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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, it is an immeasurable joy to know that because Christ conquered the grave, we 
have been granted eternal life as well. You knew us before we were born, and You have the best 
intentions for our lives. Help us to heed Your guidance, for that is the ultimate path to Your perfect 
plan. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Jeremiah 29:10a, 11-12 
For thus says the Lord...For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and 
pray to me, I will hear you. 
 
Message Notes 
 
(none) 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Jeremiah 29:1-14 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Have you ever had a time when were lost or far from home? 
Was a there a time when you felt trapped or stuck? Or can you think of a time when you were 
somewhere you did not want to be, for an extended period of time? Describe the situation. What was 
that like for you? How did things get resolved? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Jeremiah 29:1-14, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (O) Writing on behalf of the Lord to the captives in Babylon, Jeremiah’s letter has three parts: 
directions, a warning, and a promise. What directions does Jeremiah give to the captives in Babylon? 
What warning does he give? What promise does God make to the captives through Jeremiah? Can 
you think of how Jeremiah’s directions, warning, and promise might relate to your life? 
4. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?)  What was Jeremiah saying about the length 
of the exile when he told the people to build homes, plant gardens, marry and raise families? How 
might this impact you when you are feeling trapped or in a difficult situation? What does this teach 
you about God? 
5. (I) Jeremiah was not the only person claiming to speak on behalf of God to the captives. Other 
prophets, such as Shemaiah, were telling the people that the exile would be short and they would 
soon return to their homes in Judah. Jeremiah was correct in his prophecy whereas Shemaiah was 
not. What happens to people when they believe in something that later turns out not to be true? What 
lesson do you learn from this? 
6. (I) Jeremiah 29:11-13 (“For I know the plans I have for you…”) is a very popular passage of 
Scripture, in which God promises to bring the Israelites out of exile, to “give [them] hope and a future.” 
What do we know about the context of this passage? How does God want the Israelites to respond to 
their circumstances? What, specifically, does God tell the Israelites to do while they are in Babylon? 
In what ways would fulfilling these commands have been difficult for the Israelites? In what ways 
would they benefit from fulfilling these commands? Why do you think God asks them to do these 
things? 



7. (I) Read verses 10-14 again.  Is God is saying that the future is planned out for your good too?  
What do you think this means? 
8. (I) Having just gone through Easter, how might the Resurrection support the idea that Jesus has a 
future planned out for you? How does Easter affect you today? How does the Resurrection affect 
your view of the future?  
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) What is one area of life where you need 
hope from God? 
10. (A) How does God’s promise of a good plan for your life give you hope while you wait for things to 
get better? 
11. (A) In Romans 8:28, we read, “And we know that God causes everything to work together for the 
good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them.” If you are in a difficult 
situation right now, what are some possible ways that God could bring good out of your present 
situation? 


