
 
 

                                     THE ORDER OF TENEBRAE 
   The Service of Tenebrae is an ancient Holy Week devotion. Tenebrae means 
shadows or darkness, and the service has taken its name from the ceremony of 
extinguishing the candles/lights in the worship space, gradually casting the church 
into complete darkness. This marks the end of the Good Friday celebration.   
   To impress on the minds and hearts of Christians the awful consequences of 
their sin and the magnitude of the Savior’s sacrifice, the ancient church held a 
Tenebrae service most nights in Holy Week and/or early in the morning at the 
Offices of Matins and Lauds on all three days of The Triduum (Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Easter Vigil). The service, conducted in solemn dignity, went from 
light to darkness, representing the darkness on the earth while Jesus hung on the 
cross and reminding us of the darkness of sin and eternal death.      
   When the Christ Candle is removed, we are reminded of Christ’s death and His 
three days in the tomb. Its return to the chancel points us to Jesus’ glorious 
resurrection on Easter and to Christ as the Light of the World. As the service 
begins, the Bible is open to Isaiah 53, the most magnificent Old Testament 
prophecy of our Lord’s Work of Redemption. The loud closing of the Bible 
symbolizes the completion of the Old Testament era of anticipation of Jesus’ 
great Work of Salvation: His death in full payment for our sins. The Bible is then 
reopened to John 3:16, symbolizing the New Testament era when not only is our 
redemption complete, but in the new life of His resurrection we are also to tell 
the world of God’s Gift of Forgiveness and Eternal Life in Jesus.  

May the Lord be with you this solemn night. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IN THE NAME OF JESUS  

PRESERVICE MUSIC   Gail Black 
 

OFFERING  Please see Shepherd’s website for giving options: ShepherdHillsChurch.org                                                                                                  
 

THE BELL  The bell is tolled, as church bells traditionally were tolled at a death, in remembrance of the life of Jesus.   
 

ANTHEM   O Come and Mourn   Shepherd’s Chorale    ...and victory remains with love; for Christ, our Lord, is crucified.  

 

INVOCATION   Pastor Greg Zillinger                                                                                                                                 Matthew 28:19b 

Pastor (P):  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.       Congregation (C):  Amen! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION ~ FORGIVENESS OF SINS                                             from Psalm 22; John 20:19-23 

P: My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? Why are You so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
C: O my God, I cry out by day, but You do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.  
P: Yet You are enthroned as the Holy One; You are the praise of Israel. 
C: In You our fathers put their trust, and You delivered them. They cried to You and were saved.  
P: We cry out to the Lord God Almighty for forgiveness: 
C:  Lord, we confess we have forgotten to fear, love, and trust in You above all things. We have forgotten to reflect our 

faith in You in our thoughts, words, and deeds. We have forgotten that without Your aid we are helpless to change. 
Forgive us and renew in us clean hearts, so that we find delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

P: God our heavenly Father has not forgotten you. He has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and He has 
not hidden His face from Him, but has heard, when he cried to Him. He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to take the punishment 
due each of us. His Holy Spirit has worked faith in our hearts so that we trust in Jesus as our Savior from sin, death, and 
eternal punishment. Our sins are forgiven for the sake of His innocent suffering and death and glorious resurrection. 
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen! Praise to You, Lamb of God and our Salvation! 
 

ANTHEM   My Shepherd Became A Lamb   Shepherd’s Chorale 

 My Shepherd became a Lamb, bleeding from thorns meant for me, sacrificed on an altar called Calvary...  
 

EPISTLE READING     Hebrews 5:7-9, 10:1-10 
     In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to save 
Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence. Although He was a son, He learned obedience through what He 
suffered. And being made perfect, He became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.  
     For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by 
the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise, would they not 
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have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? But in these 
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Consequently, when 
Christ came into the world, He said, “Sacrifices and offerings You have not desired, but a body have You prepared for Me; in burnt 
offerings and sin offerings You have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God, as it is written of Me in the 
scroll of the book.’” When He said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and 
sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then He added, “Behold, I have come to do Your will.” He does away with the first in 
order to establish the second. And by that will we have been sanctified through the offerings of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

RESPONSE  P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God! 

 

HYMN   # 451:3 & 4    “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 
Ye who think of sin but lightly nor suppose the evil great Here may view its nature rightly, here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed, see who bears the awful load; ‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, Son of Man and Son of God.  

 

 Here we have a firm foundation, here the refuge of the lost: Christ, the Rock of our salvation, is the name of which we boast; 
 Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, sacrifice to cancel guilt! None shall ever be confounded who on Him their hope have built.  

