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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, each one of us has been through struggles with loss, pain, or depression. On our 
life journey, help us to recognize that in these sorrowful times on earth, we are not alone and that You 
are fighting for us. You love us and You care about each one of us. We can be sure that no matter 
what we are facing here in this temporal time on earth, it is well with our souls in eternity. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 13:24-30 
He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, "Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, "An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, "Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he replied, "No; 
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow 
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.' " 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 13:24-30 
He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, "Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He answered, "An enemy has 
done this.' The slaves said to him, "Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he replied, "No; 
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow 
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.' " 
 
Mark 4:37-41 
A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being 
swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, 
"Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?" He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the 
sea, "Peace! Be still!" Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, "Why are 
you afraid? Have you still no faith?" And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, 
"Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" 
 
Matthew 12:28 
But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 
 



Luke 4:34-36 
"Let us alone! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are, the Holy One of God." But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of 
him!" When the demon had thrown him down before them, he came out of him without having done 
him any harm. They were all amazed and kept saying to one another, "What kind of utterance is this? 
For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and out they come!" 
 
Luke 4:38-39 
After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was suffering 
from a high fever, and they asked him about her. Then he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and 
it left her. Immediately she got up and began to serve them. 
 
Mark 8:31 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
 
Study Questions - Read Matthew 13:24-30 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) When have you ever pre-judged someone or something, only to 
find out you were wrong? What happened? What did you do after discovering you were wrong? 
Describe the situation. 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Matthew 13:24-30, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (O) How would you summarize/paraphrase the message of Matthew 13:24-30, in your own words?  
4. (O) What point/idea resonated most with you? Why?  
5. (O) Did you disagree with something said, or what do you think should have been added or 
expanded on?  
6. (O) In what way do we try to “defend” God from being charged with responsibility for the evil and 
suffering in the world? In what way do we “defend” God or Christianity from the charge that we are 
just as bad as everyone else? Why would I follow Jesus when Christians don’t believe what they say? 
In what way does this parable give a surprising answer to those charges?  
7. (O) Why would Jesus tell His disciples not to separate the wheat from the weeds? Does this mean 
we should never be discerning or use our judgment? If not, then what is Jesus trying to help us 
understand about ourselves and about God? 
8. (INTERPRETATION – What does the text mean?) Based on verse 24, what was Jesus talking 
about in this passage? 
9. (I) Based on verse 24, to what did Jesus compare His topic?  
10. (I) Based on verse 25, in the Parable of the Weeds, what happened while the farmer slept? 
11. (I) Based on verse 26, what appeared in the farmer’s field besides the wheat he had planted? 
12. (I) Based on verse 27, how did the owner’s servants react when they found weeds in the field? 
13. (I) Based on verse 28, how did the owner reply to his servants? 
14. (I) Based on verse 28, what did the servants volunteer to do for the owner of the field? 
15. (I) Based on verse 29, on what grounds did the owner turn down the servant’s suggestion?  
16. (I) Based on verse 30, what plan of action did the owner choose? 
17. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you?)  What opportunities do you have by living 
among all different kinds of people? 
18. (A) Why is it important to understand that God will judge, but His judgment is wise and His 
exercise of His judgment is patient? 
19. (A) What dangers lie in trying to label people as either "weeds" or "wheat" (non-Christians or 
Christians)? In what way are we terrible Judges? In what way is God the safest and best Judge?  



20. (A) Whose responsibility is it to label the weeds and deal with them? What is our responsibility on 
the farm of God? 
21. (A) What do we learn about God and about ourselves in this passage?  
22. (A) What may God be asking you to change, do differently, repent of, pray about as a result of 
engaging with this passage? 
 


