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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for another day of life. As we lose loved ones to death, we are reminded 
of how fragile this human life can be. Help us to rest assured that our eternal souls rest in Your 
almighty hands. And because of this knowledge, we can have peace that it is indeed well with our 
souls. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Psalm 22:1-5 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of 
my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest. Yet you 
are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you 
delivered them. To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 5:4 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 
 
Matthew 5:5 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) As you reflect on your life, can you identify a time when you 
needed to be comforted?  What was the situation? Why did you need comfort? Was anyone there to 
comfort you? If so, who? If so, how did they comfort you? What brought you comfort? Explain.  
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18, what comes 
to mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) According to verse 13, why was it important 
for the Thessalonians to be informed about those who were asleep? 
4. (I) Considering verses 13-16, to whom is Paul referring when he uses the word asleep? 
5. (I) According to verse 14, how should what we know about Jesus give us hope regarding those 
believers who have died? 
6. (I) What will God do concerning those who have fallen asleep? (v14) 
7. (I) To what event is Paul referring in verses 15-16? Who are the two people groups mentioned 
here? 
8. (I) In your own words, describe the order of events in verses 15-17. 
9. (I) What things will accompany the coming of Christ? (v16) 



10. (I) With whom will those who are alive be caught up together? (v17) 
11. (I) The events described here result in an eternal change. According to verse 17, what is it? 
12. (I) For what purpose did Paul write to the Thessalonians about the coming of Christ? (v13,18)  
13. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Who in your life needs comfort?  How 
can you provide comfort to them this week? 
14. (A) The Gospel message gives us assurance that we will always be with the Lord for all eternity 
(vs. 17). Who do you know that needs to hear the Gospel message?  Look for an opportunity to share 
the Good News about Jesus (Gospel Presentation) with someone this week. 
 


