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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, it’s so important for us to stay connected to You, both in times of struggle and in 
times of joy; yet we often forget that our first response in any situation should be to turn to You in 
prayer. Remind us of the spiritual awakening that can occur when we rely on You to guide and inspire 
us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Mark 4:26-29 
He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth 
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come." 
 
Message Notes 
 
I. The Path to Faith is Mysterious 
- Mark 4:26-27 
II. The Path to Faith is Organic 
- Mark 4:28-29 
A. Move from Distrust to Trust 
B. Move from Complacent to Curious 
C. Move from Closed to Open 
D. Move form Meandering to Seeking 
E. Move from World to Kingdom 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Mark 4:1-29 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Last weekend was the 4th of July. Were you able to “share a 
drink” with someone (“share the Gospel” with someone)? If you were not able to do so, why not?  If 
you did, how did it go?  Do you find it easy or difficult to talk about your faith?  Please explain.   
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Mark 4:1-29, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why?  
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) In verses 1-20, what words and phrases are 
repeated? What idea or ideas seem to dominate these verses? 
4. (I) Why do you think “the Twelve and the others around him” get a personal explanation of Jesus’ 
public message (v.10) and “those on the outside” (v.11) don’t?  
5. (I) Verses 11b-12 have sparked a lot of discussion because it seems to say that Jesus’ purpose is 
to keep people from believing and being converted (anti-evangelism!). Others suggest that Jesus’ is 
pointing to the result or effect his parables have on the hard-hearted. Are they unable to see and 
believe or unwilling to see and believe and therefore unable? How do you read it & why?  
6. (I) What light does Jesus’ explanation in verses 14-20 shed on his parable?  



7. (I) According to Jesus, why does God’s Word sometimes: (a) not take root at all (verse 15)? (b) 
take root but wither (verses16-17)? (c) take root but get choked off (verses18-19)? (d) take root and 
produce a harvest (verse 20)?  
8. (I) What do you think the harvest produced by the good soil refers to?  
9. (I) Does the lamp/light in verses 21-23 represent Jesus, his message, his deeds, or something 
else? What connections, if any, do you see between the parable of the soils and Jesus’ challenge in 
verses 24-25? Have you seen or experienced this in your own life? Explain.  
10. (I) What insight or challenge does the parable in verses 26-29 add to your understanding or 
experience of the kingdom of God? How does this relate to Evangelism?   
11. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) When do you recall someone planting 
the “seed” of the Gospel in your life? Reflect on and share this experience. 
12. (A) How can you plant seeds or share the Good News about Jesus with someone this week? 


