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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we are witnessing too many tragedies occurring in our world today, and yet we are 
helpless to reach out and solve the problems. But You have created each of us with unique gifts. Help 
us to discover these gifts. Grant us confidence, strength, and wisdom to use Your gifts to better our 
world and Your Kingdom. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Romans 12:6-13 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold 
fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do 
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Romans 12:6-8 
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; 
the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Romans 12:9-11 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
 
Romans 12:12-13 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Romans 12:6-16 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What is the greatest gift you have ever given or received? What 
made this experience so special? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Romans 12:6-16, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Based on verse 6, where do our gifts come 
from? Who has them? Why do you think is the word, “grace” is used in this verse?  
4. (I) What is the difference between spiritual gifts and natural talents? What is the purpose of spiritual 
gifts? What does this imply about what Christians are to be doing?  



5. (I) Discuss the gifts listed in verses 7 and 8 and how they are to be used. Which gift do you identify 
with the most? Are you using this gift? If so, in what ways are you using it? If not, how can you begin 
to use it? 
6. (I) Verse 9 talks about love that is “genuine” or  “without hypocrisy.”  What is the difference 
between love that is “genuine” and love that is evil or not “genuine”?   
7. (I) Based on verse 9, how do you discern what is the evil you must abhor or hate? Are you being 
commanded to hate evildoers as well, and if not, how do you hate the evil without hating or abhorring 
the person doing the evil?  
8. (I) How would you explain the process of “hold(ing) fast to what is good”?  
9. (I) Read verse 10. How do you “show honor” to another person? What does the phrase, “outdo one 
another in showing honor,” tell us about the importance of doing this?  
10. (I) In verse 11, we are told not to be “slothful in zeal, but fervent in spirit.” How can we keep our 
spiritual fervor (enthusiasm, passion)? (see 1st Peter 2:2)  
11. (I) Read verse 12.  How are “rejoicing” and “hope” connected, and why are we to “rejoice in 
hope?”  
12. (I) Why is patience needed in tribulation, why is it difficult, and what benefit is it to you to “be 
patient in tribulation?” Paul concludes this verse by telling us to be “constant in prayer.” (Verse 12) 
Are you devoted to prayer?  
13. (I) In verse 13, Paul’s instructs us to “contribute to the needs of the saints.” What does this mean? 
How do you discern how to act wisely in this area? What is meant by “hospitality”? Do you show 
hospitality to others? How can you do this? 
14. (I) Do you believe the Christian Church throughout the World is being persecuted today? Do you 
believe Christians in North America being persecuted today? Do you feel you, as a Christian, are 
being persecuted today? If so, in what ways is persecution happening? Please explain your 
responses. (Verse 14) 
14. (I) Based on verse 14, what should our response be to those who persecute or curse us?  Is this 
easy or difficult for you to do? Explain your answer. 
15. (I) What is the purpose of weeping with those who weep? When we do this, what qualities are we 
showing to others? Do you believe this is important? Why or why not? Is it easier for you to rejoice 
with those who rejoice or to weep with those who weep? (Verse 15) 
16. (I) What factors challenge or inhibit you from being able to “live in harmony” with other believers?  
Who are “the lowly” (give some examples of those that believers might consider to be “the lowly”) and 
why would “Christians” be tempted to not associate with them? In what ways would a church who 
obeyed this command be strengthened? In what ways are you tempted to be “haughty in your own 
site,” and how do you (or should you) change this behavior?  
17. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) With which commands in Romans 12:9-
16 do you struggle most? What steps will you take this week to try and improve your behavior, 
actions and attitude in these areas? 
 


