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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, as we worship You, draw our spirits closer to You. Give us spiritual insight that so 
often becomes blurry during our regular workweek. And as we are renewed, assist us in maintaining 
Your gift of insight and focus as we begin the week anew, being careful to make You the focus in all 
we do. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Revelation 2:1-7 
"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars 
in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands: "I know your works, your toil and 
your patient endurance. I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to 
be apostles but are not, and have found them to be false. I also know that you are enduring patiently 
and bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you have not grown weary. But I have this against 
you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember then from what you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its 
place, unless you repent. Yet this is to your credit: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who 
conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Revelation 1:9-10, 20 
I, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the persecution and the kingdom and the patient 
endurance, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
I was in the spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet… As for the 
mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
 
Revelation 2:18 
"And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, who has 
eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze” 
 
Revelation 2:1-7 
"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars 
in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands: "I know your works, your toil and 
your patient endurance. I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who claim to 
be apostles but are not, and have found them to be false. I also know that you are enduring patiently 
and bearing up for the sake of my name, and that you have not grown weary. But I have this against 
you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember then from what you have fallen; 
repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its 
place, unless you repent. Yet this is to your credit: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate. Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches. To everyone who 
conquers, I will give permission to eat from the tree of life that is in the paradise of God. 



 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Revelation 2:1-7 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) As you think back over your faith journey, what is your most 
exciting memory? Describe a time when you were most excited about Jesus. 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Revelation 2:1-7, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why?  
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) In Revelation 1:12-20, John sees an 
incredible vision of the glorious and exalted Jesus. Name two things about Jesus that stand out for 
you in these verses. Why? 
4. (I) Jesus told each church, “I know your works/deeds” (Revelation 2:2, Revelation 2:9, Revelation 
2:13, Revelation 2:19, Revelation 3:1, Revelation 3:8, and Revelation 3:15). Jesus has intimate 
knowledge of everything going on in our lives and in our churches. Give an instance where this is 
positive (good) and where it is negative (bad). 
5. (I) In Revelation 2:2, Jesus saw that the Ephesian church identified some “false apostles” (false 
teachers) who were “liars”. What did Paul say about false apostles in 2nd Corinthians 11:13-15? In 
your opinion, what are some attributes of a false teacher? 
6. (I) Read Revelation 2:4. Describe how a Christian believer loses or abandons his “first love”? What 
exactly is your “first love?” 
7. (I) How do you think doing the “first works” (Revelation 2:5) might restore your “first love?” 
8. (I) Jesus said to “remember,” “repent,” or I will “remove” your lampstand. What does it mean that 
He will “remove the lampstand?” Do you think this “or else” threat is too extreme? Why or why not? 
9. (I) How do you reconcile going back to your “first love” (Revelation 2:4) with “hate” (Revelation 
2:6)? How is “hating” what Jesus’ “hates” evidence of our love for Him? 
10. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) I think over time, most people will admit 
that in some way they have neglected their “first love.” Based on this study, how would you describe 
your “first love”? How can you make your “first love” a priority this week?  
 


