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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we give thanks today for the earthly fathers in our lives. Please grant them wisdom 
and humility as they face the challenging task of parenting. Help them to fully grasp the importance of 
their example, and assist them in showing some measure of Christ’s grace and love to their own 
imperfect children. In Jesus‘ Name, Amen.   
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Deuteronomy 6:1-2 & 4-9 
Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me 
to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your 
children and your children's children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all 
his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long…	
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You 
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 
 
Message Notes 
 
Proverbs 19:20-21 
Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom for the future. The human mind 
may devise many plans, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will be established. 
 
John 15:16 
You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read John 15:1-17 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) We celebrated Father’s Day on Sunday, June 19, 2022, at 
Mount of Olives Church.  Describe a favorite experience you had with your father or with an individual 
who was like a father to you growing up. What is one thing/lesson you learned from this person? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read John 15:1-17, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) In John 15:1-8, Jesus is using an analogy to 
describe a “fruitful” relationship with him. Sometimes we skim over this passage, assuming we know 
what it means, without paying careful attention to all of its implications. Take a couple of minutes to 
think through each aspect of his analogy, and how it relates to actual life.  

• What does it mean to be a branch of the vine? 



• What does it mean to be cut off?  
• What does it mean to be pruned?  
• What does it mean to be purified by the message?  
• What does it mean to remain “in him”?  
• What does it mean for him to remain in us?  
• What does it mean to wither and be burned?  
• What does it mean to produce fruit/much fruit?  
• How do we bring glory to the Father? 

4. (I) Read John 15:9-17. What does a relationship of mutual love and friendship look like, according 
to Jesus?  
5. (I) In verse 11, Jesus brings up the idea of overflowing joy.  Just a few verses earlier (14:27), he 
promised to leave an unworldly peace. Why do you think he is emphasizing these emotions? What 
relevance might this have for us today?  
6. (I) What is the distinction between a slave/servant and a friend, and how does that make a 
difference for the disciples? How does it make a difference for us? 
7. (I) In verse 16 Jesus says, “You didn’t choose me. I chose you.” Yet John’s earlier description (e.g. 
John 1:37-39) seems to indicate that, at least on a visible level, it was the disciples who initiated the 
relationship. Why is it important for Jesus to give them a different perspective?  
8. (I) What did Jesus want them to think/feel about themselves and their relationship with him?  
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) In your own life, do you have a sense of 
being “chosen” by Jesus? How would it make a difference if you were to live into that idea more fully?  
10. (A) How do you feel you are doing staying connected to Jesus in love and friendship? Do you see 
a corresponding level of “fruitfulness” in your life? What can you do to better “remain in him? 
 


