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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, let your hope arise in our hearts! Lift our eyes up to see that You alone are where 
our hope comes from. Help us to shake off the anxiety, discouragements, and distractions that have 
filled this year. May we pause to remember that we have hope in You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 11:2-6 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus answered them, "Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me." 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 11:2-4 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus answered them, "Go and 
tell John what you hear and see” 
 
Matthew 11:5-6 
“The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense 
at me." 
 
Ephesians 3:18-19 
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God. 
 
Ephesians 3:20-21 
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we 
can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Study Questions - Read Matthew 11:1-19 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What causes people to second-guess themselves? 
2. (IB) Other than Jesus Christ, who, in your opinion, was the greatest person who ever lived? Why? 
3. (IB) Of everything you know about Christ, what surprises you most? 
4. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Matthew 11:1-19, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
5. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) According to verse 1, what did Jesus do while 
His disciples were out on their mission trip? 
6. (I) Based on verses 2 and 3, what message or question did John the Baptist send to Christ from 
prison?  



7. (I) What instructions did Jesus give to John’s messenger in verse 4? 
8. (I) In verse 5, what kind of proof did Jesus offer to establish His claim to be the Messiah? 
9. (I) Read verses 7 to 10. How did Jesus describe John the Baptist?  What did Jesus say about who 
John the Baptist was and who he was not? How did Jesus identify him? 
10. (I) Based on verse 10, why do think John’s life and ministry were so significant?  
11. (I) What high compliment did Jesus pay John in verse 11? 
12. (I) What did Jesus claim about the kingdom of heaven in verse 12? 
13. (I) According to verse 14, what was John doing? Whose prophetic role did Jesus say John was 
fulfilling? 
14. (I) Summarize verses 16 and 17. How did Jesus compare His generation to children? 
15. (I) What criticism did John the Baptist receive in verse 18? Why do you think he was criticized? 
16. (I) According to verse 19, what frequent charge was often leveled at Jesus? 
17. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) If you faithfully lived for God and were 
thrown in jail, how do you think you might react? 
18. (A) Based on this passage, how do you think Jesus reacts when we have moments of weakness 
and doubts about our faith? 
19. (A) How do you personally handle doubts when they come? 
20. (A) What words of comfort could you share this week with someone who happens to be dealing 
with doubt?  


