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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we give our lives to You today. Take control and guide us along the way. There are 
times when we may think that we do not have the strength to defeat the enemy as he attacks us in 
our daily lives. Restore our courage and faith in You, Almighty God, for we know that we will mount 
up with wings like an eagle and soar high with You on the throne. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Revelation 2:8-11 
"And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of the first and the last, who 
was dead and came to life: "I know your affliction and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know 
the slander on the part of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the devil is about to throw some of you into 
prison so that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have affliction. Be faithful until death, and I 
will give you the crown of life. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches. Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Revelation 2:8-11 
"And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of the first and the last, who 
was dead and came to life: "I know your affliction and your poverty, even though you are rich. I know 
the slander on the part of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Beware, the devil is about to throw some of you into 
prison so that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have affliction. Be faithful until death, and I 
will give you the crown of life. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 
churches. Whoever conquers will not be harmed by the second death. 
 
1st Peter 5:9 
Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Revelation 2:8-11 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Can you think of a time when you were criticized, made fun of, 
or in some way, persecuted because of your belief in God? Describe the situation. 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Revelation 2:8-11, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why?  
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Jesus calls Himself “the First and the Last” in 
Revelation 1:11, Revelation 1:17, Revelation 2:8, and in Revelation 22:13. As you compare these 
verses with Isaiah 44:6 and Isaiah 48:12-13, what does this tell us about Jesus? 



4. (I) How can the Christians at Smyrna be very poor, but Jesus said they were rich (Revelation 2:9), 
while the Laodicean Christians said they were very rich/wealthy, but Jesus said they were poor 
(Revelation 3:17-18)? In your own words, describe the difference. 
5. (I) In John 8:44, Jesus told the Jews that their true father was the devil after these Jews were 
saying that both God and Abraham were their fathers. Read John 8:31-44 and discuss how this 
relates to Revelation 2:9 and Revelation 3:9.  What did Jesus mean when He called a group of 
people “the synagogue of Satan” in these verses from Revelation? 
6. (I) In Revelation 2:10, Jesus commands us not to “fear” or “be afraid” of any upcoming persecution 
and suffering. According to Luke 12:4-5, what should be our real/true fear? 
7. (I) The Christians at Smyrna were already suffering tremendously in Revelation 2:9. Then in 
Revelation 2:10, we read the the devil was going to add to their misery and persecution. Why doesn’t 
Jesus protect and deliver them right then and there? If He let’s people suffer, how can Jesus be 
trusted during times of persecution? 
8. (I) As you read Revelation 2:11, Revelation 20:6, Revelation 20:14, and Revelation 21:8, what do 
you think is meant by, “the second death”?  
9. (I) In Revelation 2:11, what do you think Jesus means that if we “overcome” or “conquer” we will 
not “be hurt by the second death”? 
10. (I) Read Romans 8:35-39. What do these verses about persecution? 
11. (I) Read Acts 7:54-60, Acts 12:1-4, and Acts14:19-20. Based on these verses, how would you 
describe some of the persecution that took place in the early church?   
12. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Do you believe persecution exists in the 
church today?  In what ways is it the same, or different, today, as it was in the early church of Acts?  
In what ways is it the same, or different, today, as it was in the church of Revelation?    


