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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we gather here today to worship You as our creator and savior, and to celebrate the 
power of Your word. Help us to be ever diligent in doing what Your word commands of us, and help 
us to share the transforming power of Your love with the rest of the world. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 4:18-22 
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, and I 
will make you fish for people." Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their 
father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their 
father, and followed him. 
 
Message Notes 
 
(none) 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Matthew 4:18-22 
 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) If you could pass on some skill or knowledge to an apprentice, 
what would you want to pass on? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Matthew 4:18-22, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (O) Based on verse 18; where did these particular events take place? Who did Jesus see as He 
walked by? What nickname did one of Jesus’ new disciples have? What were Simon and Andrew 
doing when Jesus approached them? What did these brothers do for a living? 
4. (O) According to verse 19,what exactly did Jesus say to Simon and Andrew?  
5. (O) Read verse 20. What was Simon and Andrew’s response to Jesus’ words? How long did 
Simon and Andrew deliberate over Jesus’ offer? 
6. (O) Read verse 21. Who was Zebedee? In what activity were James and John involved? What did 
Jesus do when He saw the two brothers, James and John? 
7. (O) Based on verse 22, how did James and John react to Jesus’ challenge?  
8. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) What does it mean to be a “fisher of men”? 
9. (I) How risky was it for Peter, Andrew, James, and John to drop everything (jobs and families) to go 
with Jesus? 
10. (I) What thoughts do you think were racing through their minds as they headed off down the 
beach with Jesus?  
11. (I) How do you think you might have responded had you been fishing with these men and heard 
Jesus direct this challenge to you?  
12. (I) How do you think Jesus calls people into the ministry today?  



13. (I) What do you think Jesus saw in these men?  
14. (I) Why did Jesus handpick blue-collar fishermen to be the leaders of the Christian church?  
15. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) In what area of your life will you follow 
Jesus more consciously this week?  
16. (A) What possessions, goals, dreams, or relationships are keeping you from following Jesus 
wholeheartedly today?  
17. (A) What can you do or stop doing today in order to become a more expert “fisher of men”? 
 
 