 

MESSAGE     “Our Shepherd, The Lamb: THE LAMB IS SACRIFICED”    Hebrews 5:7-9, 10:1-10    Pastor Brad Stoltenow 
 

ANTHEM   Watch The Lamb   the Zillingers 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

As each segment is read, a set of candles/lights is extinguished.  
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   John 19:16-22 
     So Pilate delivered Jesus over to the chief priests and the Jews to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and He went out, bearing His own 
cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified Him, and with Him two others, one 
on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.” Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in 
Latin, and in Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King 
of the Jews.’” Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

RESPONSE   P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.       C:  Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

HYMN   # 436:1-3   “Go to Dark Gethsemane”       
Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; Your Redeemer’s conflict see, Watch with Him one bitter hour; 
Turn not from His griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.  

 

 Follow to the judgment hall, View the Lord of life arraigned; Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 
 Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross.  

 

              Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at His feet, Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete. 
              “It is finished!” hear Him cry; Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 

Lights, candles extinguished 

       

THE HOLY GOSPEL   John 19:23-27 
     When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took His garments and divided them into four parts, one part for each soldier; also His tunic. 
But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to 
see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast 
lots.” So the soldiers did these things, but standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, 
behold, your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

RESPONSE   P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.       C:  Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

ANTHEM   Behold The Lamb of God   Shepherd’s Chorale     Behold! The Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world...  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lights, candles extinguished 

       

God’s Lamb has bled  

upon thy sin forever, 

pouring out His sinless self  

in this vast endeavor. 



THE HOLY GOSPEL   John 19: 28-37 
     After this, Jesus, knowing that all was not finished, said (to fulfill Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to His mouth. When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished,” 
and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross 
on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews aside Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken away.  
     So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus 
and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once there 
came out blood and water. He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also 
may believe. For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” And again another 
Scripture says, “They will look on him whom they have pierced.” 

 RESPONSE   P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.       C:  Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

HYMN   # 452:1, 5 & 6    “O Perfect Life of Love” 
O perfect life of love! All, all, is finished now, All that He left His throne above to do for us below.  

 

 Choir:  In perfect love He dies; for me He dies, for me. O all-atoning Sacrifice, I cling by faith to Thee. 

 

  In ev’ry time of need, before the judgment throne, Thy work, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead, Thy merits, not mine own.  

 

Lights, candles extinguished 

       

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 19:38-42  
     After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came and took away Jesus’ body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to 
Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound 
it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the place where Jesus was crucified there was a garden and in 
the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, 
they laid Jesus there. 

RESPONSE   P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.       C:  Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

HYMN   # 456:1 & 3    “Were You There”    

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Oh… 
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  

 

  Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? Oh… 
  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  

   

Lights, candles extinguished 

       

THE PROPHECY   Isaiah 52:13-53:6 

     Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. As many were astonished at you—his 
appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—so shall he sprinkle many 
nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which has not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard 
they understand. Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew up 
before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that 
we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men 
hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.   

     Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 

RESPONSE   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God for His most precious Gift! 
 

HYMN    “What Man Is This”    tune: What Child Is This 

What man is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap seems sleeping?  
The angels weep with sorrow deep, as they are vigil keeping. 
This, this is Christ our Lord, who came to save this sinful world;  
Cry! Cry! He’s crucified, the Son of Man, our Shepherd!  

 

  Why hung He in such mean estate, while soldiers, people mocked Him?  
  Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word was broken.  
  Nails, spear, have pierced Him through, the cross is borne for me, for you.  
  Wail! Wail! — the Word made flesh, the Lamb of God, our Savior! 

 

Lights, candles extinguished 

       

3  



THE PROPHECY   Isaiah 53:7-12 

     He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the 
wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.  Yet it was the will of the 
LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore, I will divide him a portion 
with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the 
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

RESPONSE   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God for His most precious Gift! 
 

HYMN   # 878:6    “Abide With Me”  

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 

Lights, candles extinguished 

       

THE PROPHECY   Genesis 3:14 & 15 
     The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on 
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

RESPONSE   P:  This is the Word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God for His most precious Gift! 
 

CANTICLE AT TENEBRAE ~ FROM THE SONG OF HABAKKUK                                                                          Habakkuk 3:17-19a 

P: Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be 
cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 

ALL:  yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. GOD, the Lord, is my strength! 
P: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer; God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith.  
C: O Lord, have mercy. 
P: We pray: Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered 

into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen! 
 

Lights, candles extinguished 

       

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                                                       Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4                    
ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen! 

 

REMOVAL OF CHRIST CANDLE   The Light of Christ is removed as a sign that Christ has been forsaken by the Father.  

 

STREPITUS             The Strepitus is heard (the book is closed), representing the closing of the tomb and the completion of  

                          the Old Testament era of anticipation of Jesus’ great Work of Salvation—His death in full payment for our sins.  
 

RETURN OF THE CHRIST CANDLE   The Light of Christ returns, as a sign of hope and the promise of Christ’s Resurrection. 
 

DISMISSAL  
P:   You may depart in peace! He has promised to return on the third day. 
                                                                    
 

Please observe silence while exiting the sanctuary and the building.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 THANKS BE TO GOD FOR HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT!  
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Welcome, Guests! 

 


