
 

PRAYER 
P: Gracious Jesus, our Lord and our God, at this hour You bore our sins in Your own body on the cross so that we, being dead to sin, 

might live unto righteousness. Have mercy upon us now and at the hour of our death; and grant to us, Your servants, with all others 
who devoutly remember Your blessed Passion, a holy and peaceful life in this world and through Your grace eternal glory in the life to 
come where, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, You live and reign, one God forever and ever! 

C: Amen! 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever! Amen.  

 

CLOSING SENTENCES                                                                                                                       from Hebrews 10, 12:2; Luke 2:29-30 

P: Dear Friends, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together, but encouraging one another. 

C: We are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith! We look to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

ALL:  Lord, as You have promised, You now dismiss Your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen Your salvation! 
 

ANTHEM   My Shepherd Became a Lamb   Shepherd’s Chorale    Worthy is He, The Lamb slain for me! Worthy is He!    
 

 THANKS BE TO GOD FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Nails, spear shall 

pierce Him through,  

the cross be borne  

for me,  

for you! 

Hail, hail~ 

the Word-

Made-Flesh, 

the Babe, 

the Son 

Of Mary! 
 

~W.C. Dix 
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