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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we have so much for which to be thankful. You provide abundantly for our physical, 
emotional, and spiritual needs, especially when we turn to You for help. Help us to love and care for 
others and the church the way You care for each of us. As we dedicate our lives to You, help us to 
demonstrate our dedication through our service to Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Mark 10:42-45 
So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so 
among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many." 
 
Message Notes 
 
Mark 10:42 
So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.” 
 
Mark 10:43-44 
“But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.” 
 
Mark 10:45 
“For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many." 
 
Study Questions - Read Mark 10:32-45 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What is one word that you would use to describe an effective 
leader, mentor, or coach?  Why did you choose that word?  
 2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Mark 10:32-45, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) This is the third time that Jesus has taught His 
disciples about His upcoming death and resurrection. Review the previous two times in Mark 8:31 
and Mark 9:30-31. What are some of the similarities and differences?  
4. (I) After each time Jesus foretells His death and resurrection, the disciples then respond, to which 
Jesus then provides teaching about what it means to be His disciple. Review the first two times this 
happens (Mark 8:32-9:1 and Mark 9:32-37) and compare it to what happens here. What do you 
learn?  
5. (I) Jesus affirms in verse 39 that James and John will drink the cup and be baptized. How is this 
different from what they were originally asking for?  
6. (I) In verse 42, what is the kind of leadership and authority exercised by the world?  
7. (I) In verses 43 and 44, what is the kind of leadership and authority that is to define those who 
belong to Jesus?  



8. (I) Mark 10:45 is really the theme verse of Mark’s Gospel. Carefully unpack every word of this 
verse. Why do you think verse 45 so significant?  
9. (I) What’s the connection between verse 44 and verse 45? 
10. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) How would you answer someone who 
asked you, “Why did Jesus have to die?”  
11. (A) How does being a “servant” go against human nature? How does it compare with what our 
culture tells us to think of ourselves?  
12. (A) How do we put away the mindset of the world and adopt the mindset of Christ? Where does 
the power and help come from to do this?  
13. (A) In whatever position of leadership and authority you have, are you currently using your 
position to serve others? What are some practical ways you can improve upon this?  
14. (A) In whatever work you’re called to do, what are some of the ways you can go about your work 
in order to communicate that you understand your calling to be that of a servant?  
15. (A) How would you feel if people around you treated you like a servant?  
16. (A) Have you asked God for anything over the past week? What did you pray for? What does that 
teach you about yourself? What might you now pray for in light of this passage? 


