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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, help us remember that true and lasting joy doesn’t come from our jobs, 
relationships, finances or success. Our joy doesn’t come from what we have on earth or who we are 
with. But instead, our joy is a gift that You gave us that first Christmas in Jesus Christ. Our joy is 
encompassed in our Savior. Flood our hearts with joy this Advent season, as we reflect on the good 
news of Jesus’ birth. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
John 1:43-51 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have 
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth." Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, 
"Come and see." When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus 
answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you." Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that 
I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these." And he said to him, "Very truly, I 
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man." 
 
Message Notes 
 
Micah 5:2 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
 
Luke 2:4 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 
 
John 7:45-52 
Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, "Why did you 
not arrest him?" The police answered, "Never has anyone spoken like this!" Then the Pharisees 
replied, "Surely you have not been deceived too, have you? Has any one of the authorities or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, which does not know the law—they are accursed." 
Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of them, asked, "Our law does not 
judge people without first giving them a hearing to find out what they are doing, does it?" They 
replied, "Surely you are not also from Galilee, are you? Search and you will see that no prophet is to 
arise from Galilee." 
 
John 1:43-45 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have 



found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth." 
 
John 1:46 
Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and 
see." 
 
John 1:47-48 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!" Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw 
you under the fig tree before Philip called you." 
 
John 1:49-51 
Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered, "Do 
you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these." And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 
 
Study Questions - Read John 1: 35-51 
1. When you get some good news, who is the first person you want to share it with? Why? 
2. As a child, what would it take for you to believe something your brother or sister told you? 
3. What motivated the disciples of John to follow Jesus? What motivated Andrew to tell Simon about 

him? 
4. What helped Nathanael overcome his initial skepticism about Jesus? 
5. Why doesn’t Philip defend the city of Nazareth? 
6. How does Philip’s statement to “come and see” pertain to us today? 
7. In this passage, how many different titles are attributed to Jesus? Which title means the most to 

you? 
8. Which one of the disciples are you most like when it comes to following Jesus: Andrew and Philip 

– spreading the news? Peter – a new creation? Nathanael – moving from doubt to strong belief? 
9. What was your motive for initially following Jesus? What were the circumstances that led you to 

do so? How much did you know about him? 
10. What is one way you can follow Jesus more closely in the coming week? 
 


