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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us guidance and direction through scripture and the Holy Spirit 
for how to be blessed people. Help us to do our part in finding and following Your direction. We are 
often too lazy or too stubborn to discover Your path to enlightenment. Please soften our hearts and 
enliven our spirits to be the kind of people You intend for us to be. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 5:1-11 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 5:8 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
 
Matthew 5:9 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 
Matthew 5:10-11 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read Matthew 5:1-12 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What is one thing that truly makes you happy? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Matthew 5:1-12, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? What is the theme of Matthew 5:3-12? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Read Matthew 5:3, Isaiah 66:2, Psalm 51:17, 
Romans 7:18, Luke 5:8, and John 5:30. Based on these verses, what does it mean to be poor in 
spirit?  
4. (I) What does "for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" mean? What do you imagine the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like? Consider Romans 14:17. 



5. (I) Read Matthew 5:4, 2nd Corinthians 7:10, Jeremiah 9:1, Nehemiah 8:9-10, and Matthew 23:37. 
Based on these verses, what does the word "mourn" refer to? What kind of mourning is it talking 
about? 
6. (I) What/who comforts us? In what way are we comforted? Consider John 14:26, 2nd Corinthians 
1:3-4. 
7. (I) Read Matthew 5:5. What does the world think is meekness? Contrast the world’s view of 
meekness with the following verses: Numbers 12:1-14, Matthew 21:5, Matthew 11:28-30, and 
Philippians 3:3.  
8. (I) Based on Matthew 5:5 and Psalm 37:11, what are the rewards God has for those who are 
meek?  
9. (I) Read Matthew 5:6, Exodus 33:18, Psalm 63:1, Philippians 3:10, and Philippians 3:12-14. Based 
on these verses, what does it mean to hunger & thirst for righteousness?  

10. (I) Based on Matthew 6:31-33 and Psalm 34:10, what is the result of hungering and thirsting 
for righteousness? 
11. (I) Read Matthew 5:7. What is the meaning of being merciful? What is a merciful person like? 
Read also Matthew 25:41-45. 
12. (I) Based on Matthew 5:7 and Proverbs 11:17, what promise is made to the merciful and what 
does that mean? 
13. (I) Read Matthew 5:8, Romans 4:24, and 1st Peter 2:24. Based on these verses, what is the 
prerequisite to seeing God? 
14. (I) Read Proverbs 20:9, 1st John 1:7&9, Romans 5:1, John 15:3, Romans 17:21, 2nd Corinthians 
5:21. Galatians 2:16, James 4:4&8, based on these verses, how can we be pure in heart?  
15. (I) Read Matthew 5:9, John 16:33, Philippians 4:6-7.  What is the meaning of peace? Where is 
real peace found? 
16. (I) Read Matthew 5:10-12, 2nd Timothy 3:12, and Matthew 5:10-11. What does it mean to be 
persecuted? Who is persecuted? What does God promise to those who are being/have been 
persecuted? 
17. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) If I am poor in Spirit, what will my focus 
be on? What will be my attitude towards God? How will I view others? 
 


