
New Year Playlist - Pt2: “Livin’ on a Prayer” 
Mount of Olives | January 16, 2022 | James 5:13-20 
Pastor Jim Reynen 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, it is a time of extreme uncertainty and anxiety. Help us to remember in these 
tumultuous times that You are our fortress that protects us and our savior that guides us. We find 
solace when we trust in You alone. Continue to increase our faith. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
James 5:13-20 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 
praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray 
over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and 
the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess 
your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the 
righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, 
and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings 
back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
Message Notes 
 
I. Times of Suffering  
 
James 5:13a 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray.  
 
John 16:33 
I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take 
courage; I have conquered the world!" 
 
John 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly. 
 
Romans 8:28 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose. 
 
II. Times of Joy 
 
James 5:13b 
Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. 
 
III. Times of Sickness 
 



James 5:14-15 
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over 
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the 
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 
 
IV. Times of Sin 
 
James 5:15-20 
The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed 
sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being 
like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain 
on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My 
brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 
another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner's 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read James 5:13-20 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) In the song, “Livin’ On A Prayer” by Bon Jovi, we learn about Tommy and 
Gina who are down on their luck and all they can do is pray.  Describe a time in your life when you felt “down 
on your luck” and all you could do was pray. 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read James 5:13-20. What comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) James’ instructions about prayer come right 
after a passage about how we must be patient in times of suffering. Do you see any connection 
between the two? Why discuss prayer and patience at the same time? 
4. (I) Read verses 13 and 14. Will God always take away the trial from us? What is the use of praying 
if God isn’t going to take away the trial? 
5. (I) In verses 13 and 14, James says that we should pray whether we are in trouble, happy, or sick. 
Do you find that you pray more when you are happy and thankful or when you are in need? Why do 
you think that is? 
6. (I) What do you think verse 15 is saying? Is it a guarantee that the sick person will be healed? Is 
healing conditional? What does it mean if the person is not healed? Does this mean if you pray for the 
sick and they aren’t healed it is because you don’t have enough faith? 
7. (I) Do our prayers change things? What are some reasons to pray even if God doesn’t change His 
plan based on your prayer? What is the danger to our prayer life if we believe our prayers don’t 
actually accomplish anything? 
8. (I) Read verses 15 and 16. Why do you think James tells us to confess our sins to each other and 
pray for each as part of his teaching about healing? Why would confession of sins be seen as part of 
the healing process? In the Catholic tradition, confession of sins is made to a priest. Why do you think 
James tells us to confess to one another? Have you ever had a relationship (with a person or with a 
small group) that involved confession of sins? If so, what was that like? What are some of the barriers 
that keep us from having that kind of a relationship? 
9. (I) In verse 17, James states that Elijah was a man (person, human being). Why did James 
describe Elijah in this way? What was his point? Do you see yourself as being just like Elijah? Why or 
why not? 
10. (I) Read verses 19-20.  Who is verse 19 talking about, a believer or an unbeliever?  
11. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Try to spend some extra time, sharing 
prayer needs with one another and praying for each other. Try to focus on personal needs in your 
own life rather than issues affecting other people. 


