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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, Thank You for being an infinitely loving and gracious God. Thank You for the grace 
you have poured out on every one of us, and thank You that Your love never fails. We pray that our 
lives would be filled with the power of Your love so that we can make a difference in the world and the 
lives of others, demonstrating the transformative power of Your love in the lives of those who follow 
You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading 
 
I Corinthians 15:10-11 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 
Message Notes 
 
2 Corinthians 1:8-10 
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of the affliction we experienced in Asia; for 
we were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had 
received the sentence of death so that we would rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the 
dead. He who rescued us from so deadly a peril will continue to rescue us; on him we have set our 
hope that he will rescue us again 
 
I Corinthians 15:8-9 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
 
I Corinthians 15:10-11 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read 1st Corinthians 15:1-11 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) As you think about your faith journey, can you think of a time or 
experience when you first understood the Gospel or experienced God’s love in your life? Please 
describe the situation.  
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read 1st Corinthians 15:1-11, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) According to verses 1 and 2, how can a 
Christian avoid believing the gospel in vain?  
4. (I) In verses 1 & 2, Paul lists three things about the Corinthian Christians in relationship to the 
gospel followed by a 2-part conditional clause.  What are those three things and what is the difference 



between the three? What do think of Paul’s conditional clause and why do you think he added that 
clause to his statement? (Refer to the following cross-references as you consider your answers: 
Romans 11:22; Colossians 1:22-23; and Hebrews 3:6&14.) 
5. (I) According to Verse 2, why do you think it is important to "hold firmly to the word"? Can you think 
of some examples why or when this might be important?  
6. (I) Based on verse 3, what do you think Paul meant by saying that the gospel, which he preached, 
is the gospel that he “also received”? Why did Paul pass on what he had received? 
7. (I) What does verse 3 say about how Christ’s life fulfilled the Scriptures? Can you think of any Old 
Testament Scriptures that indicate Jesus would die for our sins or that Jesus would be buried and 
then rise on the third day?  
8. (I) Based on verses 3-8, what are the key points of the gospel?  
9. (I) Read verses 5-8. To whom did Christ appear after His resurrection? Why did Paul emphasize 
the facts of Christ’s resurrection?  
10. (I) In verses 5-8, Paul gives a sequence of post-resurrection appearances. Why do you think Paul 
gives this list? How might this list be important in Paul’s argument? 
11. (I) In verse 8, why did Paul describe himself as one who was "abnormally born"?  
12. (I) In verse 9, Paul feels unworthy to be called an apostle. Why do you think he felt this way? 
13. (I) In verse 10 do you see a contrast between grace and effort? If you do, does that sit well with 
your understanding of grace versus works? Why or why not? If you don’t see a contrast between 
grace and effort, what do you see? 
14. (I) According to verse 10, for what reason was Paul able to call himself an apostle?  
15. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) What does it mean for you to hold firmly 
to the gospel? 
 


