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Prayer of the Day 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for being an infinitely loving and gracious God. Thank You for the 
grace You have poured out on every one of us, and thank You that Your love never fails. We pray 
that our lives would be filled with the power of Your love so that we can make a difference in the world 
and the lives of others, demonstrating the transformative power of Your love in the lives of those who 
follow You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading 
 
1st Corinthians 13:1-13 
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the 
poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love 
never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but 
when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 
me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love. 
 
Message Notes 
 
I. What 
- 1st Corinthians 13:4-7 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 
 
- Romans 5:8 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
- Ephesians 5:25b 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
 
- John 15:13 
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
 
II. Why 
- John 13:34 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 



 
- John 13:35 
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
 
III. How 
- John 13:34 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” 
 
 
Study Questions – Read 1st Corinthians 13:1-13 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What is your favorite “love song”? What is your favorite song 
with the word “love” in either the title or in the chorus of the song? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read 1st Corinthians 13:1-13, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) This chapter is divided into three sections: the 
Importance of Love (verses 1-3), the Definition of Love (verses 4-8a), and the Permanency of Love 
(verses 8b-13). In your own words, try and summarize each of these sections.  What is Paul saying 
about the Importance of Love, the Definition of Love, and the Permanency of Love?  
4. (I) What do the verses 1-3 say about the value of spiritual gifts? How might you apply this to your 
life?  
5. (I) What do verses 1-3 say about motivation? What are some false motivations that could lead a 
person to take the actions described in verse 3? How can we tell whether one’s motivation is really 
love? 
6. (I) Read verses 4 and 5. Consider an important relationship in your life. How might you apply each 
of the following statements? 
Love is patient… Love is kind… Love keeps no records of wrongs…  
Love is not jealous… Love is not boastful… Love is not proud… Love does not dishonor others… 
Love is not self-seeking… Love is not easily angered… 
7. (I) Read verses 6 and 7. Consider an important relationship in your life. How might you apply each 
of the following statements? 
Love rejoices in truth… Love protects… Love trusts… Love protects… Love hopes…  Love does not 
give up… Love is not selfish… 
8. (I) Of all the actions listed in verses 4-7, which ones are the most difficult for you to apply to others 
and which ones are the easiest for you apply to your interactions with others? 
9. (I) Read verses 8-10, what do these verses say about the value of love? How do these verses 
contrast love with other actions or spiritual gifts? 
10. (I) On the basis of verse 11 and your own experience, what role does maturity have in one’s 
ability to love? Describe how mature love differs from childish love.  Relate this verse to your 
relationship with God and with others. 
11. (I) Read Hebrews 11:1.  How does this verse give greater insight to 1st Corinthians 13:12? What 
are some things you “see in a mirror dimly” now that you someday hope to see more clearly? 
12. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Read verse 13. What can you do this 
week to demonstrate love to others? 
 


