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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, as we journey through life, we encounter so many struggles and threats that we are 
often overcome with fear. Help us to remember that You know and care for every single one of us. 
Help us to rest in Your loving faithfulness. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
“Today’s Scripture Reading takes place at the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 
John 20:11-18 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which 
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, "I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.' " Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Luke 8:1-3 
Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of 
the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, as well as some women who had been cured of evil 
spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, 
the wife of Herod's steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of 
their resources. 
 
John 20:11-13 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;  
and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 
 
John 20:14-16 
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that 
it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 
 
John 20: 17-18 



Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, "I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.' " Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read John 20:1-23 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Have you ever unexpectedly encountered someone you love 
and were so surprised to see him or her? Maybe it was an infatuation when you were young, or a 
friend or relative you hadn’t seen in a while that brought joy when you suddenly saw them. Describe 
the experience. What was it about reconnecting with this person that made it so special? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read John 20:1-23, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why?  
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) It has been said, he who has been forgiven 
much, loves much. John 20:1 says that Mary went to the tomb early. What do we know about Mary 
Magdalene (Read Luke 8:1-2)? Why did she go to the tomb while it was still dark, and maybe even 
dangerous? What did she expect to find? What did she encounter when she arrived at the tomb? 
What was her reaction? 
4. (I) In verse 2, what did Mary assume and tell Peter? Put yourself in the place of Mary—what is your 
emotional state so far? When Peter hears the report from Mary, what does he do, and who follows?  
5. (I) Read verses 3-9. Typically, corpses were wrapped with one piece of cloth and the head was 
wrapped separately, with a cloth twirled about it like a turban. What did John see when he went inside 
that made him believe?  At this point, do you think the disciples understood what had happened?  
6. (I) Later in this chapter, we read how Jesus is able to enter a locked room. If he can walk through 
doors or walls, why do you suppose the stone was rolled away? Why didn’t Jesus just walk through 
the stone like he did the door or the wall? 
7. (I) Peter and John left the tomb, leaving Mary, who was crying. When she looked into the tomb, 
who did she see? What question did Mary ask (Read verses 10-18)? What is she convinced has 
happened to Jesus’ body?  
8. (I) When Mary hears Jesus’ voice, who does she think is talking to her? Why doesn’t she recognize 
him at first?  
9. (I) What word does Jesus use to describe his disciples in verse 17? How is this different from 
before? What is new in their relationship from now on? (See John 15:15.) 
10. (I) Read verses 18-23. That night the disciples had to be discussing what Mary had told them 
about seeing Jesus. Why were the disciples fearful and hiding behind locked doors?  How did the 
disciples change from being fearful to being bold?  
11. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) As Easter is quickly approaching, ask 
God to fill you with his Holy Spirit, so that you can share the truth of the resurrection, and give you the 
boldness to speak about it, no matter what the cost. Don’t let the distractions of the world rob you of 
the joy that comes from sharing the Gospel. In what ways can you demonstrate boldness in your faith 
and witness this week? 
 


