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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, especially now, as we begin our journey in Lent, help us to realize that You are 
desirous to meet us and supply our every need. So often, we feel anxiety over the condition of our 
world and our place in it. Let this be a time when our anxiety and discouragement diminish as we 
devote ourselves completely to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Luke 19:1-10 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today." So he hurried down 
and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner." Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back 
four times as much." Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he 
too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost." 
 
Message Notes 
 
Luke 19:1-5 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 
not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to 
him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today." 
 
Luke 19:6-10 
So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He 
has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will 
pay back four times as much." Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, 
because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost." 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Luke 19:1-10 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Zacchaeus had a personal encounter with Jesus and it radically 
changed his life.  Other than Jesus, who has been a great influence in your life? Who has greatly 
impacted your life? How has a personal encounter with this person affected your life? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Luke 19:1-10, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? What is the theme of Luke 19:1-10? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Why do you think Luke believes it is important 
to tell us that Zacchaeus is a tax collector and that he had become very rich? 



4. (I) With a “good paying job,” what do you think motivated Zacchaeus to want to look at Jesus? If 
Zacchaeus was rich why did he feel the need to seek Jesus? 
5. (I) How do you think Jesus knew Zacchaeus' name? When do you think Jesus knew your name?  
How does this make you feel? 
6. (I) Read verse 6-7 again and notice the contrast between the two verses. Dig deep into these two 
verses. If these were the only two verses we had, what could we learn from the contrast in them? 
7. (I) Jesus goes home for lunch with Zacchaeus and verse 9 begins with, “Salvation has come to this 
home today.” What kind of conversation do you think they must have had over lunch that would have 
prompted Jesus to say this? 
8. (I) Do you think that the decisions and actions of a head-of-the-house can negatively or positively 
affect the spiritual consequences for the rest of the family? How? 
9. (I) When Jesus invited himself to Zacchaeus' home, Zacchaeus “took Jesus to his house in great 
excitement and joy.” Would your response have been the same or different? How would you feel if 
Jesus were to come to your home right now? Are there some things at your home that you might not 
want Jesus to see? 
10. (I) What do you admire most about Zacchaeus? Why? What do you admire the most about 
Jesus? Why? 
11. (I) If Jesus were to have a heart-to-heart conversation with you during lunch, what do you think 
He would say? 
12. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Zacchaeus demonstrated some radical 
changes after his encounter with Christ. Having had a personal encounter with Jesus, Zacchaeus 
made amends with everyone he had cheated of wronged in some way.  As a result of meeting Jesus, 
what changes might you need to make in your life? 
 


