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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we want to know the real You in all Your fullness and glory like never before. In 
many ways, we have wandered away from You, and have become lukewarm in our walks of faith. We 
repent for not giving You total control of our lives. Please fill us anew with Your love and peace. Light 
the fire of Your Holy Spirit again in us, so that we may be fully committed to You and Your mission in 
our world. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Revelation 2:12-17 
"And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp 
two-edged sword: "I know where you are living, where Satan's throne is. Yet you are holding fast to 
my name, and you did not deny your faith in me even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful 
one, who was killed among you, where Satan lives. But I have a few things against you: you have 
some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the 
people of Israel, so that they would eat food sacrificed to idols and practice fornication. So you also 
have some who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent then. If not, I will come to you soon 
and make war against them with the sword of my mouth. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what 
the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, 
and I will give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one knows except 
the one who receives it. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Revelation 2:12-13 
"And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp 
two-edged sword: "I know where you are living, where Satan's throne is. Yet you are holding fast to 
my name, and you did not deny your faith in me even in the days of Antipas my witness, my faithful 
one, who was killed among you, where Satan lives. 
 
Revelation 2:14 
But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who 
taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the people of Israel, so that they would eat food 
sacrificed to idols and practice fornication. 
 
Revelation 2:16-17 
Repent then. If not, I will come to you soon and make war against them with the sword of my mouth. 
Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who 
conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give a white stone, and on the white stone is 
written a new name that no one knows except the one who receives it. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Revelation 2:12-17 



1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Describe someone in your life who has been most affirming to 
you.  Who was this person and in what ways did they affirm or encourage you? What kind of things 
did they say or do?  
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Revelation 2:12-17, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why?  
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) The church in Pergamum was confronted by 
the exalted Jesus with a “sharp two-edged sword” in His mouth (Revelation 1:16, Revelation 2:12). 
What do you think it means that Jesus will fight against this church “with the sword of My mouth” 
(Revelation 2:16)? 
4. (I) Read about the glorious 2nd Coming of Jesus in Revelation in 19:11-21. What does the “sword 
out of His mouth” represent? 
5. (I) Revelation 2:14 says that believers in Pergamum were holding on to Balaam’s doctrine. This 
teaching led to idolatry and sexual immorality. Read Numbers 25:1-18 and describe the idolatry and 
immorality that led to Israel’s downfall.  How does this relate to what was going on in Pergamum? 
6. (I) According to Numbers 31:8 and Joshua 13:22, how was Balaam killed? What was said about 
Balaam in 2nd Peter 2:15-16 and Jude 1:11? 
7. (I) Read 2nd John 1:9-10. What do these verses say about people who don’t bring us the 
“doctrine/teaching of Christ”? How should people like this be treated? Do agree with this instruction? 
8. (I) What does the apostle Paul tell us about people who teach false doctrines in 1st Timothy 6:3-5? 
9. (I) What are some of the reasons why believers will not endure or tolerate “sound 
doctrine/teaching,” but will accept “false doctrine” according to 2nd Timothy 4:3-4? 
10. (I) In 1st Timothy 4:1, the Holy Spirit says clearly that in the “latter times” some Christians are 
going to depart from the faith and listen to “deceiving spirits” and “doctrines of demons.” Can you 
think of a contemporary “doctrine of demons” or a “false teaching” that is being taught in the church 
today? 
11. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) In Pergamum, the church was 
negatively influenced by the immorality of the culture.  In what negative ways do you feel the culture 
may negatively influence you?  As a Christian, what can you do, to keep from giving into these 
negative, cultural influences and temptations? 


