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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we are filled with great anticipation for the birth of Your Son, for Christmas will soon 
be here. In this brief moment of quiet, help us to appreciate the Word that comes to dwell with us. 
Help us to hope in the promise of His way, truth, and life. Help us to join with the angels who sing 
Your praise. Grant us the lasting peace of this great season of joy. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Luke 1:34-38 
Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will 
be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 7:28-29 
Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for he 
taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 
 
Matthew 15:29-31 
After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went up the mountain, 
where he sat down. Great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, 
the mute, and many others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was 
amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the blind 
seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. 
 
Luke 1:35-37 
The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren. 
For nothing will be impossible with God." 
 
Luke 1:38 
Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then 
the angel departed from her. 
 
Study Questions - Read Luke 1:26-38 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Your child walks into the store and the cashier says, “So are 
you ready for Santa Clause?” Your child isn’t sure what to say. The cashier continues, “Well, you’ve 
been good this year, haven’t you? You’re not on the naughty list are you?” In terms of the idea of 
grace versus merit – how is the story of Jesus better than the story of Santa Clause? 



2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Luke 1:26-38, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) What do we learn about Joseph in Luke 1:27? 
How is Mary described? Why do you think this might be significant? 
4. (I) How does the angel encourage Mary in verses 28-31 and what was her response? Have you 
ever experienced God’s grace or favor in an unusual way?  What was the situation? How did it feel? 
How did you respond? 
5. (I) In Luke 1:32 Gabriel says that Jesus will be “great.” Then he describes four things that Jesus 
will be or have or do. What are they?  What is important about these descriptors? 
6. (I) Our concept of kingship these days is pretty shallow, mostly centering on what we see in Netflix 
shows about the Royal Family. What power did kings have in the ancient world? What did it mean 
back then for a king to have this kind of power? 
7. (I) What does it mean for us today that Jesus is a king, an eternal king, whose kingdom will never 
end? Where do you think his kingdom is today? How might this change or enlarge your concept of 
Jesus? How does it honestly make you feel about him? 
8. (I) What progression do you see in Mary’s responses in Luke 1:29, 34, and 38?  
9. (I) In verses 35-37, how does Gabriel answer Mary’s question about how this could happen? Have 
you ever experienced a time when you’ve moved from confusion… to questioning… to faith…? 
Describe the situation. 
10. (I) What do you think the angel’s statement in Luke 1:37 meant for Mary? What could it mean for 
you today? 
11. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Based on this study, what can you do 
to alleviate the frenzied pace of the Christmas season? 
12. (A) There has always been a sense of anticipation around Christmas. The first Christmas was no 
different. What promises or hopes are you currently waiting for God to fulfill? How might this study be 
encouraging to you while you wait? 
 


