
 

 IN THE NAME OF JESUS  

 

RINGING OF THE BELL AND LIGHTING OF THE WREATH CANDLES 
 

PRELUDE 
 

HYMN     # 387:1 & 3   “Joy to the World” 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

 No more let sins and sorrows grow nor thorns infest the ground; 
 He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
 Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES                                                                                  Matthew 28:19b; Habakkuk 2:20 

Pastor (P):  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
Congregation (C):  Amen! 
P: In quiet joy, we gather together on this very special evening. 
C: The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. 
P: We gather from our busy lives, our hurried routines, and the loud noises of life, 
C: in quiet joy. 
P: We bring our wearied bodies, our troubled hearts, and our restless souls in hope, 
C: in quiet joy. 
P: God is here; the Lord is in His holy temple; 
C: let all the earth keep silence before Him. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION ~ FORGIVENESS OF SINS                                              1 John 1:8-9; John 20:19-23 

P: In the silence of this moment, let us prepare ourselves, and confess our sin to God. 
(silence for reflection on our sin and our need for Jesus, our Savior) 

P:  Holy and gracious God, 
C: I confess that I have sinned against You. Some of my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 

ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ, I ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I 
may rest in peace. 

P: By the mercy of our almighty and gracious God, we are redeemed by the death of His Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and 
in Him we are forgiven. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen! 
P:  We rest now in His peace and worship in quiet joy. 
ALL:  Amen! Unto us is born our Savior, Christ our Lord! 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
L: The Lord be with you!       
C: And also with you!  
L: We pray: O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as we have 

known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen! 
 

HYMN     # 387:2 & 4   “Joy to the World” 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
  

 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
 The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 
 And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love.  

  

OFFERING For giving options, please see: ShepherdHillsChurch.org    
 

VOLUNTARY   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   Shepherd’s Chorale 

Alleluia! The hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight. Alleluia! Our Lord, Emmanuel! Alleluia! 
 

PRAYER   
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HYMN   # 364   “Away in a Manger” 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
   

 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, and take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 7:1-14 
     In the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, son of Uzziah, king of Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah the king of 
Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not yet mount an attack against it. When the house of David was told, 
“Syria is in league with Ephraim,” the heart of Ahaz and the heart of his people shook as the trees of the forest shake before the wind.  
     And the LORD said to Isaiah, “Go out to meet Ahaz, you and Shear-jashub your son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool on the 
highway to the Washer’s Field. And say to him, ‘Be careful, be quiet, do not fear, and do not let your heart be faint because of these two 
smoldering stumps of firebrands, at the fierce anger of Rezin and Syria and the son of Remaliah. Because Syria, with Ephraim and the son 
of Remaliah, has devised evil against you, saying, “Let us go up against Judah and terrify it, and let us conquer it for ourselves, and set up 
the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it,” thus says the Lord GOD:  
     “It shall not stand, and it shall not come to pass. For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin. And within sixty
-five years Ephraim will be shattered from being a people. And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of 
Remaliah. If you are not firm in faith, you will not be firm at all.” 
     Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not 
ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 
weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.”   

RESPONSE   
L: This is the Word of the Lord.       
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE   “Watchman, Awake!” 

Awake! … See the signs, the star...the Prince of peace, the Son of God is come!      
 

EPISTLE READING     1 John 4:7-16 
     Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of 
His Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is 
the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love! And 
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 

RESPONSE   
L: This is the Word of the Lord.        
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

HYMN RESPONSE   # 379:1-3   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him born the king of angels: 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

  Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
  Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
  O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest: 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

 

ACCLAMATION   
L: The Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.       
C: Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 1:18-25 
     Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together 
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law!  Galatians 4:4-5 

All this took place 

to fulfill what the 

Lord had said  

through  

the Prophet 



 
All prophets directed 

their predictions chiefly 

to Christ. The entire Old 

Testament is nothing 

else than a preparation 

for the New Testament 

and an introduction to 

it.  ~Martin Luther 

 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

  
 
 

If we could condense all 

the truths of Christmas 

into only three words, 

these would be the 

words: “God with us.”  
  

    ~John MacArthur 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
     “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God 
with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but 
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called His name Jesus. 

RESPONSE   
L: This is the Gospel of the Lord.      
C: Praise to You, O Christ! Glory to God in the highest! 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE   “This Peaceful Night” 

 Love came down to the world that night….Peace has come to the world this night; Peace has come this night! 
 

