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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, the crowds cheered for Jesus on that first Palm Sunday, but they then turned on 
Him only a few days later when their expectations of Him were confounded. Help us to learn from 
those crowds to never turn away from You when our own expectations are not fulfilled. Rather, let us 
stay ever faithful and rely on the knowledge that You know what is best for each of us, and You have 
a higher design for our lives. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just 
say this, "The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately. " This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet, saying, "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to 
you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." The disciples went and 
did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, 
and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!" When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
"Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 21:12-14 
Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He said to them, 
"It is written, "My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are making it a den of 
robbers." The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he cured them. 
 
Matthew 21:15-17 
But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and heard the children 
crying out in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they became angry and said to him, "Do you 
hear what these are saying?" Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read, "Out of the mouths of 
infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise for yourself'?" He left them, went out of the city 
to Bethany, and spent the night there. 
 
Study Questions  
Read Matthew 21:12-17 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Describe the most exciting thing you have ever experienced at 
church. 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Matthew 21:12-17, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 



3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Read verses 12. What did Jesus find the 
people doing in the temple courts? Why did you think the people were selling doves and changing 
money? Is this the same thing as selling donuts, and other items on our church patio? Please explain. 
4. (I) In verses 12 and 13, what was Jesus’ response to those who were buying and selling?  How 
does this relate to Jeremiah 7:11? 
5. (I) Based on what you read in verses 12 and 13 do you think Jesus was momentarily overcome 
with anger and lost self-control or do you think His actions were intentional and the right thing to do in 
this case? Explain and defend your answer. What can we learn from Jesus’ dramatic response in 
verses 12 and 13? 
6. (I) If the disciples did the same thing as Jesus did in verses 12 and 13, would it be right or wrong? 
Why? Explain. 
7. (I) How do you interpret verses 12 and 13 when compared with Ephesians 4:26? Is there a 
problem here?  Explain your answer. 
8. (I) Read verse 14. Besides those who were buying and selling, who else did Jesus encounter at 
the Temple?  How did he treat them? What did Jesus do for them? 
9. (I) Why do you suppose Jesus treated those in verses 12 and 13 so differently than he treated 
those in verse 14? What can we learn from the different treatment of thee two groups? 
10. (I) How did the children respond to Jesus in verse 15?  See also Jeremiah 7:2. 
11. (I) Why do you think the chief priests and the teachers of the law were indignant? (verse 15) 
12. (I) How did Jesus respond to the chief priests and the teachers of the law in verses 16 and 17? 
See Psalm 8:2. What message was Jesus giving to the chief priests and the teachers of the law? 
John 4:23-24 – The true worshipers will worship in spirit and truth. 
13. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Read John 4:23-24. What does this 
mean? How might you apply this understanding next time you enter the temple courts (next time you 
come to worship)?  


