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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, what a privilege it is to worship You. Too often, we allow our troubles and anxieties 
to interfere with the opportunity we have to experience the freedom and peace that comes in pure, 
Godly worship. Draw us closer to You; make us sensitive to Your presence in our lives. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
I Corinthians 9:19-23 
For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of 
them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one 
under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. To 
those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God's law but am 
under Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the law. To the weak I became weak, so that I 
might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. I do 
it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Acts 13:1-3 
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them." Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and 
sent them off. 
 
I Corinthians 9:19 
For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of 
them. 
 
I Corinthians 9:20-21 
To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under 
the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. To those 
outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under 
Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the law. 
 
I Corinthians 9: 22-23 
To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that 
I might by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its 
blessings. 
 
Study Questions - Read 1st Corinthians 9:1-27 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What emotions do you think athletes usually feel on the day of 
a big event? Have you ever competed in some sort of competition?  If so, how did you feel prior to the 
event or activity? 



2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read 1st Corinthians 9:1-27, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (O) Based on verses 1 and 2, what proofs did Paul use to show that he was a genuine apostle? 
4. (O) Read verses 3-6 and verse 12. What rights did Paul waive to be an apostle?  
5. (O) According to verses 7-11 and verses 13-14, what case could Paul make for asserting his rights 
as an apostle? 
6. (O) Read verse 12. What are the rights of those who preach the gospel?  
And, why was Paul willing to set aside his rights? 
7. (O) Read verses 12-18. Why do you think Paul did not take full advantage of his rights? 
8. (O) What does the Lord command for those who preach the gospel in verse 14? 
9. (O) Based on verses 16-17, how did Paul preach? Why? What motivated Paul to preach as he did? 
What can you learn from Paul’s example? 
10. (O) According to verse 18, what reward is there in preaching the gospel? 
11. (O) Why do you think Paul made himself a slave to everyone in verse 19?  What can you learn 
form this? 
12. (O) Read verses 20-23. To what extent did Paul go to save people? 
13. (O) Why is it necessary to live with purpose and discipline, according to verses 25-27? Based on 
verse 27, why do you think Paul led a disciplined life? 
14. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean?) What are some of your rights and freedoms as a 
Christian? 
15. (I) How can we show our love to unbelievers while refusing to participate in activity that is sinful? 
16. (I) Do you think it is helpful or necessary to adjust our actions for the people around us (especially 
those who may not believe in Christ)? If so, when might this be needed? 
17. (I) What rights have you given up because they may have caused others to stumble? How might 
insisting on our rights hinder the gospel of Christ? 
18. (I) How can neglecting spiritual disciplines (such as prayer, Bible study, and worship) hinder a 
Christian from having an influence on unbelievers? 
19. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Are there any “rights” that you currently 
enjoy that may hinder someone from becoming a Believer or growing in their faith?  Please explain. 
 
 


