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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, You have taught that the first shall be last and the last first; and yet, honestly, we 
often strive to be first. Help us to learn to put others first. Help us to humble ourselves, serve others, 
and allow You to do Your will in our lives and in the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 20:25-28 
But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just 
as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many." 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 20:25-28 
But Jesus called them to him and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave; just 
as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many." 
 
Malachi 3:8-10 
Will anyone rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, "How are we robbing you?" In your tithes 
and offerings! You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me—the whole nation of you! Bring 
the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, 
says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an 
overflowing blessing. 
 
Proverbs 3:9 
Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with 
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work. 
 
Luke 6:38 
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back. 
 
Study Questions - Read Matthew 20:20-28 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Identify a person that you would consider to be “great”. What 
constitutes greatness?  What made this person great? 



2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read this text, what comes to mind? What 
stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Read verses 20-21. Who came to Jesus? 
Why? What favor did James and John’s mother ask Jesus? What do you notice about how Jesus is 
approached? How does Jesus’ question cut to the heart? If Jesus were to ask you, “What do you 
want?” how might you answer him? What are the things you find yourself longing to get from Jesus?  
4. (I) Read verses 22-23. How did Jesus respond to the request that James and John get special 
treatment? What does Jesus mean that the disciples “do not know what they are asking for”? What 
are they asking for? What is it that they want? What does Jesus mean by saying, “Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am to drink?” What do you notice about Jesus’ response to their answer? How 
should that inform our experience when we struggle? 
5. (I) Read verse 24. What was the reaction of the other disciples to this whole dialogue? Why do the 
disciples get angry? What does it show about their hearts? Where in your life do you share their 
indignation? 
6. (I) Read verse 25. Do you think the ability to serve is a God-given gift or is it something we must 
work at? Do you find it harder to sacrifice for someone you know well or someone you barely know at 
all? Is it harder for you to serve someone you know well than to serve someone you barely know at 
all?  Please explain. 
7. (I) Read verses 26-28. What is Jesus’ definition of greatness?  Is it difficult or easy for you to apply 
this kind of greatness to your life? What gets in the way of applying this type of greatness in your daily 
life? 
8. (I) Read verse 22 and read verse 28. What do these verses teach us about greatness? Give some 
examples of how today’s culture defines “greatness”. How do the values Jesus taught differ from the 
values we see in our culture today? 
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) How did Jesus sum up His life?  What 
does that mean? In what ways can you follow Jesus’ example? 
How you can demonstrate the type of “greatness” that Jesus taught, in your life this week?  

 


