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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, as we continue to live in a spirit of celebration of Easter, and as we celebrate our 
mothers, we find that many of our earthly circumstances are fraught with difficulty. Help us to remain 
wholly focused on You and what You have for us, no matter how we may be challenged. In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me 
to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your 
children and your children's children may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all 
his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear 
therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may 
multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has 
promised you. Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am 
commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are 
at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your 
hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Luke 2:15-20 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
 
Luke 2: 48-51 
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you 
treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." He said to 
them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" But 
they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 
And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today. 
Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you 
are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. Tie them to your hands and 



wear them on your forehead as reminders. Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) On May 8th, 2022, we celebrated Mother’s Day at Mount of 
Olives Church in Mission Viejo, California.  As you think about your own mother or someone who 
behaved like a mother to you, what is one of your fondest memories of her? 
2. (IB) Think back to your childhood: who influenced you the most spiritually? How? Why?  
3. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Deuteronomy 6, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
4. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) What did God tell Moses to teach (v.1)? 
Where would these instructions be used? 
5. (I) What does it mean to fear God (v. 2)? 
6. (I) To whom were the people told to teach (v.2)? For how long were they to teach them? 
7. (I) What would happen if the people obeyed (v.3)? 
8. (I) How were the people told to love God (v.5)? Who quoted this text in the New Testament? (See 
Matthew 22:37-39) 
9. (I) Read verses 5-6. How do obedience and love fit together when it comes to our relationship with 
God? How might your life show that you are wholeheartedly committed to God? 
10. (I) Read verses 6-9 and identify all the places where God’s law is written or where it should be 
found. Are these literal places, or to be understood metaphorically? How can you apply these 
instructions to your life? 
11. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Read verse 4 and then consider how 
you might respond to the following statements: 
“If I were to love God with all my heart, soul and strength, there would be no love left for anything 
else.” How would you respond to someone making this statement? 
“I used to love God with all my heart, soul and strength, but as I have matured, I am less fanatical, 
which is good.” How would you respond to someone making this statement? 
12. (A) Read verses 4-5 again. These verses are known as the “Shema.”  Although most people 
might think John 3:16 is the most memorized and quoted passage in the Bible, it is not.  Deuteronomy 
6:4-5 is. Known as The “Shema,” these verses are part of the Jewish daily prayers and are still used 
in their prayers today. Make a commitment to memorize Deuteronomy 6:4-5 this week.  
 