MESSAGE     “It Shall Come to Pass”     text:  Isaiah 7:1-14 
 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED WITH HYMN RESPONSE                                      “From Heaven Above” # 358 LSB 
P: Who is this God who would send His only Son? Who is this God, who would willingly take on human form 

and come to earth for us? Who is this God who dwells in us, reminding us of all He is and does and keeping 
us in our faith in Him? Together, we confess our faith in this God—our God, using the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed and of Martin Luther’s Christmas hymn:   

ALL:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

 

ALL:  (sung) From heav’n above to earth I come to bear good news to ev’ry home; 
  Glad tidings of great joy I bring, whereof I now will say and sing: 
 

  To you this night is born a child of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
  This little child of lowly birth shall be the joy of all the earth. 
 

  These are the signs that you shall mark: The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 
  There you will find the infant laid by whom the heav’ns and earth were made. 

P:  We confess:   
ALL:  I believe He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  

P: This Jesus is the Christ, our God Most High who hears your sad and bitter cry; He will Himself your Savior 
be from all your sins to set you free. He will on you the gifts bestow prepared by God for all below, that in 
His kingdom, bright and fair, you may with us His glory share. 
 

ALL:  (sung) Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, through whom the sinful world is blest! 
  You came to share my misery that You might share Your joy with me.    

  Were earth a thousand times as fair and set with gold and jewels rare, 
  It would be far too poor and small a cradle for the Lord of all. 
 

  Instead of soft and silken stuff You have but hay and straw so rough 
  On which as King, so rich and great, to be enthroned in royal state. 
P:  We confess: 
ALL:  I believe on the third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 

ALL:  (sung) Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
  A quiet chamber set apart for You to dwell within my heart. 
P:  We confess: 
ALL:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen! 
 

ALL:  (sung) My heart for very joy must leap; my lips no more can silence keep. 
  I, too, must sing with joyful tongue that sweetest ancient cradlesong: 
 

  Glory to God in highest heav’n, who unto us His Son has giv’n! 
  While angels sing with pious mirth a glad new year to all the earth! 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                                                                                                 1 Timothy 2:1-4 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                       Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 

ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen! 

 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people!  Titus 2:11 
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JESUS... 

our 
True 

LIGHT 



 
Candles remind us 
Jesus Christ came to 
conquer sin’s darkness 
and to lead us into the 
LIGHT of His glorious 
Kingdom. The colors 
also have significance: 
blue is for hope; pink is 
for joy; white is for 
CHRISTmas morn: the 
purity of God as He 
comes as the Christ 
Child. 
 
We leave this house of 
worship to be Shining 
Lights For Jesus in our 
life together with each 
other, our neighbors, 
and the world. 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

Do you know what 

“God with us” means?  

It is eternity’s sonnet, 

heaven’s hallelujah, the 

shout of the glorified, 

the song of the 

redeemed. 
  

~C.H. Spurgeon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lord, lay some soul  

upon my heart 

and love that soul 

through me; 

and may I gladly  

do my part 

to win that soul  

for Thee. Amen! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lutheran Service Book ©2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. Reprinted with 
permission. Scripture, The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, ©2001Crossway 
Bibles, div of Good News Pub. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Created by 
Lutheran Service Builder ©2006 CPH.  
 

CANDLE LIGHTING   
The sanctuary lights are dimmed.  

Please tip unlit candle toward lit candle.   
 

HYMN   # 363  “Silent Night, Holy Night”     
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace; Sleep in heavenly peace.  
 

 Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from heaven afar,  
 Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia! Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!  
 

  Silent night, holy night! Son of God, Love’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy face  
  With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  

HIStory of CHRISTmas   Luke 2:15-20 
P: When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they 
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 

ALL:  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ! Glory to God in the highest! 
 

EXHORTATION AND GOD’S WORD OF BLESSING                                                    Numbers 6:24-26                   

P: Dear Friends, may the shepherds’ response to this Good News also be yours: Tell everyone His Story! 
Return often to the Christ Child, revealed to you in His Word and Sacraments! Glorify and praise God in 
worship and in the world! And as you go: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

C: Amen! 
 

HYMN     # 380    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;  
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 Late in time behold Him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
 Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel! 
 Hark! The herald angels sing: “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

  Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
  Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 
  Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die, 
  Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

POSTLUDE  

 TO GOD ALONE ALL GLORY!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.  Matthew 1:21 
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Merry CHRISTmas! 

CHRISTmas Eve 3 & 7pm ~ sanctuary  |  5pm ~ gym  
CHRISTmas Vigil 11pm  |  CHRISTmas Day 10am   

New Year’s Eve 6pm 
New Year’s Day: 8 & 10:45am Traditional  |  10:45am Contemporary 

 

www.ShepherdHillsChurch.org  
 

Jesus Christ ~ our LIGHT in the darkness! 


