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4th Sunday in Lent

The Season of Lent is a time to reflect especially on the holy sufferings
and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient times, Lent has been
kept by faithful Christians as a 40-day period of special devotion, self-
denial, repentance, and giving. Even in this solemn season, we need
not worry about anything, and we can pray with thanksgiving, knowing
we have God’s Promise: our salvation is already won, our sins are
forgiven, and we have the gift of eternal life!

¥ IN THE NAME OF JESUS ¥

SONG SET Michael Amidei, Infinite Grace Team
Please refer to the screens for the song lyrics.
Christ Be Beside Me
Days of Elijah

INVOCATION Pastor Brad Stoltenow Matthew 28:19b
Pastor (P): We call on the name of the Triune God—the name into which we have
been baptized: In the name of the Father, and of the ¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C): Amen!

CONFESSION OF SIN AND FORGIVENESS
SONG Blessed Assurance
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14-21

For a long time | have held my peace; | have kept still and restrained myself;
now | will cry out like a woman in labor; | will gasp and pant. | will lay waste
mountains and hills, and dry up all their vegetation; | will turn the rivers into
islands, and dry up the pools. And | will lead the blind in a way that they do not
know, in paths that they have not known | will guide them. I will turn the darkness
before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things |
do, and | do not forsake them. They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols, who say to metal images, “You are our gods.”

Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see! Who is blind but my
servant, or deaf as my messenger whom | send? Who is blind as my dedicated
one, or blind as the servant of the LORD? He sees many things, but does not
observe them; his ears are open, but he does not hear. The LORD was pleased, for
His righteousness’ sake, to magnify His law and make it glorious.

EPISTLE READING Ephesians 5:8-14

For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and
true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of
the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it
becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

HOLY GOSPEL John Ch.9

As Jesus passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered,
“It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
displayed in him. We must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. As long as | am in the world, | AM the Light of the
world.” Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva. Then He anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back
seeing.

The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this
not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he
is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” So they said to him, “Then how were your
eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud and anointed my eyes
and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.” So | went and washed and received my
sight.” They said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again
asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes, and | washed, and | see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God,
for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner
do such signs?” And there was a division among them. So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about Him, since He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a
prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents
answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now
sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He
will speak for himself.” (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews,
for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he
was to be put out of the synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask
him.”

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him,
“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether He is
a sinner | do not know. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now | see.” They
said to him, “What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” And they reviled him, saying, “You
are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where He comes from.” The man
answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where He comes from,

The Lord is grieved by the spiritual blindness of His people, but He does not forsake
them. Instead, He promises to turn the darkness before them into light, the rough
places into level ground. The Lord does not give up on His servant, Israel, but sends
another Servant who is the Light of the world: Jesus. Jesus opens our eyes so we can
use His Word, rejoice in our Baptism, take His Supper, and live as children of light!
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and yet He opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If
this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were
born in utter sin, and would you teach us?!” And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him He said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is He, sir, that | may believe in
Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who is speaking to you.” He
said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped Jesus. Jesus said, “For judgment | came into
this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become
blind.” Some of the Pharisees near Jesus heard these things, and said to Him, “Are we
also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now
that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.” [ ;:.,-_;EE

GUESTS AND MEMBERS CONNECT Please fill out the Connect Card, ;E‘ 1’@3

either by hand or with the QR code. You may also add prayer requests to r{f"’
your information. Thank you! %

CHILDREN’S CHAT Pastor Brad  Children’s Bulletins are on the entrance table.
OFFERING AND PRAYER for giving options: ShepherdHillsChurch.org/Give
SONG Be Thou My Vision

MESSAGE “Wake Up!” text: Ephesians 5:8-14

STATEMENT OF FAITH ~ THE NICENE CREED

ALL: |believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered,
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And | believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life & of the world to
come. Amen!

PRAYERS In our March prayers, we Pray with an Open Heart for pre-believers.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4

ALL: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy nhame, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen!

HOLY COMMUNION: PREPARATION

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For
anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on
himself. 1Corinthians 11:28-29

Since those who take Christ’s body and blood without understanding His true
presence do so to their harm, and since the sacrament of Holy Communion is a faith
statement confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt or hold a
confession differing from that of this church and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
and wish to receive the sacrament are asked first to speak with a pastor.

DISTRIBUTION

*You will be ushered forward for Communion.

*If you are not communing but wish to come up and receive a blessing,
you may keep your hands folded.

*You may request wine without alcohol and/or a gluten-free wafer.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
Abide with Me
GOD’S WORD OF BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26

In this Divine Service, by the gift of faith, the Holy Spirit has opened our hearts and
minds to receive His graces. We now leave this house of worship to share HISi‘ory!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG Jesus Remember Me
% TO GOD ALONE ALL GLORY! &

This year in the Wed. Lent evening services, we are
studying God’s gift of the best prayer outline, The Lord’s
Prayer. Each week, concluding with Easter Sunday, we
will focus on a petition of the prayer.

Wednesdays at 6:30pm
February 25, March 4, 11, 18, 25

Holy Week Worship
4 Palm Sunday | March 29, 8 & 10:45am
Lent Wednesday Schedule ¢ Maundy Thursday | April 2, 7pm
& Soup Supper | 5:15pm ¢ Good Friday Tre-Ore | April 3, 12-3pm
¢ Quiet Prayer | 6:15pm, Sanctuary 4 Good Friday Tenebrae | April 3, 7pm
¢ Worship | 6:30pm, # Easter Sunrise | April 5, 6:30am
with Children’s Chat ¢ Resurrection of Our Lord | April 5, 8 & 10:45am

Lord, lay some soul upon my heart and love that soul through me;
and may | gladly do my part to win that soul for Thee. Amen!

CONNECT CARDS Guests and members, please: i.
+ fill out a Connect card, or E‘-
¢ scan the QR code to connect with us online "Connect

Cards are on clipboards at the end of a row. These methods P& "*_rg:_-?;f
include a space to share prayer requests with our pastors. e Tl

We look forward to praying for and connecting personally with YOU!




