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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, although You are the creator of the world and all of its creatures, so much of the 
world does not seem to recognize You nor Your plan for our salvation. Help us to be humble servants 
of Yours, recognizing Your sovereignty in our lives. Give us the courage and wisdom to be effective 
witnesses to others of the power of Your salvation. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
I Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 
 
 
Message Notes 
 
Genesis 1:1-5 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 
Jeremiah 17:9 
The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can understand it? 
 
I Corinthians 1:18-25 
For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart." Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks 
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 



 
 
Study Questions - Read 1st Corinthians 1:18-31 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Tragically, our nation is now described as “post-Christian” and 
many of the beliefs of the Christian community have been under attack.  Do you agree or disagree 
with this statement?  Why or why not? 
2. (IB) Describe how the cross may appear foolish to a non-Christian. 
3. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read 1st Corinthians 1:18-31, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
4. (O) Verse 18 is the thesis statement of this text. What is Paul saying here? 
5. (INTERPRETATION – What does the text mean?) To whom is verse 18 referring? To whom is 
the Cross foolishness? To whom is the Cross powerful? Why might the Cross be seen as foolish or 
powerful?  
6. (I) Referring to verse 18, how can or why might people hear the message of Christ differently?  
7. (I) In verse 18, what does God’s message mean to the person being saved?  
8. (I) Based on verses 18 & 19, how does the message of the Cross contrast with what most people 
consider wise? 
9. (I) Considering what you read in verses 19-31, how does God gets His message across?  
10. (I) Read verse 20. What is the “wisdom of the world”, and why does Paul call it “foolish”?  How 
does God’s wisdom contrast with the world’s wisdom? Read James 3:13-18, how do these verses 
describe these two different types of wisdom?  
11. (I) Based on verses 22-23, shat does it mean that “the Jews want signs, and the Greeks want 
wisdom, but we preach Christ”?   
12. (I) In verses 26-31, why do you think the simple Gospel of the cross is "a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles”? 
13. (I) Based on verses 25-26, how do God’s attributes compare with ours?  
14. (I) Based on verses 26-27, what were the Corinthians like before they were called?  
15. (I) How does God use the foolish and weak things of the world in verse 27? 
16. (I) Based on verses 28-29, why do you think God express His power and wisdom through 
"foolish," "weak," and "lowly" means? 
17. (I) Based on verse 30, what has Jesus Christ become for us? How does this make you feel? 
18. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Based on verse 31, what kind of 
boasting is good? In what ways can you “boast in the Lord” this week? 


