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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, Jesus taught us to love others just as He has loved us. For some of us, it may be 
difficult to commit to community, especially if we are guarded or prefer solitude. But we know that You 
desire for us to exist in Christian community. Help us to put forth the effort to foster healthy Christian 
community in our lives. Help us to risk putting ourselves out there in order to develop healthy 
relationships with others. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Philippians 4:8-9 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,  
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 
 
Philippians 1:1-6 
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for 
all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, 
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 
 
Philippians 1:7-11 
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this 
is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you 
to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of 
God. 
 
Philippians 1:12-14 
I want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me has actually helped to spread the 
gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to everyone else that 
my imprisonment is for Christ; and most of the brothers and sisters, having been made confident in 
the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear. 
 
 
Study Questions  



 
Read Philippians 1:1-14 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Paul begins the letter by thanking God, with joy, for the 
Philippians, because they are his partners in the Gospel. Do you believe that being involved in a 
church is necessary for living the Christian life? Why or why not? Share some about the impact and 
importance of Christian community in your own life. 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Philippians 1:1-14, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) How would you describe Paul’s perspective? 
Paul says the Philippians are his partners in the gospel. What might he mean? What emotions does 
he express towards them? What does Paul mean when he says God will complete the good work he 
began in them? 
4. (I) In verse 1, why do you think the Philippian church members were called “saints”? Were they all 
perfect? Were they all holy?  
5. (I) In verses 1-11, what do you learn about Paul?  What do you learn about the Philippian church 
members? What words or phrases indicate the mutual affection between Paul and the Philippian 
believers?  
6. (I) In verse 5, Paul speaks of a “partnership in the gospel” (Koinonia Greek: “association, 
communion, fellowship, close relationship”). In what ways do you think the Philippians acted out this 
partnership while Paul was on his missionary journeys? (See Philippians 4:10,15). What might be a 
benefit in being a “partner”?  
7. (I) What does verse 6 mean to you? What is Paul confident of and what is the basis of his 
confidence? In the Christian life, is our growth and perseverance God’s work, our work, or both? 
(Consider the following verses as part of your response: John 6:37-40; John 8:31; John 17:6- 17; 
Mark 4:1-20; Romans 8:30; 2 Peter 1:10; 2 Corinthians 13:5; Colossians 1:22-23; Hebrews 3:14; 
Hebrews 6:4-6; 1 John 2:19; and 1 John 5:13). 
8. (I) Read verses 7-8. What encourages a sense of partnership among Christians? How can you 
encourage, through your attitudes and practices, a sense of partnership in the church? 
9. (I) Read verses 9-11. If you were to divide Paul’s prayer for the Philippians into four parts, what 
would those parts be? What can you learn from this? What are some characteristics of a mature 
Christian life? 
10. (I) In verse 9, how do “knowledge and discernment” relate to love?  
11. (I) In verse 10, how is the ability “to approve what is excellent” or “to discern what is best” vital to 
Christian growth? What happens when one fails to do this?  
12. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?)  In what ways in your life do you act out 
your “partnership” in the gospel? How can you improve in this?  
 


