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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, as life quickly passes by, we realize how fleeting and ephemeral are all things of 
this world. However, we often get enticed by worldly aspirations. Assist us in finding balance in our 
lives. Help us to better use the gifts and talents You have bestowed upon us to glorify You. And help 
us, once again, to get our focus correctly upon You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading 
 
John 15:4-5 NRSV 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Story of Jacob and Rachel (Genesis 29) 
 
I John 2:15-17 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those who love the 
world; for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—
comes not from the Father but from the world. And the world and its desire are passing away, but 
those who do the will of God live forever. 
 
Matt 6:24 RSV 
"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 
 
John 15:4-5 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide 
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read John 15:1-11 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What is your favorite type of fruit? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read John 15:1-11, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (O) What needs to happen for a plant to bear fruit? Does the fruit grow by accident, or is it the 
result of an intentional effort on the part of a gardener or farmer? In nature, when a piece of fruit is 
produced, what determines the kind of fruit that is produced? (Can an apple tree produce oranges?) 
4. (O) In the life of a Christian, what is the primary factor in determining the kinds of fruit (attitudes, 
actions, words) that will be produced in life? Read Galatians 5:22-23. When you think about your life, 
what kind of fruit do you want to produce? Do believe you have a choice about what kind of fruit you 
are able to produce? What can you do to ensure that you are producing the fruit you desire? 



5. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) In verse 1, when Jesus says “I am the true 
vine,” what is he claiming about himself (see also John 6:35; John 8:12; John 10:9 & 11; John 11:25; 
and John 14:6)? Read Psalm 80:8-16 and Isaiah 5:1-7, when the vine is talked about in the Old 
Testament, who is that a reference to? 
6. (I) Read verse 2. Who is the gardener or the vinedresser? What does the gardener or the 
vinedresser do to care for and provide for the vineyard? How has God provided for and cared for 
you? Have you ever undergone the pruning process so that you can produce more fruit? Was that 
process painful? Was the result worth undergoing the pruning process? 
7. (I) How many times does Jesus use the word “abide” in this passage? What is the key to producing 
fruit in the life of a Christian? Read verse 5, what must we do in order to bear much fruit? What does 
it look like for someone to “abide in Jesus”? Are you abiding in Jesus at this point in your life? If not, 
what would have to change for you to say that you are abiding in Jesus? 
8. (I) When Jesus talks about bearing much fruit, is He talking only about evangelism? What other 
fruit could He be talking about that is important to see in the life of a Christian? 
9. (I) In verse 4, when Jesus says, “apart from me you can do nothing,” what is He talking about? 
What things are impossible to accomplish apart from Jesus?  
10. (I) What do you think verse 7 means when it says, “ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you”?  Is there a condition attached to this promise? 
11. (I) What is the connection between keeping the commandments and abiding in Jesus and His 
love? Can someone disregard the commands of Jesus and expect to bear the fruit that Jesus wants 
them to produce? What example did Jesus give His disciples to follow in John 15:10? 
12. (I) Read verse 11. Why does Jesus tell His disciples to abide in Him? What is produced in the life 
a Christian who truly abides in Jesus? When Jesus talks about joy, is He talking about happiness? 
What is the basis for the kind of joy that Jesus wants for His disciples? 
13. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Jesus is the true vine, and our ultimate 
success in life is dependent upon our attachment to Him. When we abide in Jesus and His Word, we 
are promised that fruit will be produced in our life. When we abide in Jesus and follow His commands, 
we have the promise of the full joy of Jesus in our life. What can you do this week to strengthen your 
attachment to Jesus? 


