
Advent means coming. Advent calls us to prepare for the Savior’s coming. It is a time 

to remember, repent, rejoice. It is a time to call out to others to prepare with us. 

Christ has come that first CHRISTmas. Christ comes to us today in Word and 

Sacraments for forgiveness, salvation, and new life. Christ will come again on the Last Day, to take us  

to be with Him forever. COME, LORD JESUS! 
 

 

 

 IN THE NAME OF JESUS  

 

RINGING OF THE BELL AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
Candles remind us Jesus Christ came to conquer sin’s darkness and to lead us into the light of His 
glorious Kingdom. The greenery represents new life we have in Christ because of His coming to bring 
us the gift of salvation. The circle symbolizes eternity—our certain hope of heaven for all who believe 
in Christ as their Savior. Come, Lord Jesus!  

 

PRELUDE 
 

HYMN  # 346:1 & 3  “When All the World Was Cursed” 
When all the world was cursed by Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came with words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal the greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, as Savior he proclaimed: 
 

 “Behold the Lamb of God that bears the world’s transgression, 
 Whose sacrifice removes the devil’s dread oppression. 
 Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away our sin, 
 Who for our peace and joy will full atonement win.” 
 

INVOCATION                                                                  Divine Service, Setting 1 ~ LSB p. 151; Matthew 28:19b 

Pastor (P):  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
Congregation (C):  Amen! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION ~ FORGIVENESS OF SINS            1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.  
(silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen!  
 

HYMN RESPONSE   # 346:4  “When All the World Was Cursed” 
O grant, dear Lord of love, that we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with Him in His eternal day. 

 

KYRIE ~ LORD [HAVE MERCY]                                                                                   Mark 10:47 

L: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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shepherd of the hills LUTHERAN CHURCH  

7691 S. University Blvd. Centennial CO  80122 | 303-798-0711   

ShepherdHillsChurch.org 

Serving Today… 
 
 

Message: 
Pastor Brad Stoltenow 

 

Liturgist: 
8:00 Pastor Zillinger 

 

Reader: 
10:45 David Renner 

 

Organist: 
Gail Black 

 
 

Guests:  
Tell Us  

Your Story! 
 

Today, we hear 
God’s story. We 
also want to hear 
your story! Please 
scan this QR code 

and  introduce 
yourself! 

 

 

Let’s get to know  
one another better! 

www. 
ShepherdHillsChurch 

.org 

JESUS... 

our 
True 

LIGHT 



 
 
 

   Prepare the way of 

the Lord...let no one be 

indifferent to His 

advent. All anxious 

minds and discouraged 

hearts shall take 

confident courage, for 

the King is coming to 

pay the penalty for, and 

forgive, all their sins.  

All self-righteous, proud 

spirits shall be broken 

and brought to the 

understanding that 

without Jesus they 

cannot escape the wrath 

to come…. Come to 

Jesus, who is the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life. 
 

        ~Paul E. Kretzmann  
 
 

 
 

 

 
O come, Thou Branch  

of Jesse’s tree,  

free them  

from Satan’s tyranny 

that trust Thy  

mighty power to save, 

and give them victory 

over the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel  

shall come to thee,  

O Israel! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel  

shall come to thee,  

O Shepherd of the Hills! 
    

~from the great “O” 

Antiphons, c. 12th cent.;  

LSB # 357:4 
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L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
ALL:  Amen!  

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: The Lord be with you!       
C: And also with you!  
L: We pray: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   # 341:1-3  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 
To God the Father raise your joyful songs of praise. 
 

 A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility,  
 His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress. 
 The end of all our woe He brings; therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
 To Christ the Savior raise your grateful hymns of praise. 
 

  How blest the land, the city blest, where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
  O peaceful hearts and happy homes to whom this King in triumph comes! 
  The cloudless sun of joy is He who comes to set His people free. 
  To God the Spirit raise your happy shouts of praise. 

 

OFFERING AND PRAYER  Please see Shepherd’s website for giving options: ShepherdHillsChurch.org    
 

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Sam Scheck  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 11:1-10 
     There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And 
the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He 
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of 
his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
     The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and 
the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all My holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover 
the sea. 
     In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, 
and his resting place shall be glorious.  
     In that day the Lord will extend His hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of His 
people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from 
the coastlands of the sea. 

RESPONSE   
L: This is the Word of the Lord.       
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

HYMN      # 342     “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied” 

 What hope! An Eden prophesied where tame live with the wild; 
The lamb and lion side by side, led by a little child! 
 

 A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem, a branch from David’s line, 
 A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem: the fruit of God’s design. 
 

As banner of God’s love unfurled, Christ came to suffer loss, 
That by His death a dying world would rally to the cross. 
 

 Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord, lost Paradise restore; 
 Lead past the angel’s flaming sword—come, open heaven’s door. 

 

Give the king Your justice, O God, and Your righteousness to the royal son! May He judge Your people with righteousness, and Your poor with justice!...In 



 
 
 
O come,  

Thou Key of David, 

come, and open wide 

our heavenly home; 

make safe the way  

that leads on high, and 

close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel  

shall come to thee,  

O Israel! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel  

shall come to thee,  

O Shepherd of the Hills! 
    

~from the great “O” 

Antiphons, c. 12th cent.;  

LSB # 357:5 

 
 

   

 
Holy Gospel: Under the 
Holy Spirit’s inspiration, 
Matthew’s main purpose 
in writing is to prove to 
his Jewish readers that 
Jesus is their Messiah. 
He does this primarily 
by showing how Jesus, 
in His life and ministry, 
fulfilled all Old 
Testament Scriptures. 
All the Gospels quote 
the OT; Matthew quotes 
it the most.  
              ~ NIV text notes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The delta symbol, D (the 
triangle), indicates a 
stanza which praises 
the Triune God: Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit. 

EPISTLE READING     Romans 15:4-13 
     For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  
     For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to 
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy. 
As it is written, “Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name.” And again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.” And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 
extol Him.” And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even He who arises to rule the Gentiles; in 
Him will the Gentiles hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

RESPONSE   
L: This is the Word of the Lord.        
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE     # 336:1 & 4  “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” 
Lo! He comes with clouds descending, once for ev’ry sinner slain; 
Thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of His train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, high on Thine eternal throne; 
 Savior, take the pow’r and glory, claim the kingdom as Thine own. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 

 

ACCLAMATION   
L: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter.       
C: Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 3:1-12 
     In those days, John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight.’” Now John wore a garment 
of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem 
and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
     But when John saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
     “I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals 
I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, 
and He will clear His threshing floor and gather His wheat into the barn, but the chaff He will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

RESPONSE   
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY      # 344     “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
 And let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
 

 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand and make the fallen strong to stand; 
 Show us the glory of Thy face till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 

                D All praise, eternal Son, to Thee whose advent sets Thy people free, 

   Whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore! 
 

...His days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more! Blessed be His glorious name forever….Amen and Amen!  ~from Psalm 72 
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I saw a stable,  

   low and very bare,  

A little child  

   in a manger.  

The oxen knew Him,   

   had Him in their care, 

To men  

   He was a stranger. 

The safety of the world  

   was lying there,  

And the world’s danger. 

 

~Mary Coleridge 

 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benediction: We leave 
this house of worship to 
be Shining Lights For 
Jesus in our life 
together with each 
other, our neighbors, 
and the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, lay some soul  

upon my heart 

and love that soul 

through me; 

and may I gladly  

do my part 

to win that soul  

for Thee. Amen! 

 

Lutheran Service Book ©2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. Reprinted with 
permission. Scripture, The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, ©2001Crossway 
Bibles, div of Good News Pub. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 CPH.  

MESSAGE  “The Shoot from the Stump Will Change Everything! And Radically So!” Isaiah 11:1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH ~ THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
ALL:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. 
Amen! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                                                                 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                       Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 

ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen! 

 

BENEDICTION ~ GOD’S GOOD-CREATING WORD OF BLESSING                            Numbers 6:24-26                   

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

C: Amen! 
 

HYMN   # 341:4-5  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in and new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise for word and deed and grace! 
 

 Redeemer, come and open wide my heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
 O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
 Thy Holy Spirit guide us on until our glorious goal is won. 
 Eternal praise and fame we offer to Thy name!     

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

POSTLUDE  

 TO GOD ALONE ALL GLORY!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

My steadfast love shall not depart from you, and My covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the LORD, who has compassion on you.  Isaiah 54:10b 
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Candle Light CHRISTmas 

 

CHRISTmas Eve 3 & 7pm ~ sanctuary  |  5pm ~ gym  
CHRISTmas Vigil 11pm  |  CHRISTmas Day 10am   

New Year’s Eve 6pm 
New Year’s Day: 8 & 10:45am Traditional  |  10:45am Contemporary  

Children’s CHRISTmas Programs 

 

Early Learning Center: “Shining Lights of CHRISTmas”  |  Dec. 15, 5pm ~ gym 
Sunday School: “So What’s the Real Story?”  |  Dec. 18, 10:45am service ~ gym 

Candle Light Advent 

 

Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21   |   6:30pm ~ sanctuary 
Special Music  |  Holden Evening Prayer  

Children’s Chat  |  Refreshments 


